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Winter/Spring 2009
Hosta Meeting and Plant Sale 

Saturday, April 4, 12:30 p.m.
at the

Easttown Public Library, 720 1st Ave, Berwyn, PA

Wayne Guymon, Guest Speaker
Fun With Digital Photography in Your Garden:

A Guide for Those who Point and Shoot
10:00 DVHS Board Meeting and Set-up (Brown Bag Lunch)
12:30 Hosta Hospitality (Dessert Buffet) and Plant Preview
  1:00 Guest Speaker, Wayne Guymon 
  2:00 Plant Sale and more treats!
Please bring a dessert to share. Beverages will be provided.

DELAWARE VALLEY HOSTA SOCIETY

Directions to Easttown Public Library
The library is off the Main Line (Route 30), not far from the Devon Horse Show grounds and Waterloo 
Gardens (Devon). 

From Philadelphia: Take I-76 or the PA Turnpike West to King of Prussia/Valley Forge. Follow the signs 
to Route 202 South. Take 202 South to the Paoli exit (Route 252), about 3.5 miles. 
Take Route 252 South to Route 30, about 2 miles (Easiest, but not shortest, way). Turn Left at Route 
30/Lancaster Ave. Go 1.6 miles to Walnut Ave and turn Right. Walnut turns Left and becomes 1st Ave. 
The Library is on your right, about 0.4 miles after turning from Route 30. To return, you can continue on 
1st Ave. to Waterloo Ave, and turn left to get back to Route 30. (Note: Waterloo gardens is on S. Waterloo 
Rd., about 1 mi. further east on Route 30.)

From the South: Take I-95 North to I-476 North to I-76 West, then follow directions above.

From the West or Southwest: Take I-76 East to King of Prussia/Valley Forge, then follow directions 
above. Or, take Route 202 North (e.g. from Route 1) to the Paoli exit (Swedesford Rd.). Follow signs to Route 
252 South, and follow Route 252 South to Route 30 as in directions above.
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Snow covers the ground as I write this and more is on its way. March is a 
hard month for the serious gardener. Finally there is a hint of spring in the 
air. The Witch Hazels are in full bloom; bulbs are starting to pop up here 
and there—Tommies, Winter Aconites and, of course, Snow Drops. If one 
looks closely, one can see the bright magenta buds of the spring Cyclamen 
hiding under leaves sprinkled with silver. Fortunately, the early blooming 
daffodils have not been teased into blooming yet as they have in the past 
two years. A few buds are visible, but they are still closed tightly against 
the cold. Already Helleborus niger is sending up its pure white blooms and 
the hybrid Hellebores have begun to push up round balls, about the size of 
a large marble, which show the ribbed bottom of a leaf protecting the flower 
inside. In a few weeks, with the first warm days of March, the dusky purple, 
soft pink and pastel yellow flowers will unfurl and gift us with their blooms 
for many months to come. Here and there I can also discern the tips of a 
few Hostas poking cautiously through a thin layer of mulch. They are early 
and will have to wait for many weeks before they can push further up into 
the light and begin spreading their large, substantive leaves out towards 
the warmth of the spring sun. Sadly, a few of these tips are all too visible, 
signs of marauding voles at work. Fortunately, even these can be saved 
with a little extra care. Without roots they will revert to their juvenile form 
for a year or two, but the plant will be saved to grow again in its usual regal 
splendor.

I keep thousands of digital photos of my garden on my PC. They are a great 
comfort at this time of year—a reminder that inevitably spring does at last 
arrive. At the end of the day, when I am exhausted and half-frozen from 
editing the woods or uprooting the overly ambitious bamboo shoots, I love 
to cycle through these photos. I do so month by month, one year to the next, 
reminding myself that it takes more than a few warm days to transform 
the garden. But of course, like many others, my longing for spring blooms 
causes me to underestimate how long it will inevitably take. And with each 
unexpectedly warm day, I anticipate an earlier than usual spring. But then, 
if spring were to arrive early, I would be hard pressed to accomplish all the 
gardening tasks I post on my March and April project plans. Gardening is 
a curious activity that way though, always requiring adjustments to our 
normal routine. One year spring is early, another late. Sometimes there is 
too much moisture and other years I find myself pumping water from my 
pond to help the Rhododendrons and Azaleas survive another season. But 
as we all have witnessed this past year, life itself is like that. Always things 
change and unfortunately, not always for the better.

This brings me to the point of this edition of the newsletter: change is again 
afoot for the Delaware Valley Hosta Society. At our next meeting, I will 
announce the Board’s decision on my replacement as President. Fortunately, 
this change, I am certain, will be for the better. I have enjoyed getting to 
know a good number of you in this role and have greatly appreciated the 
support of the Board and my fellow officers. An organization like this depends 
on the dedication of each of its members in order to fulfill its function. We 
are fortunate to have many talented and generous members amongst us 
and it has been an honor to serve at their side.

Happy gardening to all. 

— Wayne Guymon

JOIN THE AHS!
The American Hosta Society is gearing up for another successful 
annual convention, this time in Michigan. Join the AHS today to 
find out more! Visit www.hosta.org where you may join on-line.
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On Hostas:
Views and Overviews, part 8
Warren I. Pollock, Wilmington, Delaware
Our continuing column by DVHS’s founder and first 
president. Contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com with 
your comments and questions.

Pre-season Pick of a Peck of Pesky Pest Problems
and Principal Prevention Programs

Regardless of the wide-spread hype about hostas being 
maintenance free, the practical fact is that there are 
some hefty pesky pests that commonly affect them. I 
think it fair to say their seriousness in ones garden 
depends on what standard of perfection one has and 
what aesthetic enjoyment one wants from ones hosta 
foliage - though certainly perfection and aesthetics can 
go hand in hand. 

How bothered are you when some leaves in your favorite 
hosta clump are marred by slug holes? What about 
several notches on leaf edges due to (black) vine weevil 
damage? Another is brownish streaks between veins 
from foliar nematodes? How badly does the foliage need 
to be damaged for you to take countermeasures? I think 
most hosta fanciers consider an occasional disfigurement 
to be O.K. But to help assure it’s only “occasional,” you 
need to initiate aggressive prevention and control 
measures.

In my column a year ago in the Winter 2008 DVHS 
Newsletter, I designated April 15th as Hosta IRS Day. 
IRS = Initial Reminder for Slugs. In the Delaware 
Valley and surrounding locales, on April 15th you should 
start—or better yet probably should have already 
started—programs not only for slug mitigation but also 
for foliar nematodes and (black) vine weevils. 

Here are recommendations for these pests’ prevention 
and control. More procedural information is detailed 
in several of my previous columns, which are available 
on the DVHS Web site.

Slugs
I’ve never seen snail problems here in the Delaware 
Valley and nearby communities. This most likely is due 
to the soils being acidic and snails needing alkaline 
environments (pH greater than 7) with an abundance 
of available calcium to grow their shells.

The first IRS Day offense for slugs is an ammonia 
drench. It is best to thoroughly clean the ground of 
leaves, debris, etc. that accumulated since last fall. I’m 
of the school that advocates having hosta gardens go 
into winter clean of tree leaves and withered hosta 
foliage because pests can overwinter in and under them. 
Still, there are always things to pick up after winter.

Pick a day when the ground is not frozen. Use non-
sudsing household ammonia diluted to a 20% solution 
(one part ammonia solution to 4 parts water). But if 
divisions (shoots) are already well up, use a weaker

Events
Conny Parsons
Our 2009 schedule is full of opportunities to get together 
and share informative speakers, auctions, plant sales, 
garden tours and potluck goodies.

April 4 Meeting and Plant Sale
Last August Jay Stanton ordered and received a 
wonderful selection of plants from Hans Hanson, Shady 
Oaks Nursery in Minnesota and from Walters Gardens 
in Michigan. Jay transplanted the young hostas, 
fertilized & watered till dormancy. In early February 
he brought them into his cool greenhouse where they 
have slowly come to life for the April plant sale.  He 
chose a wonderful selection of plants that we all “must 
have” in our gardens.
We are very fortunate to have a very talented and 
generous DVHS president that will be our guest speaker. 
Wayne Guymon’s photography is absolutely beautiful! 
This is a great opportunity to learn how to have fun 
with your camera and come up with those great garden 
photos.
Space is a little tight at this library, so come early and 
enjoy the desserts members have brought in to share.

May 30 Garden Tour and Auction
May 30th will come fairly quick so please put this date 
on your calendar. There will be two gardens open: both 
were “tour gardens” for the 2006 AHS National
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Membership Notes
Rebecca Boylan

I know that people are anxious to garden because I've 
been getting emails and calls lately about DVHS asking 
when our next meeting is taking place and if we're still 
an organization! Yes, DVHS is going strong, and as 
your Membership Vice-President, I'm gearing up for 
my busiest meeting, our spring plant sale.

We will have a wonderful collection of cutting-edge 
Hostas available to PAID members—only at our April 
meeting.  This means that you must check in with me 
and receive a numbered ticket in order to purchase 
plants.  Jay Stanton will randomly select a series of ten 
numbers, people will be allowed to choose one plant, 
and then the process will be repeated until the plants 
are gone or people are finished shopping.

It will make my job so much easier if members would 
send in their 2009 dues before the meeting; you can 
pay for one year or for multiple years.  Check your 
mailing label to see if you’re paid up for 2009, as many 
members have already paid this year’s dues.  I will still 
accept cash or checks at the meeting, but the wait will 
be shorter if I’m not taking so many payments!

Also, don’t forget to bring your friends to the meeting 
as they can join that day and be part of the plant-buying 
frenzy! ß continued on p. 6

continued on p. 7
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From the plant sale chair
Jay Stanton
The responsibility of the plant sale chairman is a simple 
one — just have the new plants available for sale that 
all the members want and at the best price any where. 
What I have done in the past two years is to go to two 
different growing markets for our plants and this year 
I changed the process quite a bit.

We have had some of the best new plants from Bob 
Solberg and also from Mark Zilis, so this year we have 
the opportunity to share in the bounty of Hans Hanson 
from Shady Oaks Nursery in Waseca, Minnesota and 
from North America’s leading wholesale grower of 
perennials, Walters Gardens in Holland, Michigan.

I ordered the plants in August. They arrived in 
September, and I transplanted them into 4" pots with 
a soil-free medium from Fry’s in Quarryville. With 
Dynamite fertilizer and proper watering until dormancy, 
they maintained their vigor. As the cold weather became 
ever present, the dormancy was evident, so I  vernalized 
the plants inside an unheated building. The plants were 
kept at or below 42 °F from early November until early 
February when I brought them into my “cool” green-
house. Now, nearing the end of February, all the pots 
have signs of new life emerging. I expect that at sale 
time on April 4th they will look as they would later in 
the spring had they broken dormancy naturally. The 
problem with this process of looking good early is that 
none of them has been truly outside, so they must have 
that all-important weaning away from the protection 
of the greenhouse into the elements of Nature.

I hope that my selection of plants, not all new, will 
create a buying market for you, our members. ß

Wayne Guymon and WynEden
Born and raised in central Utah, Wayne Guymon moved 
East to Manhattan to attend college and, with one brief 
exception, he never returned to live in the West. After 
graduating from Columbia College, he spent a year in 
Europe—mostly in Paris and Crete—and a year in 
Central America before returning to earn his Masters 
and Ph.D. from Columbia University. His doctorate is 
in the linguistic-based analysis of Medieval French 
texts, and he has published numerous articles in the 
area of semiotics. His work career was in managing 
computer technicians for large Fortune fivehundred 
companies. While working for EMI Music International, 
he was offered a position in southern California as the 
CIO of EMI’s music distribution. His assignment 
completed, four years later he returned to the green 
spaces of the Philadelphia area, finally settling on a 
now ten-acre property in Chadds Ford.  

Retired early, he works full time creating and 
maintaining his garden, WynEden, and has never been 
happier. Occasionally, he dreams about returning to 
the deserts of the south west for a few months in winter, 
but his heart is in WynEden. Besides gardening, Wayne 
is an avid photographer and enjoys giving lectures on 
garden topics. He shares his private Eden with his wife, 
Doris, and the world’s best dog,   

WynEden is visited regularly by local garden clubs as 
well as national gardening associations and groups as 
far away as the UK and Oregon. Wayne cultivates 
around 4,000 different named varieties of plants in a 
garden containing two ponds, three streams and several 
acres of native woodland. Visitors are always welcome.ß

DVHS Meeting, April 4, 2008
Plant Sale and Presentation

Easttown Public Library
720 1st Avenue, Berwyn, Pennsylvania

The serrated knife-edge look of hosta ‘Clovelly’, 
featured in this year’s plant sale. K. Terpening photo

This year’s plants and prices. See insert for details.
Abiqua Drinking Gourd — $15
American Icon — $15
Brother Stefan — $20
Clovelly — $20
Corkscrew — $20 
Hacksaw — $20
Hanky Panky — $20
Heatwave — $20
High Society — $20
Ice Prancer — $20
June Fever — $15
Komodo Dragon — $15
Lonesome Dove — $20
Mourning Dove — $20
Praying Hands — $15
Singing in the Rain — $20
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The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are 
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN! 

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149
Membership and Promotion: Rebecca Boylan 
610-327-8217 and Mary Tilger 610-454-7372
Webmaster: John Ferraina, Chair 856-589-1084
Plant Sales: Jay Stanton, Chair, 717-566-3415
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 215-598-1250
Display Garden: Eli Cohen, Chair, 610-869-7157
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Barbara Tiffany, Chair, 215-297-0550

Step right up!

For updates and more information, visit www.delvalhosta.org

Feature presentation, April 4th
As many of you know, Wayne Guymon enjoys taking 
photographs of gardens. Some of you may even own a 
copy of his documentation of the 2006 American Hosta 
Convention’s tour gardens in our area. In this 
presentation, Wayne will share with us his thoughts 
about using digital cameras in the garden. He will begin 
with a brief discussion of a few critical issues in selecting 
a digital camera and then quickly move into a 
demonstration of the three keys to taking successful 
garden photographs. He will then proceed to discuss 
the application of these three keys to the art of creating 
individual plant portraits, plant vignettes and garden 
landscape photos. 
There will also be a 
brief discussion of the 
ways in which he uses 
his digital photo-
graphs to manage his 
garden, WynEden. 
Finally, time permit-
ting, he will share 
with us a portion of a 
recently released 
DVD, WynEden 2009, 
as well as briefly 
d i s c u s s i n g  h o w  
anyone can easily 
create such a portrait 
of their own garden 
with motion and 
music. (Copies of this 
DVD will be on sale 
afterwards at $10 for 
those interested. All 
profits from the sale 
will be donated to the 
Society.)

New Members’ Corner
The Delaware Valley Hosta Society has been growing! 
We welcome the following new members who have 
joined our group since October:

Samuella Cohen	 Edward McHugh
Burlington, NJ	 Sicklerville, NJ

Betsy Hilton	 Doris Yorden
East Norriton, PA	 Brookhaven, PA

If you know someone who is interested in joining the 
DVHS but you don’t have an application handy, direct 
them to our website (www.delvalhosta.org) or have them 
call Rebecca Boylan for more information.

We are also interested in distributing our application 
forms to garden centers, gardening clubs, and plant 
sales, so if you would like any, please contact Rebecca.

This will be an informal presentation about how to take 
good photographs, not about the technical side of 
photography. Wayne, like many of you, is an amateur 
photographer—not a professional—and he believes that, 
for most of us, the technical side of photography is ade-
quately covered by the processors in the modern digital 
camera and by the software on our desktop computers. 
Consequently, Wayne will concentrate on the issues 
around pointing the camera, shooting a good photo-
graph and having fun with the process in one’s garden.ß

Posies posing like pros. W. Guymon photo

What a man needs in gardening is a cast-iron back with 
a hinge in it.	 Charles Dudley Warner (1829–1900)
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solution, for example, 10% (one part ammonia to 9 parts 
water). Ammonia contains nitrogen, so you’re also 
feeding your hostas with a quick shot of nitrogen (which 
will spur leaf growth). Ammonia is a two-for-one value.

Ammonia kills slugs by contact. To be effective, the 
chemical must contact the mollusks or their eggs. A 
light spraying of the soil is not sufficient as the slugs 
and especially eggs can be buried just below the surface. 
You need to thoroughly drench (saturate) the area 
where the crowns are planted, extending out to where 
probably the roots end. 

I don’t recommend using a fine-mist pump sprayer as 
it takes too long to empty its contents. I use a large, 
several-gallon watering can with a fine rose, saturating 
the top half-inch or so of soil. I also recommend the 
hand-pumped squirt guns that kids play with in a pool 
or at the beach. Some big ones, actually rifles, hold 
nearly a gallon of liquid. 

Keep in mind that if you have more than a couple dozen 
good-size hostas, you’re going to use a lot of ammonia 
solution. So you’re going to have to refill the container 
many times. But then household ammonia is fairly 
cheap. 

Immediately or at least very soon after the ammonia 
drench, apply slug bait pellets—but not too heavily. 
Pellets should be about 5 inches or so apart. Field 
studies indicate that if closer together, the kill-rate is 
less. In other words: more is not better. 

The key to satisfactory results from slug pellets is: 
reapply every 4–6 weeks to late summer. Especially 
apply fresh pellets very soon after a heavy rain. Keep 
in mind that application of these baits for slugs is not 
a once-per-growing season effort. 

The most effective pellets—that is, having the highest 
kill-rate—contain 4% metaldehyde. A popular brand is 
Deadline®. Unfortunately this product is not easy to 
find; I have found that some “Do-It-Best” hardware 
stores stock it. 

Next are pellets containing 3.25% metaldehyde. Scotts 
Miracle-Gro’s Ortho® Bug-Geta® is one; K-Mart’s brand 
is cheaper. Though containing less slugicide, the kill-
rate is still pretty good.

Becoming more popular are slug pellets containing 1% 
iron phosphate because they are labeled “pet safe.” 
Sluggo® is the best know, but at least a dozen companies 
are marketing the same pellets with their own brand 
names - though not necessarily cheaper. Iron phosphate 
has a lower kill-rate than metaldehyde, but it’s still 
“okay.”

Make sure you apply any of these pellets according to 
instructions on the packaging - which includes 
reapplication every 4–6 weeks. Otherwise you probably 
won’t be pleased with the results.
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Foliar Nematodes
This is another pest to get after on IRS DAY.

My primary recommendation in the past was Bonide® 

Systemic Granules Insect Control (IC) containing 2% 
Di-Syston (chemical name: disulfoton). But last year 
Bonide Products Company in upstate New York, while 
still keeping the name “Systemic Granules IC,” changed 
the formula. It no longer contains disulfoton. Instead 
it now contains 0.22% imidaclorprid, touted with 
Bonide’s own trade name, “Shamaax.” However, some 
nurseries and garden centers still have the old product 
containing 2% disulfoton on their shelves: seek them 
out. 

Bayer Advance™ 2 in 1 Systemic Rose and Flower Care 
still contains disulfoton but at only 1.00% concentration. 
That’s half the quantity of active chemical in Bonide’s 
old product. What this means is this: If you’re going to 
use this product to control foliar nematodes, you’ll have 
to apply a lot—an awful lot—of the granules to get any 
effective foliar nematode control. 

Disulfoton and imidaclorprid are both Bayer’s chemicals, 
original proprietary ones. I called Bayer Advance’s 
customer service center in North Carolina and was told 
that disulfoton is largely being withdrawn from home 
gardening products. However it’s still in 2 in 1 Systemic 
Rose and Flower Care because rose gardeners and the 
rose plant industry hollered that 1% disulfoton is needed 
for rose care and lobbied successfully that the product’s 
original formula be unchanged. 

Disulfoton is a systemic organophosphate with a lot of 
Federal EPA concerns. Imidacloprid, also a systemic 
but of a different chemical family, is considered “safer.” 
Merit™ is Bayer’s trade name for imidacloprid. You 
may already be familiar with Merit because it is 
commonly used to control grubs in lawns. I’m told 
Bayer’s patent on imidacloprid ran out, so there are 
now many trade names for imidaclorprid, one being 
Scotts Grub-Ex™. 

Bayer’s technical representative indicated that 
disulfoton, in large enough concentration, will kill foliar 
nematodes. But the “success-rate” with 2% disulfoton 
is not high enough “by industry standards” to claim, in 
the product’s literature, that it “protects gardens from 
foliar nematodes.” I gathered that the “success-rate” 
would have to be greater than 50%. 

I was further told that imidaclorprid also kills foliar 
nematodes. But most importantly, the “success-rate” is 
considerably less than for disulfoton, maybe just 25%. 
Neither chemical has the success-rate of Nemacur®, a 
highly toxic organophosphate also made by Bayer that 
is now off the market, at least for home gardeners. 
Nemacur’s success rate after two applications was 
usually greater than 95%. The first application killed 
the worms; the second killed the worms that hatched 
from the earlier generation’s eggs.

continued on p. 7
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Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form
Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to:	 Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership	
1200 Farmington Ave.	
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for 
address and e-mail, or to offer your garden for a 
potential meeting or tour. Thanks!

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Would you consider opening your garden for a members’ 
tour? ______________________________________________

Are you in the nursery trade? _________________________

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.
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Don’t forget: Join the AHS!
www.hosta.org

What does this mean to home gardeners? Simply, if 
your hostas have a foliar nematode infestation, you’re 
not going to have a very high kill-rate of the worms 
with disulfoton or imidaclorprid. Neither chemical will 
get your infected hostas “foliar nematode-free.” 

The best, it seems, you can do with disulfoton and 
especially imidaclorprid is to keep the existing problem 
“within bounds,” which may be a euphemism for “under 
control.” Further, they likely will help keep the problem 
from spreading widely. Of the two chemicals, I 
recommend disulfoton. On IRS Day, apply the granules 
to the soil thickly and then again a month later, and 
then again a month later.

Imidaclorprid is the second choice. It is available as a 
liquid as well as granules and powder. The best buy is 
Bayer Advanced 12 Month Tree & Shrub Protect & 
Feed, a liquid containing 1.47% imidaclorprid. As 
mentioned, imidaclorprid is in many lawn grub-proofing 
products, but at a low concentration. 

If you apply either of these chemicals for foliar 
nematodes, please let me know your results. We need 
to share information on performance. My e-mail address 
is giboshiwip@aol.com.

(Black) Vine Weevil

It’s the adult, vine weevil beetles that eat the notches 
in the leaves in mid-season. But there is no chemical 
available to home gardeners that effectively attacks 
these beetles.

In early season, though, you can kill the weevil larvae 
in the ground. These grubs eat roots and are especially 
destructive in containers. Imidaclorprid is very effective 
in killing the larva. So if you apply imidaclorprid on 
IRS DAY for foliar nematodes, you also have initiated 
a prevention and control program for vine weevils. 
That’s a two-for-one value for this chemical. ß

Convention hosted by DVHS. Come in the morning to 
our garden, Jim and Conny Parsons. Walk around the 
natural pond where Holly, the dog, may entertain you 
with her retrieving skills. Check out Jim’s vegetable 
garden (last fall’s pumpkin patch and haunted 
garden)…still a work in progress. Wander back to the 
gazebo past beds and borders filled with some 500 hosta 
cultivars and collections of other shade loving plants. 
You may have some short little people (grandkids) 
giving you side tours. I am hoping some of the roses 
will be in bloom in the sunny rose/perennial garden. 
Stay for a potluck lunch, and then take a 10-minute 
drive to the Drummond’s garden, where our second 
garden tour awaits, and the auction takes place.
Michael and Elizabeth Drummond’s garden is 
spectacular with hosta theme beds, a hillside garden 
with a large stone bridge, a terrace rose and herb 
garden, and a large pond with dock and gazebo. At the 
entrance sun-loving hostas grow beside iron gates 
featuring the symbol of their property, “Tallwood,” a 
large shade tree. The driveway leads to the hillside 
garden where you will see one of the largest clumps of 
H. ‘Spilt Milk’ in the U.S. Look for different hosta theme 
gardens, including the “Monster” garden and the 
“Cocktail” garden. Also, enjoy their wonderful collection 
of garden art. The garden house marks the beginning 
of the Heritage Walk, which is a special garden featured 
at the 2006 AHS Convention to honor DVHS members 
through their hosta introductions. Expect to see some 
of these special hostas in the DVHS Auction. 
Remember that when you divide and dig your hostas 
this spring to pot some up for the DVHS Auctions this 
summer. ß
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n fine weather the old gentleman is almost constantly 
in the garden; and when it is too wet to go into it, he 
will look out of the window at it by the hour together. 
He has always something to do there, and you will see 
him digging, and sweeping, and cutting, and planting, 
with manifest delight…; and in the evening when the 
sun has gone down, the perseverance with which he lugs 
a great watering-pot about is perfectly astonishing.

Charles Dickens (1812–1870)



Saturday, March 21: Hardy Plant Society meeting:
March Into Spring at DelCo Comm. Coll., Media 
Saturday, March 28: Tri-State Hosta Society 
Plant sale at Frelinghuysen Arboretum, Morristown, 
NJ 
Saturday, April 4: DVHS Winter/Spring Meeting, 
Easttown Public Library, Berwyn, PA
Hosta plant sale and great hospitality
Guest Speaker, Wayne Guymon
Saturday, May 23: Tri-State Hosta Society 
Visit the Weissman garden in Piscataway, NJ
Saturday, May 17: DelMarVa Hosta Society 
Visit Howard Kitchener’s garden in Lewes, DE 
Saturday May 30: DVHS Tours of Parsons’s garden 
(Glen Mills, PA) and Tallwood, (Drummond’s garden, 
Malvern, PA). Potluck and Plant Auction. 

Fri–Sun, June 12–14: First Look 2009 exhibition, 
competition, and garden tours. Lowell, MA 
www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook
June 24-27: AHS National Convention in Lansing, 
Michigan. www.hosta.org or www.ihostohio.org/mhs 
Sunday, June 28: DelMarVa Hosta Society 
Visit Vickie & Al Thompson’s garden in Seaford, DE
July 11–12: Tri-State Hosta Society 
Hosta Show at Frelinghuysen Arboretum, 
Morristown, NJ 
Saturday, July 18: DVHS Tour of Jerry Hudgens’ 
Garden in Churchville, MD
Potluck Supper and Plant Auction
October: DVHS Fall meeting, TBA.
Visit www.tristatehosta.org for Tri-State event info.

OVERDUE DUES?  
Please check your mailing label.  If you see a number less than 9, you owe DVHS dues for 2009. Current  
members’ renewal fees are due by the March/April meeting; any back dues also need to be paid in order to 
remain current.  You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the special sales, and to receive the 
Newsletter by mail. The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter and maintenance of the website, as well 
as for other society activities. If you want to continue hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. Don’t 
delay! Send in your 2009 membership fee today!
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