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Spring 2008 Hosta Show
Garden Tour and Plant Auction

Saturday, June 7 (show and tour)
Sunday, June 8 (public show)

Hosta Show: at New Castle County Library,

Brandywine Hundred Branch
1300 Foulk Road, Wilmington, Delaware

Garden Tour and Auction: at Teagate Gardens

David Teager and Stephen Fugate, hosts
1411 Deer Meadow Ln, Garnet Valley, Pennsylvania

Directions inside

Saturday: Hosta show entries, 9 to 11:30 a.m.
Show open to the public at 1:30-4 p.m. (Sunday
also)
11:30 Garden Tour, potluck lunch
2:00 Auction & announcement of show winners
3:00 Go see the show!

Sunday: Hosta show open, 1 to 3:30 p.m.
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President’s Message

Spring is here and a glorious spring at that. Unlike last year when we had
an extremely dry April, this year we have had lots of rain as well as some
unseasonably warm days. As a result, my garden is a full week ahead of
last year. The hostas are all up and looking like candidates for a nice crisp
salad. A few are already potted up for our next auction.

I need to make room for those red Hostas we heard about from Bob Solberg
at our last meeting. Those of you who were not able to attend missed a
terrific presentation on the genetics and bio-chemistry involved in adding
red to the repertoire of colors in a hosta leaf. I found it extremely interesting
and well-presented. This was followed by our traditional sale of new hostas
also furnished by Bob Solberg. These were selected by Jay Stanton and the
choices were very exciting.

Our next meeting continues what we all hope will become a tradition of
having a Hosta Show (cut leaf exhibition) along with a garden tour. If you
have never entered such a competition before, let me encourage you to take
heart and try it this year. I entered a few leaves at our first such exhibition
and was surprised to find that I had a few winners among my collection of
Hosta. Eva Jones, our past DVHS President, has volunteered to take charge
of this event and with her enthusiasm and skill, I am sure we will all find
it both fun and rewarding. The exhibit and the tour garden are minutes
apart from each other, so everyone should be able to participate in both
events on June 7th. The Show will be open to the general public.

As to our tour garden, this is one you will not want to miss. David and
Stephen’s garden is full of wonderfully grown hostas situated with an open
meadow at the back and woods to the front and sides. I've been there a
number of times and each time I find something new to admire and lust
after for my own garden.

At our board meeting in April, we discussed the role of the Society in creating
display gardens in order to both interest others in Hosta and educate them
about Hosta. It is the opinion of the board that such efforts in the future
will be best directed towards the creation of a National Display Garden at
one of the major arboretums in our area. Your input on this endeavor will
be most appreciated.

I look forward to seeing all of you on Saturday, June 7th.

— Wayne Guymon

The entry bed at Teagate Gardens. D. Teager, photo.



DVHS EVENTS

Conny Parsons

Calendar reminder: June 7-8, July 19 and October 11
are the DVHS Events you do not want to miss.

June 7th is a full day, starting out with members
dropping off their best leaves to be put on display at
the Hosta Show; New Castle County Library,
Wilmington, DE. Judging takes place in the morning
and the exhibit will be open to the public from 1-4 pm
and again on Sunday, June 8th from 1-4 pm. This is
really a fun event and easy to enter. You will be amazed
to see the variety of leaves displayed in crystal vases
on white tablecloths. This will be a great opportunity
to share hosta information and enthusiasm.

After dropping off your leaves, join the DVHS for a
Garden Tour and Auction at Teagate Gardens, the
home of David Teager and Stephen Fugate, Garnet
Valley, Pa. Their garden is only a 7-minute drive from
the library. This is a lovely garden with many rooms
and surprises, dotted with some very nice pottery and
garden art. For those of you who can’t make it on
Saturday but want to visit the Hosta Show on Sunday,
Stephen and David will welcome visitors that day also.

July 19th is also another full day. In the morning, from
8:00 until noon, Allan Russell has graciously opened
Russell Gardens Wholesale, Churchville, PA, to DVHS
and TriState Hosta Society members. Russell Gardens
Wholesale was a tour garden for the American Hosta
Society 2006 National Convention hosted by the DVHS.
Their display garden consists of four major borders
(over 300 feet) with over 800 garden-worthy plants,
including more than 250 hostas. Shop over four acres
of potted plants and over 1000 varieties, there is
something for everyone.

In the afternoon the party continues at Walter and
Emilie Cullerton’s garden, Pineville, Pa., which was
also a tour garden at the 2006 AHS National Convention.
Not only is there a very large hosta collection but also
a stunning conifer collection. This is a joint meeting
and auction with the TriState Hosta Society. Walter
was the first TSHS president, so expect a large turnout
and pot-up a lot of plants for the BIG Auction.

October 11th is the first ever...HOSTA FAIR.
Montgomery County 4-H Center, Collegeville, Pa. Our
opening speaker is Dr. Warren Pollock, “Miniature
Hostas.” There will be a short slide show about our
display gardens and an ongoing slide show of hosta
gardens and DVHS events. Following the opening
meeting/speaker their will be multiple breakout sessions
and demonstrations covering everything from
Construction of Concrete Leaves and Troughs, Designing
with Mini-Plants, Hosta Disease Alert, and more...
Please contact me if you have other ideas about topics
to discuss, whether you want to present or just learn!

Planning for 2009 Events

If you have an interest in any special programs or know
of interesting speakers for future meetings, please
contact me.

Location, location, location! We also are seeking meeting
sites (public facilities such as libraries, etc.) for fall and
winter meetings. Generally our first meeting of the year
(usually in March) has the largest attendance. It also
has a plant sale, so we need a meeting room for 75-100
people along with space for sale of hostas in pots. The
fall meeting in November is smaller and needs a meeting
room to hold 50-70 people; there is no plant sale.

The DVHS relies on members to volunteer to open their
gardens for the two summer garden tours and auctions.
Please consider hosting a tour!

Contact Conny Parsons (610-558-6196 or
connyparsonsl@aol.com) with program and speaker
ideas, as well as meeting site possibilities. Thanks. 3

¢

Step right up!
The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN!

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149
Membership and Promotion: Rebecca Boylan
610-327-8217 and Mary Tilger 610-454-7372
Webmaster: John Ferraina, Chair 856-589-1084
Plant Sales: Jay Stanton, Chair, 717-566-3415
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 215-598-1250
Display Garden: Eli Cohen, Chair, 610-869-7157
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Barbara Tiffany, Chair, 215-297-0550

Not a hosta! Pitcher plants blooming in the
bog at Teagate Gardens. D. Teager photo.
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Hosta Auction information

A significant source of DVHS’s income is from sale of hostas at our regular auctions (held
at spring and summer meetings). As we all know, hostas multiply happily, and many of
us have a regular need to dig and divide our plants. What to do with the extras? Bring
them to a DVHS auction! Whether it’s an old standby, something new to the trade, or a
rare and unusual treat, we can always find someone to buy it. Of course many of our
members are on the lookout for the unusual, so be generous with your special plants. As
they say, dig early and often! Our volunteer auctioneers will do their best to describe the
plants, making the event very educational as well as fun.

For tips on how to pot up your hostas, see the Spring 2007 issues (V16.2) of the newsletter.

Most importantly, do your very best to provide a proper name for the plant, clearly legible,
on some sort of tag or label. Our auctioneers may be smart, but they're not wizards. (but
if you have a plant you can’t identify, you could bring it along to see if someone can ID
it before the auction.) It’s also requested that you put your name on the back of the label,
in case the auctioneers (or purchasers) have any questions. Bring a comfy chair sit back,
and bid! Also, bring friends! You do not need to be a member to buy plants at auction.

- ‘ -

From the Editor:

Welcome to a Spring issue with a lot to say! We've
included lots of extra information to get you ready for
our Hosta Show, and our first garden tour of the year.
And yes, it’s my garden!

Now for the confession: since I'm doing so much work
these days (both real job and getting the garden ready),
my usual column is on hiatus this issue. Just two
“Hostas on the Internets” points to make:

The “Westside” Hosta FAQ that I and some others had
created a few years back seems to have gone by the
wayside. It was being hosted as a “freebie” (set up by
someone who worked for an internet database company),
but it appears that yet another dot.com has gone bust
and taken the website with it. If I can recover any of
the information, I'll see if I can get it added to our own
website. (In particular, I was always proud of a web
page called “What Hosta do I Have? The dirty dozen
hostas you're likely to inherit.”) A new Google search
for Hosta FAQ, though, shows that several other folks
have prepared similar sites. Perhaps I'll do a review
for a future column.

And I know I might have teased you with a promise to
discuss internet shopping for hostas. So I'll just leave
you with one teaser: check out the Garden Watchdog
section, which collects customer ratings of mail-order
retailers, at Dave’s Garden website, at
http://davesgarden.com/products/gwd/. Maybe we hosta
growers are just easy to please, but I have noted that
a few hosta specialists are perennial favorites (pardon
the pun) in the Watchdog’s Top 30.

For our next issue, I'd be particularly interested in
hearing from anyone with experience, either as a buyer
or seller, in dealing hostas on eBay. Just drop me an
email, or talk to me at the meeting!

— David Teager

Notes from Membership
Rebecca Boylan and Mary Tilger

The Membership Committee received a great response
at the April meeting from DVHS members and was
kept very busy collecting dues so members could
purchase plants at the plant sale. There are still a large
number of members who haven’t paid their dues yet,
some going back more than two years.

It was decided at the DVHS April board meeting that
those members who haven’t paid their 2007 dues will
remain members until the end of 2008, but if dues aren’t
paid by the end of 2008, their membership will be
discontinued. REMEMBER, DUES ARE ONLY $10
PER YEAR!

If you have any questions about your dues, think that
you've paid them already, want to pay more than one
year at a time, please feel free to contact Rebecca Boylan.

Another happy change that we have involves nametags.
Our club is growing larger, and you may know the
friend who you come with, but not everyone knows your
name. It’s important that everyone wears a nametag
during all the DVHS events so we know who we all are!
Mary has now obtained an easy-to-use filing system so
you’ll be able to pick up your nametag when you come
to any DVHS event. Please make sure you return it
before going home so we have it for you next time.f3
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A plea for drivers, for the July 19 meeting

Got minivan?

We need drivers with vehicles that hold 5-7 people who
can shuttle people to and from the Cullerton garden from
the Geerling parking lot nearby, as there is no par-king
at the Cullertons. Chairs, coolers, auction plants, etc.,
can be dropped off at the Cullerton’s first. The Geerling
parking lot is 4/10 mile from the Cullerton garden.



On Hostas:
Views and Overviews, part 5

Warren |. Pollock, Wilmington, Delaware

Our continuing column by DVHS's founder and first
president. Contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com with
your comments and questions.

New, Excellent Foliage Book Includes the Hosta
Virus X Problem

I am most impressed with a book authored by Nancy
J. Ondra last year having the simple title Foliage and
descriptive subtitle Astonishing Color and Texture
Beyond Flowers. Storey in North Adams, Massachusetts,
is the publisher. Softcover, it measures 9 1/2 inches
square, one of those currently fashionable but odd book
sizes, and 5/8 inches thick. There are slightly over 300
pages on heavy glossy paper, just about every page with
an excellent high-quality photograph. Price is US $24.95,
a bargain.

Ms. Ondra was an editor at Rodale Press in Emmaus,
Pennsylvania, and now is a free- lance garden writer.
She has a slew of outstanding books to her credit.
Several years ago I visited her previous garden, a few
hours’ drive north into Pennsylvania from where I live.
Perhaps not surprising, it had a large number of hostas
well grown, most I recall in the Top 25 of the then
American Hosta Society Popularity Poll, which is pub-
lished annually in The Hosta Journal. We talked hostas
and she knew the subject well. Foliage reflects this
extensive knowledge that she has kept current.

Contents are interestingly arranged into five chapters.
The first titled “Exploring Your Opinions” has the
obligatory introductory information. Then there’s “Go
for the Gold,” “Rousing Red to Basic Black,” “Stunning
Silver, Gray and Blue” and “Marvelous Multicolors,”
clever alliterations no doubt reflecting her editor’s
background.

Each color chapter has an up-to-date listing of plant
candidates with fairly comprehensive descriptions,
categorized by leaf shapes such as bold, medium, fine,
spiky and lacy. Hostas get plenty of coverage since
there’s a separate hosta section in the gold, silver-gray-
blue and variegated chapters, each with considerable,
clearly written, pragmatic information.

It’s in the last chapter that she waves the red flag on
the HVX problem: “Be aware that a virus, known as
Hosta Virus X, has been spreading through the hosta
population. It can produce a variety of symptoms
including leaf mottling and distorted growth, although
sometimes the plants show no symptoms. Avoid buying
any hostas with visible symptoms, and destroy (do not
compost) any of those in your garden that you suspect
might be infected.”

Well said! Kudos to Nancy Ondra and a hearty thank
you also. Information about the HXV problem must be
more widely disseminated. I hope writers of other
general gardening books pick up on it too. They all copy
from each other in abundance, so maybe they will follow
Nancy’s welcomed lead.

H. ‘Striptease’ with HVX sypmtoms.
L. Brunner, photo.

If you're not aware of the HVX problem, the AHS’s Web
site www.hosta.org and the online Hosta Library
www.hostalibrary.org have details, along with many
photos. DVHS’s Bill Meyer is an expert on the subject
and much of the practical HVX literature was written
by him.

AHS currently is funding a special research program
on HVX at the University of Minnesota. Contributions
to support the studies are coming from local and regional
hosta societies, as well as individuals and nurseries.
The Delaware Valley Hosta Society has pledged $2,000.

How prevalent is the HVX problem in the Delaware
Valley? Probably it’s less this year than in previous
years. But it’s still among us!

Be aware: Buying hostas from well-established
nurseries does not ensure the hostas are HVX free. The
“better” nurseries are fairly aware of the problem, and
it 1s known that in previous years most of them returned
diseased hostas to their wholesalers. (What the
wholesalers then did with them is moot.)

Very questionable are hostas sold at the big box stores
and lesser garden centers, as well as supermarkets and
other in-front-of-store vendors. I visited my local, well-
known home improvement store in late April and found
‘Gold Standard’ hostas unmistakably with HVX. The
infestations in the yellowish / light chartreuse tissue
were easy to spot. In past years, this store’s ‘Sum and
Substance’ and ‘Striptease’ hostas were infected also.

The message is straightforward: Regardless of from
whom you purchase hostas, carefully examine the leaves
to be assured they are not infected. Use the many online
pictures of HVXed hostas as your reference.

Just this year a special testing kit for HVX, intended
for nurseries and home gardeners, came on the market
called “Agdia® HVX ImmunoStrip®.” It’s claimed the
test 1s easy to use, requiring no cumbersome technique
or equipment, and can detect the presence of the virus
in just minutes. Cost is about $10 a test if you purchase
just five strips (which I believe is the minimum order).
The toll-free phone number for orders is 800-622-4342;
or visit www.agdia.com/hosta’hostapage.html (e-mail
address for questions is slutes@agdia.com). 13
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It’s Show Time!
Eva Jones

Remember all the fun we had with our last show at
Thyrum’s? Or at the National Convention? I really hope
that you do, so that you’ll participate and encourage
someone you know to join us on June 7th.

We are down to the last month now. It is time to get
serious about those extra special hostas that you have
been watching. Maybe you would like a little advice
about how to get started. Here are a few suggestions.
Simply put, these are the things that the judges are
looking for in order to score your entries. The leaf color
and pattern—compared to the perfect specimen of that
hosta in the judges’ minds—are the most valuable,
worth 25 points out of the 100-point total. The remainder
of the points are then awarded based on the leaf
matching the registered form, size, texture, and
substance of the leaf, and the condition and grooming
of the leaf (that’s your job).

In selecting your leaves, look for the most mature leaves
on the specimen with the truest color and even pattern
and of course without any obvious flaws. Remember
that you should try to choose the best typical leaf, not
the one that might be the most interesting. This is
especially true with variegated leaves. In most cases,
that means look for the most even pattern (symmetrical)
you can find. Also, think about the hostas that might
be a little more unusual to help your chances to be the
best in that class. It’s a fine line: if the judges have
never seen the hosta, they

might have a hard time seeing

how outstanding your leaf is,

but then you can trust that the

judges have seen a lot of

hostas. Recognize also that

there are quite a few well-

known hostas that aren’t

registered; these all get

lumped into one class, making

that a difficult division to win.

You may want to look up the

registered information on the

American Hosta Society’s

website, www.hosta.org; scroll

down for show classification

list. You’ll need this class

information when you register

your leaves, and it’s much

easier to match them up in

advance rather than at the

show. If you're not sure, there

will be a registry book

available, and show assistants

to help you.

As well, you are invited to

hostas, either sports or seedlings. This can be one of
the most exciting parts of a Hosta Show. You know we
have some excellent hybridizers in our midst!

Now that you’ve chosen the perfect leaf, wait until at
least the night before to cut it. Handle it as little as
possible. Cut the petiole as long as possible. Treat your
leaves like cut flowers and stand them immediately in
water so that they can absorb it. You may want to dunk
them in cool water for a few minutes to pre-clean them.
Keep them in water until the show. A good way to
travel with them is in a cooler. While there is no strict
limit to the number of entries you may place, we hope
youwll limit your leaves to your 20 favorites!

Specimen cleanliness is the first attribute that a judge
notices. Take care to properly clean leaves of all exhibits
prior to entering them in the show. An entry should
have no dirt or other debris, insects, or spider webs
anywhere on the leaf surface or on the petiole. Pay
particular attention to the point where the leaf meets
the petiole where trash often becomes lodged.

Carefully wash the leaf in cool water but do not scrub.
A very mild dish detergent may be used to help dislodge
dirt from the leaf surfaces. Often on smooth surfaced
leaves, you only have to gently swish the leaf in the
water and the dirt falls off. On leaves with quilted
surfaces, you may use a moistened cotton swab (Q-Tip),
small soft paint brush, or a cotton ball to remove dirt
from the valleys and creases. Be very careful not to
damage the leaf surface in any way. Be sure to rinse
leaves if detergents are used to clean them.

Blue leaves are especially hard
to clean and prepare for show
because the delicate glaucous
coating on the leaves is easily
damaged. Be very careful
when cleaning those blue
leaves. On blue leaves with
very rough surfaces, it is
almost impossible to remove
all the dirt without causing
damage. The judges would
prefer a little dirt than
damaged surfaces in this case.

Don’t forget the other
divisions. You may enter
troughs as long as hostas are
the predominant plant, as well
as container-grown hostas that
are grown alone and centered
in the pot. For you designers
out there, who just can’t resist
an artistic design, please bring
them along. However I must
tell you that they can’t be
judged because we won’t have
the proper judges. We'll plan
to get the popular vote.

bring in brand new (unnamed) The winner from our 2006 show: Queen of the Seas.

continued on p. 7



Show Time!, continued from p. 6

At the show there will be members to help guide you
through the entry and final grooming with cotton swabs
and balls in hand for last-minute cleaning. Allow
yourself several minutes per entry (at least 10 if you're
new at this) in order to finish by 11:30 on Saturday. It
1s up to you to fill out the entry cards, with the proper
judging section, division and leaf classification.
Tip: please bring return address labels, two per entry,
if you have them. This saves you the trouble of writing
it (twice!) on every entry card. It is very important to
stick to the schedule. Please do not come late!

The show will stay on display through Sunday, so if
you want your leaves you will need to come back for
them at take down on Sunday. All ribbons will be saved
for all awarded members just in case you can’t return
to pick them up. Mailing envelopes for your ribbons
will be provided when entering.

Hosta Shows are a terrific time to build club
membership. We’ll be giving the public a good
opportunity to see how diverse and beautiful our favorite
perennial is. Don’t miss this chance to show off your
beauties! It’s not too late to get involved in putting on
the show either. We can never have too much help.
Please call me evenings or weekends 410-939-3871. 3

Members’ Corner
Rebecca Boylan & Mary Tilger

The Delaware Valley Hosta Society has been growing
and would like to welcome the following new members
who have joined our group since March:

Peg Lawlor, Yardley, PA
Judy Miller, Richboro, PA

If you know someone who is interested in joining the
DVHS but don’t have an application, direct them to our
website (www.delvalhosta.org) or have them call either
Mary Tilger or Rebecca Boylan for more information.

We are also interested in distributing our applications
to garden centers, gardening clubs, and plant sales, so
if you would like copies, please contact Rebecca or Mary.

Identity Crisis
an excerpt from the AHS website, adapted

We understand that many of you have hostas growing
in your garden that have lost their identification tags.
It is easy to understand how it can happen. Squirrels
and small children love to move them around, they fade
over time, and sometimes they just never get put on in
the first place.

While you may be tempted to bring your nameless
leaves to enter in the show, we ask that you refrain
from asking the Classification Committee to identify
them on the day of the show.

Instead, we offer the following suggestion: Bring a
photo of the clump, along with a couple of mature leaves
that are typical of the clump, to the garden tour the
day of the show. Don’t select leaves that are “odd”. Get
some that are typical and mature. Juvenile leaves are
very prone to instability and are hard to name.

If you have a list of hostas that you have bought, bring
that along, too. Often that helps to narrow down the
possibilities.

Then just hunt around for someone who seems to know
what he or she is talking about! The judges from the
show will, we hope, be attending the garden tour and
pot-luck after they’re done judging, so we won’t be
lacking for expertise.

Our goal is to educate you about hostas. Seeing literally
hundreds of varieties of hostas side by side is a great
way to learn to differentiate between them. Even if it
1s a common hosta, there is always a need to have well-
grown specimens on display.

One important thing to remember is that not every
hosta that comes up in your garden even has a name!
One of the things that makes hostas so great is the
diversity which results from nature at work. Hostas
cross pollinate, creating seedlings that literally have
no names. They are often beautiful, and many of our
greatest hostas are the result of this process of nature.
Unless you are a serious hosta collector and just must
have each variety tagged and cataloged, then don’t
worry about it too much. Just enjoy your nameless
hostas for their beauty and diversity. 3

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.*

Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form

Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to: Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership
1200 Farmington Ave.
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for
address and email, or to offer your garden for a
potential meeting or tour.

Thanks!

*To ensure payment is received in time for the meeting,
mail by May 27.

Name
Address

Are you in the nursery trade?

Phone

E-mail

Would you consider opening your garden for a membership
tour?
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Calendar of Events 2008

www.delvalhosta.org

Saturday, April 5 DVHS Winter/Spring Meeting at
the Scott Arboretum

Hosta plant sale and great hospitality
Guest Speaker, Bob Solberg

Location: Lang Performing Arts Center, Swarthmore
College, Swarthmore, PA

Saturday June 7-8 Hosta Show!
(see inside for details)

Saturday June 7 DVHS Tour of Teagate Gardens
(David Teager and Stephen Fugate) in Garnet
Valley, PA

June 11-14 AHS National Convention in St. Louis,
Missouri. www.hosta2008.org

Fri-Sun, June 27-29 First Look 2008 exhibition,
competition, and garden tours. Scutney, VT
www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook

Saturday, July 19 DVHS Tour of Walter and Emilie
Cullerton Garden in Pineville, PA, plus shopping
at Russell Gardens Wholesale

Potluck Supper and Plant Auction

October 11 Hosta Fair! DVHS Fall meeting,
Montgomery County 4-H Center, Collegeville, PA.

Potluck and Plant Auction.

Don’t forget: Join the AHS!
www.hosta.org

TIME FOR 2008 DUES!

Please check your mailing label. If you see a number less than 8, you will owe dues for 2008. Current members’
renewal fees are due by the March meeting; any back dues also need to be paid in order to remain current.
You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the Special sales, and to receive the newsletter by mail.
The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter and maintenance of the website, as well as for other society
activities. If you want to continue hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. Don’t delay! Send in your

2008 membership fee today, or bring it on June 7.
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