
                                   
 
 
 

 

Volume 29, No. 3        www.delvalhosta.org         Fall, 2020 
 

Saturday, October 10, 2020 

Zoom Meeting 

ñHosta Tissue Culture for Dummies... Like Meò 

Rob Mortko 
Made In The Shade Gardens, Olathe, Kansas 

1:30 p.m.  

DIRECTIONS  
While some of our generation may still remember the Saturday morning ñZoomò TV series (seven seasons 

on PBS starting in 1999), Zoom has a different sense today. Many of you may already be ñfluentò in Zoom, 

from even before the pandemic, but for those of you who arenôt, donôt worry. Hereôs what you need: 

¶ Email address: I will send out the Zoom link, with instructions, a few days before the meeting. For 

security reasons, we wonôt include this in the newsletter, our website, or on Facebook. If you havenôt 

been receiving emails from us already, use the Contact form on the website to send us an update or 

call Rebecca Boylan (p. 2) to update. 

¶ A computer, tablet, or smart phone that will let you see the presentation. You do not need a camera 

for this, as we wonôt need to see you, you just need internet/WiFi. 

¶ An app that lets you use Zoom: you can download the ñZoom desktop clientò from whatever app 

(application) store works on your system, or go to www.zoom.us to download the app. You do not need 

to create an account, just installation of the app. 

If you have not used Zoom on this device previously, you should either do the download in advance at your 

convenience, or simply ñjoinò the meeting via the link early enough to let your computer/tablet/phone do 

the set-up in time. If you have questions about using Zoom, go to support.zoom.us, where there are guides 

and videos to help you.  

During the meeting, you may want to ask questions. Zoom has a button you can click for ñChat,ò which 

lets you type in a comment that the moderator can then ask the presenter. (The button may be in different 

places depending on your system, but will always look like the cartoon ñword bubble.ò) We will keep 

everyone but the host, moderator, and presenter on ñmuteò during the presentation. Chat is the only way 

you will be able to communicate. We know that this will limit discussion, but itôs the only way to manage. 

Letôs bring the DVHS into the 21st century! Zoom along with us! 
 

Tissue Culture Zoom 

July Meeting 

Pop-Up Garden Walks 
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http://www.delvalhosta.org/
http://www.zoom.us/
https://support.zoom.us/
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David Teager 
1411 Deer Meadow Ln. 
Garnet Valley, PA 
(610) 485-4149 
dsteager@earthlink.net 
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106 Hoiland Dr. 
Wilmington, DE 19803 
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Stephen Fugate 
1411 Deer Meadow Ln. 
Garnet Valley, PA 
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Secretary  
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Pottstown, PA 19465 

(610)-310-0096  
mjkashey@gmail.com 

Committee Chairs:  
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Kathy Miller 
Kennett Square, PA 
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Marilyn Romenesko & 
Conny Parsons 
Glen Mills, PA 
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Hostatality  
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Clayton, NJ 
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All articles and photos herein are the property of the 
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PRESIDENTôS LETTER 

Documentation has been a big part of our summer. While I had kept decent 

records of the inventory of hostas in the garden, we had been slightly less 

consistent with other plants. However, in bins on the shelf above the washing 

machine, Stephen had dutifully gathered plant tags as the plants were acquired. 

Making use of this quarantine time, we set about creating a better inventory. 

Stephen wanted to be able to document, by generalized location, each plant that 

we had put into our landscape, from the smallest bulb to the now-dominant 

willow oak we had planted over twenty years ago. I was in charge of data set-up 

by refining the Excel workbook that had kept track of hostas, Japanese maples, 

and epimediums. It had already gotten a bit confusing. We delimited the garden 

into about 35 areas, and I took rough pictures of each so we could match tags to 

plants while sitting on the sofaðwith Google at hand. 

While the work was a little fun, it wasnôt that easy! Far too many heuchera tags 

got tossed into the waste as lost plants; Iôm far too tempted by their pretty colors 

to remember that most donôt perform well for us. Astilbes and daylilies had to 

wait until they bloomed. Fernsé ugh. In the end, we succeeded, and vow to 

keep the inventory up to date as we make new acquisitions and remove or 

relocate existing plants. All told, itôs around 1,200 plants. 

Now, before you gasp in amazement, think of the collection of plants at Mill 

Fleurs, which is easily four times that! I also spent some time there, in advance 

of our July meeting, helping sort out some of the more challenging spaces where 

hostas needed to be realigned with their tags. Funny how those tags can 

disappear or move around on their own, isnôt it? Having an iPad with WiFi right 

in the garden, with access to the amazing Hosta Library, was a big help, even as 

our brains turned to mush by the end of the day trying to solve some puzzles. 

So if you feel the need to document, you can always just start with pictures. 

Digital ñfilmò is nearly limitless, and photo-editing tools make it easy enough to 

type the name of each plant right on top of it. Do it every year, and youôll also 

have a sort of visual journal to show the evolution of your garden. 

And for pictures, how wonderful it is that Kathy Miller has filled this issue with 

pictures from our three garden visits this year. Other than my documentary 

photos of garden sections, I was remiss in taking ñglamour shotò hosta portraits 

this year. I hope you enjoy these, either as a way of taking in what you couldnôt 

see in person this year, or as a remembrance of your own visit. Let us all hope 

that we, and the world, are all healthy enough next year to celebrate hostas 

together. 

David 

mailto:dsteager@earthlink.net
mailto:raboylan@comcast.net
mailto:ylan@comcast.net
mailto:dsteager@earthlink.net
mailto:mjkashey@gmail.com
mailto:kwmille@mtco.com


 
 
 
 
 

Rob Mortko 

Many gardeners have heard of tissue culture and may 

even appreciate that most new plant cultivars are 

commercially propagated using this method. But what 

is tissue culture and how does it work? 

While not a do-it-yourself project for most backyard 

gardeners, Robôs background in chemistry and 

engineering coupled with an interest in hosta kindled 

his curiosity about this topic.  His recent retirement 

from an engineering career afforded him the 

opportunity to start up his own tissue culture lab 

where he has had to address many of these same questions.  

The presentation will include a behind-the-scenes look at what goes on in a 

hosta tissue culture lab and a sneak preview of a few soon to be new hot 

hosta introductions from the lab. Donôt be scared of a little science - Rob 

makes it surprisingly easy to understand. 

Ed. Note: Two of Robôs most popular cultivars. Above right H. óHeart and Soulô (2000), lower 
right H. óStitch in Timeô (2004). Both photos by Rob Mortko via The Hosta Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ali Pollock, Remembered 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alma (Ali) Pollock, age 92, passed away in Glen Mills, 

Pennsylvania, on June 28. Ali was a long-time member of 

the American Hosta Society and a founding member of the 

Delaware Valley Hosta Society, along with her husband of 

49 years, Warren. In their Wilmington, Delaware, garden, 

Warren excelled at growing hostas in containers while Ali 

moved them into their wooded landscape, along with an 

elegant selection of shade loving perennials and shrubs.

  

They generously opened their garden to many local plant 

societies and AHS members. Ali registered and introduced 

H. óGrand Tiaraô and was a master Hosta Show judge for 

many years. 

She and Warren were regulars at AHS conventions, 

attending together for decades (since 1979!). She was 

largely content to let her husband stand in the limelight, but 

loved maintaining the personal connections she had with 

hosta people through the years. Perhaps as testament to her 

personality, she and Warren are the only actual people 

featured in a color plate in George Schmidôs The Genus 

Hosta. [Plate 147, misattributed] She instilled in their 

children and grandchildren a love of travel and cultural 

diversity, and a deep appreciation for the arts. 

Ten years ago Ali and Warren moved into Maris Grove, a 

retirement community, in Glen Mills, PA. She loved sitting 

on their balcony, among the containers of hostas that thrived 

there, with a glass of wine. At her last AHS convention, the 

50th Anniversary celebration in Philadelphia in 2018, she 

was her usual charming self, and took a memorable turn on 

the dance floor at the closing banquet. Ali had a wonderful 

smile and a song in her heart. DVHS Board 

 

 

  

ñHosta Tissue Culture for 
Dummies... Like Meò 

2020 Hosta Show Rescheduled to Summer 2021 
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Clockwise from top: White water on To hickon Creek.  Soft and comfy outdoor garden bench with fountain and H. óMonument Circleô.  
H. óFirst Mateô.  Mill Fleurs lawn with garden displaying the classic Tiffany Spirit Song®  garden bench. H. óNavajoô with unusual purple 
flower bracts.  Our hostess Barbara Tiffany chatting with  Warren Pollock and Roberta Chopko.  A big thanks to Tiff (not pictured) as 
well.  Center: H. óEroticaô. Thank you, Susan Yeager for the photo of Barbara and Warren. Other photos Kathy Miller 


