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Fall 2008

Hosta Fair!
Saturday, October 11

at the
Montgomery County 4-H Center
(Cooperative Extension Office)

1015 Bridge Road, Collegeville, PA
Directions inside

Sponsored by the Montgomery County Master Gardeners.
Website: montgomery.extension.psu.edu.

10:00–12:00
PULL AND THROW TUFA TROUGH MAKING

(Pre-registration and fee required. Details inside.)

12:00–1:00
LUNCH and “Hosta Hospitality”

Most Disgusting Garden Glove Contest
CHILI COOKOFF

 BLUE RIBBON Pies, Cookies and Bars

1:00–2:30
GRANDSTAND SHOW… “What’s a Mini Hosta?”

presented by Dr. WARREN POLLOCK

2:30–3:00 and 3:00–3:30
CHAT AND LEARN AT BREAKOUT BOOTHS

Details inside

DELAWARE VALLEY HOSTA SOCIETY
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As I write this, the rain is pouring down outside my study window, marking
an end to our August drought. My hosta 'Lemon Lime' normally goes dormant
sometime in August, but this year it was partially joined by a large number
of other hostas whose leaves turned an autumnal yellow long before the
frosts of fall. Many of the ferns also prematurely shed their fronds, going
dormant early in order to survive until next spring. Combine that with all
of the brown and yellow leaves shed by the trees in their triage actions to
outlast the drought and you have a garden that looks far past its summer
glory. Among my hostas, only those who bloom this time of year seem to
have pulled through with some grace. Clearly, these tardifloras, hypoleucas
and longipes have evolved so as to survive summer droughts and still be
able to put forth their welcome blooms late in the year. The result is not
only late flowers, but leaves that in some cases almost shine with vigor,
putting to shame some of the earlier blooming hostas with 'Fortunei' in their
lineage. At this time of year, I always find myself thinking that the next
time I buy a hosta I will make sure it is a late bloomer. But then there are
so many wonderful choices to be made among those that bloom earlier that
inevitably I forget this resolution by the next spring.

Speaking of buying hostas, those of you who were able to join us at Walter
Cullerton's garden had an exceptional opportunity to pick up a wide variety
of hostas not always available in the marketplace. Almost miraculously,
Walter managed to provide a refreshing breeze as we toured his lovely
garden and conducted our summer auction. This was most fortunate inasmuch
as the number of plants provided for auction by DVHS and Tri-State Hosta
Society members was enormous. One individual in particular deserves
special thanks in this regard: Dave Chopko of Tri-State contributed over
100 different hostas. I may be wrong, but I suspect that is a record number
of plants from a single individual.

Our next event, another first for DVHS, promises to be most rewarding. In
lieu of our usual November meeting, we are holding our fall meeting in
October this year with a series of classes that should prove of interest to a
great number of our members. Since we are doing this in conjunction with
the Montgomery County Master Gardeners, we will also have a chance to
meet new gardening friends and share with them our enthusiasm for the
genus Hosta. I urge all to attend.

Finally, it has been two years since I took on the responsibility of DVHS
President. Thanks to the willing support and participation by a number of
you, we have accomplished a great deal during this period, but it is that
time again when we must select a new leader for the organization. Please
give this careful consideration and let me know who you think would best
be able to carry on the fine tradition of DVHS. Ideally, this should be someone
with a real love for hosta who also has good interpersonal skills and enjoys
working with others to make things happen. I believe there are a number
of individuals in our group who meet these qualifications, but we need your
help in arriving at the final choice for your approval. So please give this
matter some serious thought.

— Wayne Guymon

JOIN THE AHS!
The American Hosta Society has just held another
successful annual convention, this time in St. Louis.
Join the AHS today to get a full recap, and to find
out about next year’s exciting convention in Michigan!
Visit www.hosta.org where you may join on-line.
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On Hostas:
Views and Overviews, part 7
Warren I. Pollock, Wilmington, Delaware
Our continuing column by DVHS’s founder and first
president. Contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com with
your comments and questions.

2008 Foliar Nematode Infestation Worst Ever
Numerous hosta growers in and around the Delaware
Valley have observed that their plants are considerably
more infected with foliar nematodes (primarily
Aphelenchoides fragariae, an eelworm) this year than
ever before.
Puzzling is that it’s not just those hostas that had foliar
nematode (“FN”) problems in previous years. Also, it’s
not just hostas that are, or were, adjacent to, or within
a three-or-four-foot radius of, plants affected in previous
years. Understandably they might have become infected.

Also puzzling is DVHS gardeners are noting FN
infections in hostas growing nowhere near any hostas
afflicted in their gardens in past years. These plants
never showed any characteristic interveinal browning
of leaves before. Foliage always looked A-O.K.

And it’s not just hostas that are heavily FN afflicted
this year. For the first time many other perennials are
showing tell-tale FN signs in their leaves too. Tricyrtes
and ferns in particular are afflicted.

It’s the worst infestation of this serious pest I can recall.
I have no rock-solid explanation why it is so bad this
year. It could be the type of weather we had this summer.
It could be last year’s weather and we’re seeing the
results this year. But neither explains why plants never
before with this problem and nowhere near plants that
had or have the problem are badly infected this year.

Some say these infected hostas always were infected
with foliar nematodes. That is, they had foliar nematodes
when initially acquired. It just took this long for the
eelworms to grow and colonize to a large enough size
to be seen, perhaps encouraged by weather conditions.
In other words it may have taken five to ten years or
longer for visible symptoms to occur. That’s frightening!
Really frightening! If there’s any truth to it—even just
a smidgen—what can be expected next year and in
years to come?

The popular American Hosta Society booklet, The Hosta
Adventure, 2008 edition, says this:

These are very small worms that reside in the
intercellular spaces in plants, feeding on the
leaf tissue. The worms and their eggs overwinter
in dead foliage and in the crowns of plants. They
move up the petiole into the leaf, where they
begin to feed and multiply at a rapid rate.
Yellowish to brown streaks occur between the
veins of leaves about three months after hostas
emerge from dormancy. These microscopic pests
are spread to nearby plants by splashing water
from rain or irrigation.

Events
Conny Parsons
This is the first DVHS Hosta Fair and we hope to have
a large turn-out.  We are very fortunate to have use of
this facility and are very thankful for the Montgomery
County Master Gardeners’ sponsorship.

Although gardening is winding down, it is still worth
walking around the Learning Gardens planted by the
Master Gardeners. Two large hosta gardens have been
planted with a large donation of plants from Russell’s
Gardens Wholesale. DVHS also donated many plants
this spring for the newest part of this area. The pond
and water garden welcomes you to this facility. To the
side of the building is a well planned accessibility garden
where people in wheel chairs can enjoy colors and
f r a g r a n c e s .  V i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e ;
montgomery.extension.psu.edu. (under Cooperative
Extension -  Montgomery County  /  Penn
State…horticulture/gardens) for more information about
the garden rooms.

CHILI COOKOFF CONTEST
I make the WORST CHILI IN THE WORLD and I plan
on bringing it for the cook-off.  So please HELP, come
to the fair and bring a crock pot of really good Chili.
Prizes for all!

MOST DISGUSTING GARDEN GLOVE CONTEST
’Nuff said? You know you’ve got some. If not, you get
volunteered to judge!
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Newsletter by Internet or E-mail
from the DVHS Board of Directors

Currently, we are mailing printed copies of the
Newsletter to the entire membership. We are also
making the Newsletter available for download on our
website, http://delvalhosta.org. The pdf (portable
document format) files are the same as the printed
version, with several advantages.  Among them: color
pictures and “live” web links.

The Board of Directors wishes to deterimine which
members are willing to accept e-delivery only. We think
this can be a majority of our membership, which could
result in a cost reduction of several hundred dollars in
expenses each year. Savings which would result in
providing better service to our members and to our
communities.

The first step is to collect your email addresses! Send
an email to our membership database chair, Rebecca
Boylan, at raboylan@comcast.net, to get your name on
the list! We’ll also be taking names and addresses at
all our meetings this year. Welcome to the future!

And one more reminder: it may be time to pay your
dues! Paying now means no worries about getting those
special hostas at our Winter meeting. Use the handy
form inside the back page, or bring dues to the Hosta
Fair on October 11. continued on p. 6

continued on p. 7
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8 Hosta Fair!
Saturday, October 11, 2008

at the
Montgomery County 4-H Center
(Cooperative Extension Office)

1015 Bridge Road, Collegeville, PA

10:00–12:00 PULL AND THROW TUFA TROUGH MAKING
(Note: Pre-registration and fee required. Details on next page.)
Or visit the “learning gardens” of the Master Gardeners.

12:00–1:00 LUNCH and “Hosta Hospitality”
Most Disgusting Garden Glove Contest ß Chili Cookoff
Bring a brown bag lunch for yourself, and your BLUE RIBBON Pies, Cookies and Bars to share!

1:00–2:30 GRANDSTAND SHOW… “What’s a Mini Hosta?”
presented by Dr. Warren Pollock.

2:30–3:00 and 3:00–3:30
CHAT AND LEARN AT BREAKOUT BOOTHS
Growing Hosta from Seed ß Charlie Seaver [Oak booth]
Dwarf Conifers for Containers ß Walter Cullerton [Beech booth]
Q&A: including “Hostas on the Internets” ß David Teager [Hickory booth]
Breakout sessions will be informal 20–30 minute talks, given twice so you can attend two.

3:30 CLEANUP: Many hands make light work!

4:00 BOARD MEETING open to all interested members

For updates and more information, visit delvalhosta.org

The Delaware Valley Hosta Society has a new “sport”
The third meeting of the Susquehanna Hosta Society will be held October 21, 2008, at the meeting room
of the Giant Superstore in Camp Hill, PA. The SHS now has over a dozen members!

The Tuesday evening meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. and run until 9:00 p.m. The President, Jay Stanton, is
inviting all DVHS members to attend, since the speaker will be Conny Parsons who will speak about the
benefits of membership in a local as well as the National hosta society. The group has elected to meet on
Tuesday evenings due to busy weekend scheduling.

The format of the DVHS sport will be similar to that of its parent as to type and timing of meetings. As
time advances the group plans to establish its own identity and recognition from the American Hosta
Society. For any questions or comments please contact Jay Stanton or cell 717-645-2950.

A note from SHS President Jay Stanton:
Friends, I am not leaving the DVHS but as we grow it is good at times to divide a large plant and transplant
it somewhere else to grow and hopefully flourish.
We all have done this in our gardens and the transplant grows on to become a thriving specimen on its
own. I did this ten years ago with a hobby greenhouse group  we started and now we are thriving here
in the central part of the state. I will continue to order and sell the plants for our late Winter meeting
this year and will do double duty as well for the Susquehanna Hosta Society. We appreciate the relationship
that we maintain with the DVHS and will support all the sponsored events.
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Directions to the Hosta Fair
at the Montgomery County Cooperative Extension Office

The 4-H Center is located in the old Skippack Elementary School on Route 113, one mile south of Route 73
in Skippack.

From Philadelphia: Take 76 West to Valley Forge. Follow the signs to Route 422 West. Take 422 West
to the Collegeville exit (Route 29). Take Route 29 North. At the Collegeville Shopping Center you will have
to make a quick right and then a left (stay on Route 29 North). The next intersection that you come to is
Route 113. Make a right here. It is approximately 2 miles to the 4-H Center. The Center is an old brick
school building on your left.

From the North: Take the NE Extension of the PA Turnpike South to the Lansdale exit. After going
through the toll booth, turn right onto Route 63 (West)(Sumneytown Pike). Go approximately 4 miles to
Route 113. Make a left (go South). Go 5 miles and cross the intersection of Route 113 and Route 73. The
Extension office is one mile from the light at this intersection on the right.

From Willow Grove: Take the NE Extension of the PA Turnpike North to the Lansdale exit. After going
through the toll booth, turn right onto Route 63 (West)(Sumneytown Pike). Go approximately 4 miles to
Route 113. Make a left (go South). Go 5 miles and cross the intersection of Routes 113 and 73. The Extension
office is one mile from the light at this intersection on the right.

From Lansdale: Take Route 363 South to Route 73. Turn right (North) onto Route 73. Go through Skippack.
The first light that you come to in town is Route 113. Make a left here. The 4-H Center is 1 mile past this
light on the right hand side of the road.

Hypertufa Trough Class
10 a.m. in the Learning Gardens
Class Limit 12 (So register early!)

Using hypertufa, made from a combination of sand, perlite, cement, and peat moss, you will create a molded
planter to take home and plant. This easy to make product is lighter in weight than concrete and can be
planted with sedum or hens and chicks, rare alpines or even shade-loving plants (i.e.-mini hostas!). The
finished trough has an ancient look like stone.  All materials for creating the troughs will be supplied. The
instructors will provide step-by-step instructions. Dress to get dirty. Please bring a pair of sturdy rubber
gloves for kitchen use.

Class limit 12, first come, first served. Cost $15. You must register and pay in advance for this class. Please
make checks payable to Rebecca Boylan and mail to: 1200 Farmington Ave., Pottstown, PA 19464. For
convenience, use the membership form inside the back page of the newsletter, and mail by October 6.

If there are too many people registered for this class, we will return your payment, so make sure you include
your email address and phone number on your registration so we can contact you.  The class is only for the
first 12 registrants and is not a demonstration; please respect these conditions.

WHAT’S A MINI HOSTA?
Warren I. Pollock

Wilmington, Delaware

Warren is a founder of the Delaware Valley Hosta Society and a former editor of The American Hosta
Society’s The Hosta Journal.  He is author of “What’s in a Hosta Name?” and other popular colums in The
Hosta Journal and the Delaware Valley Hosta Society Newsletter.

Minis hostas are big…in popularity. Warren reviews the original AHS Mini Hosta Criteria and the recently-
adjusted criteria, which more-or-less evolved from the Pandora’s Box Series and Mouse Ear Series controversies.
He addresses the always concerning problem that hostas considered today to be minis may become too big
tomorrow to comply. Cultivars—registered and unregistered—meeting the current criteria are examined.
Newly introduced minis are critiqued.  Growing tips—especially for troughs—are detailed, and attendees’
experiences solicited.  Wow! Mini Hosta Landscaping is discussed with slides.

This slide-lecture presentation is audience-interactive. No handouts provided; please bring paper and
pencil/pen for notes.
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What can gardeners do now, this fall?

First and foremost, carry out a thorough garden clean-
up as soon as possible. Cut off all leaves showing a
foliar nematode problem. Place foliage in a plastic bag,
tie bag securely and discard it in the trash.

Don’t forget to disinfect all cutting tools before each cut
and after last cut in 10% bleach solution (one part
regular “Clorox” or equivalent to nine parts water).

When the foliage goes completely dormant, gather all
the leaves from infected and suspected plants in plastic
bags and discard as trash. Do not add these leaves to
compost piles. And importantly, do not leave the dead
leaves on the ground over the winter. Chances are they
contain FN eggs that will overwinter, exacerbating the
problem in your garden next season.

Early next year (2009), initiate the FN mitigation
program I detailed in the Winter 2008 (Vol. 17, No. 1)
issue of the DVHS Newsletter. There still is only one
chemical available in nursery and garden centers
believed to have some foliar nematodicidal potency:
“Di-Syston” with generic name disulfoton, a systemic
organophosphate.

“Bonide

®

 Systemic Granules” contains 2% Di-Syston,
which I’m told is the maximum percent permitted by
the federal EPA for home garden use. Bonide products,
however, are often hard to find in the Delaware Valley.
“Bayer Advanced™ 2-in-1 Systemic Rose & Flower Care
Granules” also contains Di-Syston but only 1%. Bayer
products (in blue containers), however, are widely
available.

There still is no consensus on how effective Di-Syston
is for controlling foliar nematodes or how and when
best to apply it. But there’s still agreement that a one-
time light dosing of the chemical is not sufficient and
all hostas within a three-four foot radius of an infected
plant should be treated also.

I again recommend a three-month, three-step treatment
program, the first treatment when shoots are just coming
out of the ground:

For each treatment:
• Water thoroughly the soil around clumps, extending

to the full spread of the leaves.
• Sprinkle copiously the granules over the wetted

ground. For 2% Di-Syston, the applied area should
have a coating of the chemical about one-granule
thick. For 1% Di-Syston, apply twice as much
chemical, about a two-granule-thick coating; the
covering should look like a light “snowfall” or a thin
white frosting on a cake.

• Spray gently with water to dissolve the chemical.
Di-Syston does not dissolve quickly, so this may
take a bit of time.

Make a 2nd treatment three-four weeks later, and a
3rd treatment three-four weeks after that.

Next summer again cut off all leaves with disease
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8 Views and Overviews, continued from p. 3

symptoms. Discard them in a tightly tied plastic bag
in the trash. Do not add any leaves from infected plants
to the compost pile. And make sure you disinfect all
tools after each cut with 10% bleach solution.

You will need to repeat the three-part program in 2010.
And frankly, you will need to repeat it in 2011 too.
Mitigating FN with Di-Syston is not a one- or two-year
undertaking.

Some readers are familiar with soaking dormant
divisions of infected plants in 120 °F hot water for 15–20
minutes. This treatment is often recommended to kill
foliar nematodes—and it does but you might not like
the appearance of the hostas afterward and sometimes
the plants die too. There’s a bit more information in
The Hosta Adventure, which can be purchased from
DVHS.

NOTE: Please save this newsletter for instructions
you’ll need next year. There may not be space in the
Winter newsletter to reprint it. [Ed. note: it will still
be available at delvalhosta.org.] ß

Growing Hosta from Seed:
A Hybridizer’s Almanac
Charlie Seaver
A useful companion piece for the discussion Charlie
will be leading at the Hosta Fair.
It’s not Rocket Science. Anyone can do it. You can too.
Here is how.

First, start with some hostas growing in your garden.
In September, decide which hostas might be good
parents and see which of those have bloom scapes with
mature seed pods. In October, write the name of the
hosta on a brown paper lunch bag, cut the bloom scapes
when the first pod opens, place the scapes upside down
in the bag and store indoors. In November after the
pods have dried and opened, shake the seeds from the
pods and remove all chaff, pod pieces, and non-viable
(white or light brown) seeds and store the viable (black)
seeds in a envelope marked with the hosta name. In
December, soak sterile growing medium in warm
water, wring out until excess water is squeezed out,
and place in a growing tray with clear plastic cover,

continued on p. 7

Classic nematode damage. Photo by A. Scheer
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Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form

or
Tufa Trough class registration form!

Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.
Tufa Trough class fee is $15.

Mail to: Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership
1200 Farmington Ave.
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for
address and email, or to offer your garden for a
potential meeting or tour. Thanks!

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Would you consider opening your garden for a members’
tour? ______________________________________________

Are you in the nursery trade? _________________________

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.
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sprinkle the saved seeds onto the surface, label, cover
and place in a warm place. In January, when the seeds
have sprouted, place the growing tray one inch under
a fluorescent light. In February, add water only as
needed to ensure good root growth. In March, pull up
the least interesting half of the seedlings and discard.
In March, water with liquid fertilizer half strength to
encourage vigorous growth. In April, transplant the
best seedlings to individual pots and…be strong and
compost the rest. In May, place the seedlings outdoors
in the shade to harden them off and plant them in the
garden a week later. In June, admire your success and
make sure the seedlings get plenty of water and shade.
In July, since your first attempt at growing hostas
from seed was so successful, put some pollen from
special hostas in the freezer and order some streaked
variegated hostas and hybridizing wires so you can
make variegated hostas and know who the pollen
parents are. In August, remove petals from blooms of
hostas you wish to pollinate first thing in the morning
(so the bees don’t put unwanted pollen on the receptive
pistol) and then pick stamens with ripe pollen from
hostas with good traits and apply the pollen to prepared
flowers and label the pollen used with a hybridizing
wire. In September, use the pollen from the freezer
to make some crosses between early and late blooming
hostas that the bees cannot do. It is that easy. It is that
fun. Give it a try. ß

The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN!

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149
Membership and Promotion: Rebecca Boylan
610-327-8217 and Mary Tilger 610-454-7372
Webmaster: John Ferraina, Chair 856-589-1084
Plant Sales: Jay Stanton, Chair, 717-566-3415
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 215-598-1250
Display Garden: Eli Cohen, Chair, 610-869-7157
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Barbara Tiffany, Chair, 215-297-0550

Step right up!

THE 2009 EVENT CALENDAR

Saturday, April 4
Jay Stanton has been working on the process of ordering
plants for the spring sale.  Rumor has it that plants
will be arriving from the Northwest.
Wayne Guymon will be our guest speaker with a focus
on finding the beauty within a garden and capturing
it through the camera’s lenses. LOCATION NEEDED,
please call with suggestions and questions, Conny 610-
558-6196 or 610-500-1286

Saturday, May 30 (tentative)
In the morning: Conny and Jim Parsons’ Garden Tour
and Potluck Lunch, Glen Mills, Pa. A garden with  Lots
of Hosta in beds and borders, a rose garden, garden
pond and gazebo.
After Lunch, Michael and Elizabeth Drummond’s
Garden Tour and Auction, Malvern, Pa.

This is a spectacular garden with many hosta theme
gardens, a hillside garden with a large stone bridge, a
terrace rose and herb garden filling the air with
fragrances and a large pond with dock and gazebo.
Their garden was the home of the Heritage Walk where
DVHS members were honored through their hosta
introductions. Many of these hostas will be in the
Auction.

Both gardens were on tour for the 2006 AHS National
Convention hosted by DVHS.

June 24–27: AHS National Convention, Michigan

Saturday, July 18
Jerry Hudgens’ Garden Tour and Auction, Churchville,
Maryland

Ferns, Ferns and More Ferns! This garden is a wonder-
ful strolling garden, down shaded paths with great
plant combinations. A must to see!

Fall Meeting…TBA .

Let us know what you want to do! ß

Growing Hosta from Seed, continued from p. 3



Saturday, April 5 DVHS Winter/Spring Meeting at
the Scott Arboretum
Hosta plant sale and great hospitality
Guest Speaker, Bob Solberg
Location: Lang Performing Arts Center, Swarthmore
College, Swarthmore, PA
Saturday June 7–8 Hosta Show!
Wilmington, Delaware
Saturday June 7 DVHS Tour of Teagate Gardens
(David Teager and Stephen Fugate) in Garnet
Valley, PA
Potluck and Plant Auction.
June 11-14 AHS National Convention in St. Louis,
Missouri. www.hosta2008.org

Fri–Sun, June 27–29 First Look 2008 exhibition,
competition, and garden tours. Scutney, VT
www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook
Saturday, July 19 DVHS Tour of Walter and Emilie
Cullerton Garden in Pineville, PA, plus shopping
at Russell Gardens Wholesale
Potluck Supper and Plant Auction
September 13  Pennsylvania Horticulture Society
Members’ Day, Philadelphia Naval Yard
October 11  Hosta Fair! DVHS Fall meeting,
Montgomery County 4-H Center, Collegeville, PA.

OVERDUE DUES?
Please check your mailing label.  If you see a number less than 9, you will owe dues for 2009. Current  members’
renewal fees are due by the March meeting; any back dues also need to be paid in order to remain current.
You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the Special sales, and to receive the newsletter by mail.
The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter and maintenance of the website, as well as for other society
activities. If you want to continue hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. Don’t delay! Send in your
2009 membership fee today, or bring it on October 11.

DVHS Newsletter v17.4
1411 Deer Meadow Ln
Garnet Valley, PA 19061-1925

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Calendar of Events 2008
www.delvalhosta.org

Don’t forget: Join the AHS!
www.hosta.org


