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Summer 2010
Garden Tours, Potluck, and More! 

Saturday, July 17, 1:30–5:00 p.m.
Oxford & Kennett Square, Pennsylvania

1:30–3:30 	Garden visits
3:30 	 Gathering at Traditions at Longwood Primrose 

Clubhouse, 100 Primrose Drive, Kennett Square. 
Special members’ sale: Hostas by Bill Meyer
Contest: “Some Mad Substance” (see p. 7) 	
Auction: Bring ’em and buy ’em	
Potluck supper: bring what you like to share!

DELAWARE VALLEY HOSTA SOCIETY

See inside for directions and more information
Note: be sure to check the DVHS website for any late-breaking news.

The July meeting presents two contrasting gardens. 
Kathy and Steve Miller live in a 55+ community in 
Kennett Square. In 2005, thirty-five of their favorite 
hostas were dug up and transported from their old home 
in central Illinois to a small garden on the side of their 
brand new home at Traditions at Longwood. Today the 
garden is a small, sunny collector’s garden featuring 
some old favorites as well as some rarely seen cultivars. 
Down the road, Beth MacMillan’s shady one-acre garden 
(see picture at left) is filled with many hostas and 
companion plants — “hosta buddies” she calls them. 
Her love of native plants and dahlias is evident. She 
has also found opportunities to share her garden with 
her western Chester County community.Beth MacMillan photo.
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June has been HOSTA MONTH!

The DVHS started the month with a garden tour and potluck at Tiff and 
Barbara Tiffany’s home. This is an unforgettable garden that enchants 
people with its natural setting, flowing river, stone mill (their home) and 
rocky outcroppings. Then add the lush and artistically arranged large plant 
collection and it becomes a memorable visit. Many members took home 
plants after a successful auction along with a large wish list of hostas. Thank 
you Barbara and Tiff for your wonderful hospitality.

A week later (June 11–13) several members attended the American Hosta 
Society’s Region One event, First Look, in Parsippany, New Jersey. Tony 
Avent, of Plant Delights Nursery in North Carolina, was the keynote speaker. 
It was fun to see hostas that were distinctive and had not been seen before. 
Be sure to read Warren Pollock’s column for a full review of the event. The 
DVHS is hosting this event in 2012.

June 18–19 was the DVHS HOSTA SHOW. I have to say that this hosta 
show was one of the most beautiful ones I’ve ever attended, equal in quality 
to any American Hosta Society (AHS) national convention show. We can be 
very proud of members who volunteered and/or brought in leaves and 
containers. Show judges came from as far as Buffalo, Boston, and Virginia. 
I want to thank the clerks and judges that also came form the Susquehanna 
Hosta Society in the Harrisburg area. A special thank you to our show Chair, 
Kathy Miller, who organized this exceptional event.

My husband Jim and I drove to Minneapolis for the AHS National Convention 
(June 23–26) and were joined by my mom and sister from Wisconsin. In 
some ways this trip was like going home, as Jim and I both grew up in the 
Midwest. It is always a pleasure to get on those tour buses, meet new people 
and experience great gardens. The keynote speaker was Dr. Ben Lockhart, 
Department of Plant Pathology, University of Minnesota. He discussed the 
transmission and spread of Hosta Virus X (HVX) and answered some of the 
most frequently asked questions. Look for a future newsletter article about 
his presentation. We also attended several workshops: “Flower Arranging 
with Hosta Leaves,” “Grass as Complimentary Plant” and “Hosta Species.” 
A question and answer session with multiple growers was also interesting. 
One of the questions asked was, “What trends are we going to see in hostas?” 
They mentioned the following: hosta leaves with thick substance, blue hostas 
that are bluer and hold longer into the season and more hostas with red 
petioles. This was a great convention and I have only mentioned a few of 
the highlights. Somehow we managed to bring home some new hostas and 
stopped along the way to plant my mom’s and sister’s new ones. 

We are having a special sale in July of three beautiful hostas that are being 
introduced by Bill Meyer. Bill has been a long time member of DVHS (and 
TriState Hosta Society), has contributed many articles to our Newsletter, 
was one of the masterminds behind First Look, and has been a great 
supporter of many of our events. We are very pleased to honor Bill with 
these special and limited plants at a very special price. 

H. ‘Whee!’ is one of the most beautiful and distinctive plants I have seen in 
years. It is not for sale anywhere until next year, so this is a very special 
offering. H. ‘Luna Moth’ has thick substance and clear, soft coloring. ‘Bobcat’—
a wide-edged ‘Wolverine’—is a standout. A limited number of these hostas 
(potted up in four or six inch pots) will only be offered at our July 17 event. 

I am bringing a very large ruler for our contest, so bring your biggest leaf!

 — Conny Parsons
[Editor’s note: see the insert for more information about Bill and his hostas. 
You can also see ‘Whee!’ and ‘Bobcat’ on the internet at the Hosta Library, 
and ‘Luna Moth’ in the Plant Delights catalog. I’ll post links at delvalhosta.org.]
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3On Hostas:
Views and Overviews, part 13
Warren I. Pollock
Our continuing column by DVHS’s founder and first 
president. Contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com with 
your comments and questions.

FIRST LOOK: AHS Region One’s Great Venue for 
Selecting Tomorrow’s Hosta Introductions…
and Buying Some of Today’s Best New Introductions
It is hard for me to realize that First Look is 10 years 
old. I recall attending the first event in Stamford, 
Connecticut. It was an instant hit, and First Look 
continues to be a highly popular weekend event. 

The site moves around each year to a different location 
in AHS Region One, comprising the New England states, 
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and northern 
Delaware. First Look 6 was held as part of the 2006 
AHS National Convention hosted by the Delaware 
Valley Hosta Society in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania; 
this year’s First Look 10 was at the Sheraton Hotel 
in Parsippany, New Jersey, on June 11–13. 

First Look’s novel concept was pioneered by Woodbury, 
Connecticut-based Carol Brashear and Bill Meyer, 
previously from Willingboro, New Jersey, and now a 
Woodbury resident also: 

o	Hosta hybridizers and gardeners alike bring entire 
clumps of their new and unique hosta sports and 
seedlings to be judged by “expert” panels and also 
independently by all the attendees.

o Prizes are awarded honoring some of Region One’s 
coveted hybridizers, namely Frances Williams, 
Kevin Vaughn, William and Eleanor Lachman and 
Mildred Seaver. 

What makes First Look so different and so exciting 
from other hosta shows is that the whole plant is 
exhibited and judged, not just a leaf or two. Many plants 
that come to First Look go on to be major hosta 
introductions. It’s a great opportunity both to get a 
peek at and influence what the future of hostas may 
look like, namely, some of the cultivars that nurseries 
will be prominently offering in a couple years. 

Details and winners of the 2010 event, with numerous 
photos, are posted on the First Look web site: 
http://www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook/. I’m only going to 
mention a few highlights here.

I was smitten by a variegated-leaf sport entered by 
David Chopko of Boonton, New Jersey. I think it fair 
to say that Dave has the largest—and best—collection 
of hostas east of the Appalachian Mountains. He 
introduced the popular H. ‘Ocean Isle’ (registered 2006) 
which was Best Sport winner at First Look in 2004. 

H. ‘Ocean Isle’ is a large, impressive sport of ‘El Dorado’ 
(M. Seaver, 2009), with long, thin pointed, wavy blue-
green leaves having a wide, bright gold margin. A highly 
notable characteristic is the leaf center becomes a shiny,
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see Views on p. 6

What a Show it was!
Hostas on the Brandywine
June 19 Hosta Show
Kathy Miller, Hosta Show Chair

Hostas On The Brandywine turned out to be a great 
show. We filled the tables with a wide variety of gorgeous 
cut leaves, fabulous potted hostas and container gardens, 
and unbelievably beautiful and creative artistic 
arrangements. Arsht Conference Center gave us the 
space and light we needed to show off the best we could 
do. Visitors were amazed to see the wide array of 
beautiful hostas.

The quality of the entries in the Cut Leaf show was 
impressive. There were 229 leaves entered by the 21 
entrants, representing 156 cultivars. The most popular 
was ‘Sagae’, with 5 entries. Other popular leaves were 
‘Pineapple Upside Down Cake’, ‘Solar Flare’ and ‘Sun 
Power’. So many good-looking leaves were entered that 
we ran out of blue ribbons and were forced to dip into 
our supply of vintage ribbons with the old logo. Best of 
Section winners included ‘Victory’ (Giant), ‘Dick Ward’ 
(Large), ‘Revolution’ (Medium), ‘Lakeside Dragonfly’ 
(Small) and ‘Blue Mouse Ears’ (Mini). The Best Of Show 
was awarded to ‘Lakeside Dragonfly’, exhibited by Jack 
English and Bob Lavigne of Norwalk Connecticut. 
Congratulations to Jack and Bob. Our photo (see p. 5) 
does not really do the leaf justice. The Sweepstakes 
Award for the most blue ribbons went to Conny Parsons. 
Applause, applause for Conny; thanks for bringing in 
all those great leaves. And the Best Seedling or Sport 
Award? Kathy Miller! I’ve been proud of my seedling 
for some time. It was so nice to see its attributes finally 
recognized. I hope to reveal its name and get it registered 
in time for next year’s auction.

Watching the container entries get carted in I realized 
how much dedication it takes to enter these two divisions 
of the show—maintaining hostas and companion plants 
in containers year round, transporting them to shows, 
waiting until the end of the show to load them up and 
take them home. Whew! Cut leaves are a breeze in 
comparison. I have to hand it to everyone who brought 
containers. A special tribute to Benjamin Fay, who 
traveled down from Rutgers with a pick-up truck full 
of concrete containers for our show and then turned 
around for the drive to Minnesota to the American 
Hosta Society’s national convention. Visitors to the 
show gravitated toward all the beautiful container-
grown plants. The winners: Best Container Grown 
Hosta, ‘Praying Hands’, exhibited by Conny Parsons, 
and Best Container Garden, a beautiful little concrete 
garden all in bloom, exhibited by Rebecca Boylan.

All the arrangements in The Artistic Division were 
beautifully done. There were 18 entries. Seeing hosta 
leaves combined with flowers gave some extra pizzazz 
to the whole show. The Federated judges hesitated 
quite a while before awarding ribbons; it was a difficult 
decision. Finally, ribbons went to Ann Balbiernie, Jean

see Winners on p. 7
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115 College Circle, Lincoln University, PA
Beth MacMillan describes their garden: This garden 
just fell together after we moved from the California 
desert to a shaded woodland. Everything I was familiar 
with failed here (grass competing with moss, ripe 
cantaloupes the size of golf balls, and hollyhocks 
blooming on the ground) so I had to start over. We’re 
also on a slope so the first raised beds were set up to 
keep water out of the basement. And lastly, the garden 
grew while I was working full time, commuting and 
attending college, so ease of maintenance and cheapness 
were priorities. Since we don’t water or fertilize the 
gardens, and we have great neighbors, Amish farms, 
nurseries, and several garden clubs and plant societies 
who share the wealth, both priorities are well served. 

Although hostas are obviously perfect in this location, 
they are partnered with ferns, trycyrtis, ligularia, 
rodgersia, pulmonaria, helleborus, arisaema (ringens, 
sikokianum and and italicum), and heuchera. Native 
plants actually predate the house; ferns, sanguinaria, 
anemonella and actaea, along with a score of dogwoods 
among the oaks and hickories. The sunniest area holds 
the competition dahlia collection. 

Sharing the garden supports several community and 
garden club plant swaps, groups like the Hardy Plant 
Society and the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 
and now tours. A local senior home sends a bus; many 
were gardeners and enjoy a location as near and easy 
for those who can no longer walk well. When the local 
summer camp boys and girls come here, they learn 
some basic plant identification, transplanting and 
propagation, and they make bouquets for the seniors 
and their parents. So what we have is a lovely but 
pragmatic garden, assembled and maintained 
inexpensively, sustainably, and usefully.

Directions: The MacMillans are near the intersection 
of Route 1 and Route 896, northeast of Oxford, PA. For 
most PA residents, take either (1) I-95 to Rt. 322 West 
to Rt. 1 South, or (2) take the turnpike to Rt. 202 South 
to Rt. 1 South, or (3) take I-476 to Rt. 1 South. Stay on 
Rt. 1 to bypass Kennett Square. From Delaware, take 
Rt. 202, 52, or 41 North to Rt. 1 South, or take Rt. 896 
North following directions below.

To find Beth’s home, take Route 1 South from Kennett 
Square to Route 896 South. Take the first right, (Old) 
Baltimore Pike. Proceed past Lincoln University to 
Elkdale Rd. Turn left, then right on College Circle. (It’s 
a loop, so you can make the first or second right.) 
Parking is along the street. Note that Google Maps 
calls the street “University Circle” and places the 
location in Oxford.

The Miller Garden 
464 Mimosa Circle, Kennett Square, PA 19348
Kathy Miller says: Who in their right mind would stand 
out in a thunder and lightning storm to bid on the last 
available clump of Klehm’s original stock ‘Embroidery’? 
Lucky for me, not many. Well, at least I had an umbrella.

When we retired and decided to move near our 
grandchildren, having a small garden for hostas was 
a priority. We were very happy to find a home with an 
oversized north facing lot—just enough for our favorites. 
Our original 35 hostas have been joined by a few more, 
but the garden is still small by DVHS standards. One 
of my favorite things about hostas is their sculptural 
quality. We try very hard to keep them planted far 
enough apart so that the shape or habit of each plant 
can be seen. Unfortunately last year’s great growing 
weather resulted in some over growth. We recently 
expanded the garden, with a promise to ourselves that 
the extra space would be used for moving existing plants 
farther apart, not adding anything new. As you might 
guess, this has been a difficult promise to keep.

Directions: To get to the Miller Garden from the 
MacMillans’, return to Route 1 via Rt. 896 and go north 
toward Kennett Square and follow directions below. If 
you are going directly to the Miller Garden, see 
instructions to get to Kennett Square at left.

From Route 1, take the Rt. 82 exit and go north (a left 
turn from MacMillans’). After 1.3 miles, turn right on 
Rt. 926 (Street Rd., at the Landhope Farms store). The 
entrance to Traditions at Longwood is 0.8 miles on the 
left; turn left onto Primrose. The sale, auction, and 
supper are at the Primrose Clubhouse, on the right 
after the first intersection. The house is about 0.4 miles 
from here, if you want to park and walk. To get to the 
house, from Primrose turn right onto Violet (curving 
around the clubhouse), then right again onto Wisteria. 
Go straight at the next stop, and proceed around the 
center island to the stop sign. Turn left onto Mimosa 
Circle. Some GPS units have difficulty with our address. 
There is parking allowed on both sides of the street, 
but none on the circle itself because it is a fire lane. 

Primrose Clubhouse: There is plenty of parking 
around the clubhouse. You are welcome to come into 
the clubhouse any time after 1:30 to drop off food or 
entries for the “Some Mad Substance” Contest, or just 
to find a cool place to sit. We have rented only the Hicks 
Hall facility. The kitchen is adjacent and the restrooms 
are to the right. Please respect community members 
using the other clubhouse rooms. ß

DVHS Meeting, July 17, 2010
Garden Tours, Potluck Supper, and More!

Lincoln University (Oxford) & Kennett Square, Pennsylvania
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Step right up!

JOIN THE AHS!
The AHS wants you to be a member so you can:

ß  Read their fabulous journal!
ß  Win big prizes at Hosta Shows!
ß  Be a Hosta Judge!
ß  Come to the National Conventions!

Visit www.hosta.org where you can join on-line.

Winners from Hostas on the Brandywine

Future Rain Barrel Class for DVHS Members
Rebecca Boylan
The recent June drought has reminded our fellow hosta-lovers how much hostas love water. Sometimes, we 
have to decide between a shower or the plants, clean clothes or the plants. Another alternative is to install 
a rain barrel to collect what nature gives away for free. All it takes is one good rainstorm to fill the barrel, 
and you can water your treasured plants all you want.

The Montgomery County Master Gardeners (of which I’ve been a member for almost 20 years) have been 
conducting rain barrel classes recently, and in a short time, the public can't get enough of these classes. I'm 
in the process of figuring out the logistics for holding a DVHS-only class; look for more details at the July 
17 meeting and via email (that’s why we need your email addresses!).

All you need to collect water is a roof with a gutter. I have two on my back shed, one on my garage, and one 
on the side of my house in the shade. The barrels that we get are white plastic, but a creative person can 
paint them with suitable paint for plastic, or place a decorative trellis around the barrel. We’ll have a sample 
rain barrel at the July meeting for all to see.

The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are 
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN! 

Publications: David Teager, 610-485-4149
Membership: Rebecca Boylan 610-327-8217 
Plant Sales: position open
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 215-598-1250
Display Gardens: Marilyn Romenesco, Chair, 
302-765-3581
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Mary Tilger, Chair, 610-454-7372

New Members’ Corner
We welcome the following new members who have 
joined our group since June:

Mark Baylor
Honey Brook, PA
Laura Berenson
Pipersville, PA
Janet Cammarata and 
Harvey McCumber 
Chadds Ford, PA
Marie Cartwright
Mt. Laurel, NJ
William Hewton
Kennett Square, PA
Beverly Kostek
Glen Mills, PA
Esperanza Marshall
Valley Forge, PA

Sue Moore
Brodheadsville, PA
Audrey Panu and Dean 
Simmons
Berwyn, PA
Judy and Keith Perkins
West Chester, PA
W. David Russell
Hatboro, PA
Richard Trice
Seaford, DE
Diane Turk
Media, PA

If you know someone who is interested in joining the 
DVHS but you don’t have an application handy, direct 
them to our website (www.delvalhosta.org) or have them 
call Rebecca Boylan for more information.

Best in Show:	 
‘Lakeside Dragonfly’
(with the gift book 
given to the winner)

Best of Division winners

Photos by D. Teager and K. Miller

Best Container Hosta

Best  Container  
Garden (above) and 
Artistic design (left)
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rich green color by mid-summer. This cultivar is slow 
to mature, but when it gets big it’s a real showstopper. 

Dave’s entry at First Look 10 was a sport of ‘Hawkeye’, 
a not-well-known goodie registered by Minnesota’s 
Lillian Maroushek in 1999. (Probably her best known 
introduction is ‘Frosted Jade’, a 1978 registration that’s 
now a classic.) ‘Hawkeye’ has medium green leaves 
with a wide yellow border. It is a sport of ‘Gold Edger’, 
a popular Paul Aden ‘76 registration, especially noted 
for sporting many interesting variegated-leafed cultivars.

Dave’s sport differs from ‘Hawkeye’ in that the green 
leaf center is narrower, with thin rays strikingly jetting 
and feathering into the yellow border. This is a unique 
and handsome variegation, and both judges and 
attendees awarded the plant the Best Sport award.

Dave and wife Roberta have named the cultivar ‘Ocean 
Isle Tie Dye’. Seems they will be using the prefix “Ocean 
Isle” as the identifying moniker for Dave’s introductions. 
Ocean Isle is their favorite North Carolina beach. They 
have property there, and now that Dave is retired 
(Roberta retired a few years ago), they spend much 
time there, when not gardening.

Another winner was DVHS hybridizer Arthur Wrede’s 
‘Almost’, a green seedling with colored petioles. See 
photo. Arthur entered it at First Look at the 2006 
AHS convention and it didn’t get much notice. At last 
year’s First Look, Rick Goodenough (Marshfield, 
Massachusetts) entered it in Arthur’s name and again 
it didn’t get much notice.

Carol and Bill have a clump of ‘Almost’ growing in their 
outstanding garden. “This year it looked especially 
nice,” Carol wrote me, “so Bill entered it in Arthur’s
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Views and Overviews, continued from p. 3

name.” It was the attendees’ choice for Best New 
Seedling, receiving the Mildred Seaver Award. “Arthur 
is thrilled,” Carol said, “and has named it H. ‘Almost’ 
as he has almost gotten the red [coloring from the 
petiole] up into the [leaf] veins.” 

I need to add that First Look 10 attendees didn’t see 
eye-to-eye with the judges concerning ‘Almost’; the 
judges’ panel gave it only a red ribbon. Carol pointed 
out that it is not uncommon for judges and attendees 
to disagree. “You’d be amazed,” she said, “how often 
First Look winners are chosen from the solid green 
class by the attendees.” 

Vending is an important part of First Look. Nurseries 
come from all over and have great diversity. This year 
they were:

Bridgewood Gardens, near Front Royal, Virginia 
(Chick Wasitis);
Eagle Bay Gardens, along Lake Erie in New York 
state (Ran Lydell);
Glenbrook Farms, in Fultonville in upper New 
York state (Viktoria Serafin);
Long Island Home of Hosta, on Long Island in 
New York state (Dawn & Mike Koller);
Mason Hollow Nursery, in New Hampshire 
(Sue and Chuck Andersen);
Peggy’s Flowers, in Missouri (Lee Coates); and
Silvers-Elbert Nursery, near Atlanta, Georgia 
(Bill Silvers).

I was impressed with the variety of new hostas on 
display, many being the nurseries’ own special 
introductions. Chick Wasitis’ are named after 
contemporary music (which he was playing on an iPod 
for his own pleasure during vending). Bill Silvers

continued on p. 7

C. Brashear photo
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Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form

Dues (household membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to:	 Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership	
1200 Farmington Ave.	
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for 
address and e-mail, or to offer your garden for a 
potential meeting or tour. Thanks!

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Would you consider opening your garden for a members’ 
tour? ______________________________________________

Are you in the nursery trade? _________________________

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.
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featured a large number of his new series called 
“Spiritual Walk” with names taken from Biblical ideas. 
Viktoria offered her own attractive sport of ‘Golden 
Tiara’ called ‘Glen Tiara’ and registered in 2003. 

The Andersens featured a good selection of mini hostas, 
several hard to find, which coordinated nicely with 
DVHS President Conny Parsons’ very informative 
presentation in the afternoon on troughs and container 
gardening. Lee Coates (yes, he’s from across the 
Mississippi) and Ran Lydell also offered rare and 
unusual woodies, principally Japanese maples. 

Tony Avent of Plant Delights Nursery in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, gave two presentations. The early afternoon’s 
was on his adventure of botanical exploration in Taiwan 
a couple of years ago. The trip was full of unexpected 
trials and tribulations, and Tony’s amusing lecturing 
manner made the travelogue highly entertaining.

Tony also was the Saturday evening banquet’s keynote 
speaker, detailing his own extensive, in-progress hosta 
breeding program. He showed 96 photos and not a single 
seedling had variegated leaves. All had plain leaves. I 
thought this most peculiar since I know Tony’s hybrid 
introductions have variegation. 

Explaining what seems to be an atypical breeding 
methodology, Tony said he initially makes crosses 
specifically designed to obtain a desired clump shape 
and size, or leaf shape and size, or flowering 
characteristic. Many of his crosses are quite involved 
with complex multi-parent lineage. (Thoughtfully, he 
had passed out a two-page handout analytically listing 
the parentage of each seedling in the photos.) 

Intentionally, seedlings from his initial crossings are 
plain leaved. When satisfied with the plant’s overall 
characteristics (including vigor, particularly for dwarf 
plants), Tony then goes on to breed for leaf variegation—
if he thinks the leaves need a border or center stripe. 
He said there is a fairly large selection of variegated-
leaved hostas he can use for this purpose. 

Tony is the only hosta hybridizer I’m aware of that 
totally develops leaf variegation at the end of the 
breeding scheme.

Future First Look venues have been decided. First

Views and Overviews, continued from p. 6

Brennan, Jack English and Bob Lavigne, Pat 
Hildebrandt, Judy Hamblen, Conny Parsons, and Betsy 
Smith. And the Best Artistic Design? “Welcome to My 
Garden,” created by Conny Parsons. The design featured 
miniature hosta leaves and did a wonderful job of 
expressing the title. Conny welcomes so many to her 
own garden I thought it a very fitting award.

Our next show is still two or three years away. We hope 
to make it even better with your help and participation. 
We’ve already had some suggestions, such as vendor 
sales and better publicity. We always welcome your 
input. It’s not too early to volunteer!

Conny and I want to extend a big “Thank You” to all 
who worked on the show. Rebecca Boylan, Victoria 
Buckley, Walter Cullerton, Chris and Gene Dambro, 
Phil Edwards, Jack English, Jill Evans and the 
Federated Garden Club Judges, Stephen Fugate, Carol 
Henry, Barbara Jones, Missy Kashey, Bob Lavigne, 
Steve Miller, Jim Parsons, Ali and Warren Pollock, 
Marilyn Romenesko, Carolyn Schaffner, Charlie Seaver, 
Gail Shankweiler, Jim Sheley, Janet Skidmore, Jay 
Stanton, David Teager, Ginny and Douglas Thayer, 
and Kay Yniquez. A special thanks also to Lois Babbitt 
and Mike Flagg who planned to work but unfortunately 
couldn’t get there. Working together, especially with 
the folks from the Susquehanna Hosta Society, was a 
great opportunity to get to know each other better. ß

Winners, continued from p. 3

More Fun at the July Meeting
The “Some Mad Substance” Contest

This one is fun, and easy! The largest leaf wins: 
length x width. The contest is geared toward leaves 
of ‘Sum and Substance’ (get it?) as well any of its 
many sports (‘Grand Total’, ‘Sum of All’, etc.) Heck, 
just bring any huge leaf! Condition is not a factor; 
your ‘Titanic’ may have been hit by an iceberg (o.k, 
maybe a hailstone), but it could still be a winner!

Look 11 will be at the AHS National Convention in 
Marlborough, Massachusetts, June 22–25, 2011. Carol 
Brashear and Bill Meyer’s garden will be on tour.

First Look 12 will be hosted by the Delaware Valley 
Hosta Society in the Wilmington, Delaware, area. Dates 
and hotel will be determined soon. ß



Saturday, March 27: Hardy Plant Society meeting:
March Into Spring at DelCo Comm. Coll., Media 
Saturday, April 10: DVHS Winter/Spring Meeting, 
Jenkins Arboretum, Devon, PA
Hosta plant sale and great hospitality
Guest Speaker Barbara Tiffany
Tuesday, May 11: Susquehanna Hosta Society, 
Camp Hill, PA. Judging Clinic 1 and Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 29: Tri-State Hosta Society 
Tour of Chopko garden, Boonton, NJ
Saturday June 5: DVHS Tour of Mill Fleurs (Barbara 
and Tiff Tiffany’s garden), Point Pleasant, PA. 
Potluck lunch and plant auction 
Fri–Sun, June 11–13: First Look 2010 exhibition, 
competition, and garden tours. Parsippany, NJ 
www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook

June 11–13 Potomoc Hosta Club Hosta Show, 
National Arboretum, Washington, DC
June 18–19: DVHS Hosta Show at U of Delaware 
Wilmington Campus, Wilmington, DE 
June 22-26: AHS National Convention in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. www.hosta.org or 
www.starsofthenorth.net 
July 8–10: Midwest Regional Hosta Convention in 
Des Moines, Iowa. www.ROHS.org 
Saturday, July 17: DVHS Garden Tours in Oxford 
& Kennett Square, PA, with potluck & plant auction.
Also: special plant sale honoring Bill Meyer, and 
Sum and Substance leaf competition.
Saturday, October 30: DVHS Fall Meeting, 
Tredyfferin Public Library, Wayne, PA 
Guest Speaker Mike Shadrack

OVERDUE DUES?  
Please check your mailing label.  If you see a number less than 10, you owe DVHS dues for 2010. Current  
members’ renewal fees are due by the March/April meeting; any back dues also need to be paid in order to 
remain current. You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the special sales, and to receive the 
Newsletter by mail. The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter and maintenance of the website, as well 
as for other society activities. If you want to continue hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. Don’t 
delay! Send in your 2010 membership fee today!
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