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Spring 2010
Garden Tour, Potluck, and Auction 

Saturday, June 5, 12:00–4:00 p.m.
Mill Fleurs, 27 Cafferty Rd, Point Pleasant, PA 18950

Barbara and Tiff Tiffany, hosts
12:00 Lunch, then garden tour
  2:30 Auction

DELAWARE VALLEY HOSTA SOCIETY

Spring 2010 Hosta Show
Hostas on the Brandywine

Friday, June 18 – Saturday, June 19 
Hosta Show at Arsht Hall, University of Delaware, 

Wilmington Campus
2600 Pennsylvania Ave (Rt 52), Wilmington, Delaware   

Friday:	 6 to 9 p.m.		 Hosta show entries

Saturday:	 7 to 10 a.m.	 Hosta show entries 		
10 to noon		 Judging		
1–4:30 p.m.	 Show open to the public 

See insert for directions and more information
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The plant sale was a great success and the Jenkins Arboretum was a 
wonderful location to have a meeting. Barbara Tiffany’s talk on using the 
elements of design with collections of hostas throughout the garden gave 
us lots of ideas to incorporate in our own. Thank you Barbara for sharing 
your special talent and we are looking forward to visiting the Tiffany’s 
garden, MillFleurs, on June 5. This is one of the most outstanding privately 
owned gardens on the East Coast, one you shouldn’t miss. 

Gardening is always full of surprises and challenges. In our garden the 
ground has not dried out for almost a year. The hostas have benefited, 
however several Cercises and Japanese maples didn’t do as well. Many 
gardening friends reported an increase in vole and mole damage. There are 
plastic PVC type bait tubs you can make and put bait in. However, because 
we have two Labrador Retrievers (one named Chewy) we need heavy-duty 
traps. We switched to Protecta Tamper Proof Rat Bait Stations. The bait 
is wired and locked in so pets cannot get in. Protecta Lower Profile (LP) is 
black, triangular in shape 33/8" tall by 9" and can be ordered on-line.

DVHS will be hosting First Look in 2012. This is a regional event where 
new, never seen before hostas are displayed in containers. This year’s First 
Look is hosted by TriState Hosta Society in Parsippany, New Jersey, on 
June 11–13. The featured speaker is none other than Tony Avent. Bill 
Meyers and Carol Brashear started this event ten years ago with great 
success. For more information about First Look go to www.hostalibrary.org. 

Bill and Carol brought a special hosta called ‘White Feather’ to our April 
meeting for the raffle. I’m not sure the lucky winner realized what a dramatic 
and unusual hosta he or she won. It falls in the category of “Extreme 
Viridescent Hostas.” The leaves emerge pure white from palest lavender 
shoots, gradually becoming mottled and streaked light green, prominently 
veined, edge slightly undulate, leaf slightly folded with an acute tip. Petiole 
is white, becoming streaked with green. The most distinguishing feature 
appears as the streaking develops and the outline of the veins appears as 
a ghostly impression. Other hostas in our garden that we consider Extreme 
Viridescent are ‘Grey Ghost’, ‘London Fog’, and ‘Mostly Ghostly’. Hosta 
‘White Wall Tire’ (T. Avent 1995) is also similar. These hostas are very 
worthy in May and June, however green up as the season progresses.

We need Leaves! The success of the June DVHS Hosta Show, “Hostas on 
the Brandywine,” depends on members bringing in their entries. This is an 
experience that is fun and easy. Plenty of help will be available if you need 
it. Entry tags will be available at the show entry table. Bring your extra 
mailing labels or run off labels with your name and address. Each tag needs 
two and this will make filling them out easier. At the June garden tour we 
will have a table with entry tags samples and someone to walk you through 
filling them out. Once you fill out one tag the next nineteen are easy. Allow 
about five minutes per leaf to enter. You can also make a list of your hostas 
with classification information from the American Hosta Society Website 
(www.hosta.org, under show judging/2010 full classification list). When you see 
all the leaves on display and start adding to your wish list it will make the 
effort very worthwhile. Jump right in and bring lots of leaves. 

Consider entering containers in addition to leaves. If you have a nice 
registered mature hosta growing in a container, bring it to the show. You 
can also plant up a container for effect. The containers can be wood, concrete, 
plastic, metal, stone—you name it! Hostas should be the focal point but do 
not need to be mature. Multiple varieties of hosta and other plant material 
may be used. Accessories are also permitted. Let your imagination loose. 

I hope to see all of you in June and remember to dig hostas/plants for the 
BIG DVHS AUCTION!

 — Conny Parsons
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3On Hostas:
Views and Overviews, part 12
Warren I. Pollock
Our continuing column by DVHS’s founder and first 
president. Contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com with 
your comments and questions.
In May, Warren and wife Ali moved six miles north 
from Wilmington, DE, to Glen Mills, PA 

Great Potting Soil, Foliar Feeding, & Wetting Agent 

For more than two dozen years, I’ve been collecting and 
studying hostas grown in containers. During this time 
I’ve carried out numerous tests on various potting soils, 
fertilizers, biostimulants, pesticides and whatever else 
was of interest to me at the time—in addition to 
observing and comparing leaf and clump characteristics. 

Assuming that container-growing plants receive 
sufficient water, fertilizer and sunlight (forget the myth 
that all hostas want lots and lots of shade), good potting 
soil ranks as a top requirement for first-class success. 
My preference has been Miracle-Gro® Potting Mix. 
Usually I purchased the huge-size bags, which I can 
barely lift, because of their lower cost. 

You may have noticed these days that there is 
considerable promotion by the Miracle-Gro folks for 
their potting soil labeled Moisture Control®. This product 
and others like it contain a granular water-absorbent 
polymer, called “hydrogel.” 

The polymer is similar to what’s in disposable diapers—
which conveniently absorb a baby’s liquid waste but 
more conveniently never have to release the liquid 
afterward in any prescribed manner since the used 
diapers are discarded as trash. 

The advertisements are correct: The polymer in Miracle-
Gro Moisture Control does absorb and retain water, 
and technically can release the water when the potting 
mix becomes dry. But there are several paramount 
questions many probing horticulturists and keen 
gardeners have issued: Exactly when does the water-
absorbent polymer release the water? Just how dry 
does the potting mix have to be for this to occur? 

The worry—apparently justifiably so—is that tender 
roots might be in contact with a soilless mix that is 
bone dry long before water is adequately released from 
the polymer. Of special concern are the feeder root-
hairs usually tightly coiling the container wall, as likely 
they would be the driest for the longest time.

What happens to hostas if the roots dry out during the 
growing season? Diana Grenfell explains the situation 
in her and Mike Shadracks’s The New Encyclopedia of 
Hostas, the 2009 updated edition of their popular, highly 
regarded 2004 book titled The Color Encyclopedia of 
Hostas: 

Leaves that are deprived of sufficient [water]
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JOIN THE AHS!
Remember: only AHS members are eligible for 
the top (Section and higher) awards at Hosta 
Shows. And if you’re thinking about becoming 
a Hosta Show Judge, you must maintain 
membership in the AHS to be eligible. Visit 
www.hosta.org where you can join on-line.continued on p. 6

Come one, come all!
Hostas on the Brandywine
June 19 Hosta Show
Kathy Miller, Hosta Show Chair
Have you ever walked through your garden and thought, 
“Wow, that plant is just beautiful this year. I wish 
others could see it?” This is your opportunity to share 
the beauty of your hostas with others, both fellow 
members of our hosta society and the public. Delaware 
Valley Hosta Society will host a Hosta Show on Saturday 
June 19. If you’ve never seen a hosta show, you’re 
probably wondering what it’s all about.

The show has several of competitive divisions. Division 
I (Horticulture) is the Cut Leaf Show. Just one of your 
finest leaves goes into a bud vase and competes against 
all other leaves from that same cultivar. Who has the 
best H. ‘Little Miss Muffet’? We will soon find out. Each 
person is permitted up to 25 different entries. Division 
II is for Container Grown Hostas. A single perfectly 
potted, perfectly centered, perfectly grown plant will 
win this division. Division III is for Trough and 
Container Gardens. Division IV is for Educational Dis-
plays. Division V is non-competitive—mainly for those 
who arrive too late to enter the competition, but want 
to show off their hostas (or maybe flowers?) anyway. 
Division VI is the Artistic Division: flower arrangements 
featuring hosta leaves. Remember: the main purpose 
of a hosta show is education, both for you and the public. 

The title of the show provides the theme for the flower 
arrangements in Division VI. “Delaware Bay” will 
feature blue hosta leaves; “Harvest Gristmill,” yellow 
or gold; “Welcome to my Garden,” miniature of any 
color; “Lenape Woodland,” green; and “Battle of the 
Brandywine,” streaked and variegated. Additional 
information about entering this division can be found 
in the show schedule, which will be available at the 
June 5 meeting and also on the DVHS website.

We’re expecting members of other hosta societies to 
participate, but most of the entries will come from 
DVHS. So please plan to attend and show off your 
favorite hostas. All necessary supplies for the Cut Leaf 
Show are already there. Someone will always be 
available to help and answer questions. 

We are still looking for people to help with the show, 
particularly for set-up and tear-down. No experience 
necessary. If you can spare a couple of hours in the 
evening on June 18 or the morning of June 19, please 
give me a call: 610-444-3237. ß
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Barbara Tiffany
It looked so romantic when we bought it in 1993—
this totally rustic 1742 stone gristmill with its 
dilapidated 1790’s sawmill appendage. Even with 
years of neglect the setting on the Tohickon Creek in 
Bucks County was breathtaking.

We did not realize that the great vertical drop 
which created such drama and drainage, would make 
taming this site into a garden difficult. Difficult 
bordering on Impossible.  Simple enough, we thought, 
we would start with the garden, understanding that 
we needed every year of growth we could get to grow 
on interesting trees. We hired a guy with a backhoe 
to clear the 40' tall stands of bamboo. “Three days,” 
he promised. After three days he called his brother 
with his backhoe and we rounded up five people to 
work with us sifting every inch of soil. Three weeks 
and an indictment by the state EPA later...

We agonized over cutting out massive walnuts, ancient 
ashes leaning over the buildings, and many unlovely 
forest trees to make room for trees with interesting 
bark and  foliage. Then we planted our rock 
outcroppings and precipitous slopes [see photo] with 
hosta, rhododendron, hosta, hellebores, epimedium, 
hosta, disporum, polyganatum, hosta, galanthus, 
tricyrtis, hosta, diverse ferns, and of course, hosta. 
In the intervening years we have shoe-horned in any 
unusual plant that will grow in Zone 6. 

The over-arching design principle in our garden is 
color: large areas are deliberately devoted to a single 
color family. This brings some measure of harmony 
to a garden that embraces many too many plants.

Within the prevailing color structure of our garden are areas that feature like with like: in plant form or leaf 
shape or texture. Some groupings introduce contrasting plant shapes just for interest.

We look forward to sharing our garden with you.ß

Extreme gardening in progress at Mill Fleurs. 
B. Tiffany photo

DVHS Meeting, June 5, 2010
Potluck Lunch, Garden Tour, and Auction
Mill Fleurs, Point Pleasant, Pennsylvania

Mill Fleurs, in the Editor’s Words
David Teager
Not to be missed. In my daily life, I try to banish such clichés from my vocabulary, but this is one time where 
the phrase is simply too appropriate.

I had the pleasure of being a tour bus captain during the 2006 National AHS Convention, transporting an 
international contingent of visitors to Mill Fleurs. (The DVHS was last there in 2000—and I still remember the 
visit.) This garden, above all others, was the hardest to get the conventioneers to leave. The scope is truly 
breathtaking. At the same time, the Tiffanys have applied artistic design principles  (as Barbara described in 
her April lecture to DVHS) so that the space, and the phenomenal catalog of plants, makes sense. Pathways with 
purpose, garden rooms with a view, charming vignettes and jaw-dropping “how did they do that?” surprises.

Of course, the collection of hostas alone is worth the visit. In 2006 the tally of cultivars was over 1000, and (based 
on her behavior at DVHS auctions) I don’t think Barbara has slowed in adding more. Could it be 1200 by now? 

If you need more pictures to convince you that you must attend, visit the Member Profiles at http://delvalhosta.org.
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How to Win Cut-Leaf Show Awards
Warren I. Pollock
A few weeks before the 1984 American Hosta Society 
Convention in Birmingham, Alabama, I was strongly 
encouraged by the convention chair to bring leaves for 
the Cut-Leaf Show, now known as Division I of a Hosta 
Show. I had never entered a competitive leaf show 
before. In fact, I had never entered any horticultural 
show of any kind. 

Early in the morning of the day I left, I cut about two 
dozen leaves, packed them in a box, shipped the parcel 
as luggage on the airplane I took that afternoon, and 
entered the leaves the next day, a greenhorn to the 
show’s Schedule and the words Section and Class.

I was shocked and most pleased at 
what happened. One of my entries 
won Best in Show and I took home 
the AHS President’s Exhibitor 
Award. The leaf was Hosta 
ventricosa ‘Aureomarginata’, a last-
minute selection which I almost 
didn’t bring.     
National Convention Hosta Show 
held in Wilmington, Delaware, I 
again entered a leaf of H. ventricosa 
‘Aureomarginata’ and it won Best 
Variegated Hosta Award. By the 
way, that same clump is still going 
strong producing fantastic leaves 
each year. 

I’ve won other Hosta Show awards 
and I’ve been a judge at many AHS 
Hosta  Shows .  From these  
experiences I’ve compiled some tips 
and hints which may be helpful for 
the DVHS show this June:

•	Walk around your garden a week or more before 
the show examining which hosta leaves you might 
bring. Make a list of the plants.

•	A couple of days before the show, reexamine all the 
clumps. Do your initial choices still hold? Are there 
“show worthy” leaves on the plants? Don’t be 
concerned if the hostas are species, registered culti-
vars or unregistered varieties. 

•	At this time, determine which specific leaves on 
each plant you are going to bring. I tag each leaf 
about halfway along the petiole (leaf stalk) with a 
strip of masking tape, making a loop around the 
stalk and leaving plenty of space to write the hosta’s 
name. Note: It is best to chose two or more leaves 
from each clump since some show categories 
[unregistered sports and seedlings] require more 
than one leaf being submitted. Allow plenty of time 
for this activity. 

•	Don’t be put off if your leaves may just be old 
favorites. Don’t think that only the newest or rarest 
varieties are going to be the winners. What judges

look for is Quality. Winners at Hosta Shows, for the 
most part, are the most perfect leaves. Judges have 
an uncharitable habit of noticing pinholes, dirt and 
blemishes of any kind and size.

•	Select typical, representative leaf sizes: Don’t neces-
sarily select only the largest leaves. Judges are not 
always impressed with huge leaves from highly 
nourished plants, unless they are imperfection-free. 
Then again, try not to select leaves significantly 
smaller than adult mature sizes. Don’t select mis-
shapen leaves. Best bet: “big” representative leaves.

•	Select typical, representative leaf variegations: I don’t 
recommend selecting the most unusually varie-
gated leaves if they are not representative of the 
varieties. Margin- and medio-variegated leaves 

should have symmetrical patterns 
on each side of the midribs. 
“Streaked” and “splashed” leaves 
are difficult to assess as being true 
to types, but don’t let this prevent 
your entering them as judges likely 
don’t know what their true-to-type 
variegations are either.
•	 Select good strong leaf colors: 
Choose leaves that are the bluest 
blues; the brightest yellows and 
golds; and the boldest, sharpest and 
most distinct variegations. Judges 
are always attracted to vivid colors.
•	 Select unblemished leaves: 
Judges usually mark down leaves 
with imperfections: holes, tears, cut 
edges, stains, marks, etc. Sometimes 
small defects in inconspicuous areas 
are passed over, but only sometimes.
•	 The day of the show (or the day 
I leave for a show if I need to travel 
a long distance), I go into the garden 

very early in the morning. Hosta leaves are their 
freshest looking then: upright, perky and luxuriant. 
I cut each tagged leaf at ground level with pruning 
shears, and then make a new cut with a clean sharp 
knife, leaving a long petiole. [Editor’s note: While 
we hope that HVX is not present in your garden, 
prudence dictates that you sterilize your cutting 
implements between hostas with a 10% bleach 
solution followed by an alcohol wipe to prevent 
transfer of any virus.] 

•	I write the name on each attached tag with a marker. 
I make sure the tape is firmly pressed around the 
stalk, since I don’t want the tag sliding off.

•	Condition leaves: Immediately after cutting and 
tagging the leaves, some show folks soak them in 
cold water for an hour or so. A bathtub or kitchen 
sink is often used. Supposedly this helps condition 
them so they stay straight upright in the show’s 
vases. Judges look unkindly on leaves that are limp 
(drooping).

The 1987 winner. W. I. Pollock photo.

see How to Win, p. 7
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will wilt and turn yellow, and if the situation 
persists, the plants may die back to their 
overwintering buds. Although they may start 
into growth again once there is sufficient 
moisture in the soil, the leaves will be much 
smaller than before.

The few people I know who use a “moisture control” 
potting mix water their hostas as frequently and with 
as much care as hostas potted in regular potting mixes. 
Which seems to say, they don’t fully trust the hydrogel 
in the soilless mix to water their plants effectively and 
sufficiently during drought-like conditions, albeit even 
temporary ones. 

I should also mention that the Scotts® people of lawn 
care fame (who with Miracle-Gro and Ortho® comprise 
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company behemoth) also market 
potting soils having a Scotts label, and at least one 
contains hydrogel. Though I never have used any of 
Scotts’ mixes, I doubt greatly they’re significantly 
different from Miracle-Gro’s. 

In my early container-growing days, I potted up plants 
using regular Miracle-Gro straight out of the bags 
without any major amendment. I soon found that for 
some hostas, especially minis that don’t yet have 
abundant root systems, drainage wasn’t fast (sharp) 
enough. So to every half-bucket of Miracle-Gro I mixed 
in two or three big handfuls of gritty inorganic particles; 
that’s about a 10–15% addition.

Over the years my amendment preference has been 
Axis® Soil Conditioner, a calcined diatomaceous earth 
marketed specifically for horticultural use. The small 
particles are light weight and highly porous. 
Considerable research shows their physical structure 
markedly increases the soils’ water and air capacities, 
both highly beneficial for root development. (Visit 
www.valleyenvironmental.ca/?page_id=20 for details.) 
But alas, about five years ago my northern Delaware 
source stopped selling Axis and I have not found another 
local supplier.

I hoarded a quantity of Axis, and sparingly have conti-
nued to add it to containers growing fussy mini hostas. 
These gems usually are the very newest ones that just 
came from tissue-culture (TC) propagation labs’ tender 
loving care and aren’t yet fully acclimated to the harsh, 
unforgiving world outside of a nursery. 

But for the bulk of hostas in containers, especially big 
clumps in big pots, I have used poultry grit, the so-
called “starter size,” as the amendment. Chicken and 
turkey grits are inexpensively available in farm supply 
stores. As with Axis the particles do not float to the 
soil’s surface as perlite does—unattractively. Further, 
their color is not stark white, another of perlite’s 
characteristics I don’t like.
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Views and Overviews, continued from p. 3

Though grit does increase drainage, it itself is not 
porous: it has no physical interstices to hold water and 
air. And being granite, grit is considerably heavier than 
Axis. Often I needed an industrial-type dolly to move 
huge containers with substantial amounts of grit.

By the way, regardless of what Martha Stewart might 
advise, putting a layer of grit, gravel, stones or pottery 
shards in the bottom of a container does not improve 
drainage. Good drainage comes from a well-draining 
soilless mix—and adequate drainage holes. 

A few years ago I discovered a new soilless mix, Organic 
Mechanics®, that I now like better than Miracle-
Gro…and it is peat-free. For die-hard supporters of 
Delaware Valley enterprises, it’s even manufactured 
locally in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. The mix was 
developed by Mark Highland when he was employed 
at Scott Arboretum in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. In 
2006 he founded a company to produce it commercially. 
There are now about 160 retailers across the U.S.

Called Organic Mechanics Container Blend Potting 
Soil, it consists of compost, forest products (principally 
pine bark), coir, worm castings, rice hulls and perlite. 
The mix has an open, airy structure with excellent 
drainage, sufficiently fast so I haven’t needed to add 
Axis or grit. (I’ll alert you now: it’s pricey.)

If you’re not familiar with coir (pronounced kwahr), it 
is the stiff coarse fiber extracted from the fibrous outer 
shells of coconuts. Being a renewable product—which 
sphagnum peat moss is not—coir is increasingly being 
substituted for peat, particularly in European Union 
countries. (There is considerable discussion overseas 
whether coir has the same outstanding qualities in 
potting mixes as peat moss, especially if coir replaces 
all of the peat.)

Organic Mechanics also markets another mix, Premium 
Blend Potting Soil. It contains more worm castings and 
compost than Container Blend. I favor Container Blend 
for growing hostas in containers.

Scott Arboretum now exclusively uses the Container 
Blend in its numerous, outstanding container plantings 
on Swarthmore College campus. This association offers 
its members an opportunity to buy this potting soil at 
a discount each April. Cost then is $14 for a 2-cubic-
foot bag, considerably below the retail price.

Don’t forget that hostas growing in potting soil, 
regardless of the mix’s composition and even if the soil 
is packaged with some fertilizer added, need to be 
fertilized regularly. Often better than applying fertilizer 
directly to the soil—and that includes slow-release 
granules—is to foliar feed with a dilute liquid fertilizer 
weekly or maybe every two weeks, starting in early 
spring. As I’ve pontificated before in this column, your

continued on p. 7



7

Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form
Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to:	 Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership	
1200 Farmington Ave.	
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for 
address and e-mail, or to offer your garden for a 
potential meeting or tour. Thanks!

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Would you consider opening your garden for a members’ 
tour? ______________________________________________

Are you in the nursery trade? _________________________

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.
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hostas love abundant nitrogen when the foliage is 
emerging, unfurling and growing in size.

I have used many different foliar fertilizer brands and 
have not noted any significant difference in hostas’ 
performance, provided they contain at least 6% nitrogen 
(preferably 8%) and are not organic based. (Organic 
compositions usually work too slowly for hostas.) But 
note that I usually add a wetting agent, which often is 
the essential key for highly effective, foliar feeding. 

Many hosta leaves have a wax coating on them. It is 
well recognized that the highly decorative, blue leaf 
coloring is due to a thin silvery wax coating. But what 
isn’t often appreciated is numerous other hosta leaves 
have a waxy surface also, less noticeable or even 
unnoticeable, especially in springtime. 

What happens is you spray these leaves with the 
nutrient solution and it beads up and rolls right off or 
stays on the leaves as a few isolated drops. You can 
check this out by spraying H. ‘Sagae’ or H. ‘Liberty’PP—
both not noted for having a wax coating—with plain 
water in early season and observing the water beading 
up and rolling off the leaves.

Best results are obtained when a film of nutrient remains 
on the leaves for an extended time so there is maximum 
uptake of the fertilizer. 

A mild dishwashing liquid can be used as a wetting 
agent, although it’s not the best choice for this purpose. 
You may have to experiment a bit to determine how 
many drops to add to each gallon of solution to wet 
leaves satisfactorily. Make sure you stir the solution 
well. And try to wet the undersides of the leaves, too.

Much better wetting agents are on the market 
formulated specifically for horticultural use. An Internet 
search will identify them. I am a fan of Coco-Wet®, 
available mail order at www.spray-n-grow.com. If you 
use another commercial wetting agent, first try it on 
an out-of-site leaf or two to confirm that it will not 
injure the leaf’s wax coating. ß

Step right up!

Views and Overviews, continued from p. 6
•	Clean leaves: Dirty leaves don’t win top awards! 

The best time to clean leaves is at home. I often 
wash my leaves individually in the shower, letting 
them air-dry. (An electric hair dryer at coolest 
setting can be used—but only very sparingly.) For 
dirty areas still remaining, especially in deeply 
puckered leaves and highly convexed petioles, I use 
cotton swabs dipped in a dilute, mild detergent. 
Woolite® is preferred by many seasoned show folks. 
Warning: Don’t rub blue leaves too hard as the blue-
producing wax coating can be damaged. 	
Bring cotton swabs and small bottle of detergent to 
the show for any cleaning needs there. A squirt-
bottle with plain water will be helpful, too.

How one transports leaves to the show depends on 
many factors, including when the show is held, and 
personal preference. Three things I always do:

•	I keep the cut end of the petioles in water or at least 
moist. I have wrapped the ends in wet tissue or 
toweling and put them in a plastic bag, securing 
the top with string or plastic tie. I have also 
submerged the ends in water or wet sand in a pail, 
sometimes fastening groups of leaves loosely to the 
inside of the container with masking tape. 

•	I keep the leaves out of direct sun and as cool as 
possible. On hot days add ice cubes to the water.

•	I avoid touching or marring the leaves, especially 
the blue ones.

Enjoy…and good luck. ß

The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are 
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN! 

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149
Membership: Rebecca Boylan 610-327-8217 
Plant Sales: position open
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 215-598-1250
Display Gardens: Marilyn Romenesco, Chair, 
302-765-3581
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Mary Tilger, Chair, 610-454-7372

How to Win, continued from p. 5

[Editor’s note: if you want even more tips, see “It’s Show 
Time” from Spring 2008, found at http://delvalhosta.org.]



Saturday, March 27: Hardy Plant Society meeting:
March Into Spring at DelCo Comm. Coll., Media 
Saturday, April 10: DVHS Winter/Spring Meeting, 
Jenkins Arboretum, Devon, PA
Hosta plant sale and great hospitality
Guest Speaker Barbara Tiffany
Tuesday, May 11: Susquehanna Hosta Society, 
Camp Hill, PA. Judging Clinic 1 and Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 29: Tri-State Hosta Society 
Tour of Chopko garden, Boonton, NJ
Saturday June 5: DVHS Tour of Mill Fleurs (Barbara 
and Tiff Tiffany’s garden), Point Pleasant, PA. 
Potluck lunch and plant auction 
Fri–Sun, June 11–13: First Look 2010 exhibition, 
competition, and garden tours. Parsippany, NJ 
www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook

June 11–13 Potomoc Hosta Club Hosta Show, 
National Arboretum, Washington, DC
June 18–19: DVHS Hosta Show at U of Delaware 
Wilmington Campus, Wilmington, DE 
June 22-26: AHS National Convention in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. www.hosta.org or 
www.starsofthenorth.net 
July 8–10: Midwest Regional Hosta Convention in 
Des Moines, Iowa. www.ROHS.org 
Saturday, July 17: DVHS Garden Walk in Kennett 
Square, PA, with potluck and plant auction.
Also: special plant sale honoring Bill Meyer, and 
Sum and Substance leaf competition.
Saturday, October 30: DVHS Fall Meeting, 
Tredyfferin Public Library, Wayne, PA 
Guest Speaker Mike Shadrack

OVERDUE DUES?  
Please check your mailing label.  If you see a number less than 10, you owe DVHS dues for 2010. Current  
members’ renewal fees are due by the March/April meeting; any back dues also need to be paid in order to 
remain current.  You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the special sales, and to receive the 
Newsletter by mail. The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter and maintenance of the website, as well 
as for other society activities. If you want to continue hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. Don’t 
delay! Send in your 2010 membership fee today!

DVHS Newsletter v19.2
1411 Deer Meadow Ln
Garnet Valley, PA 19060-1925

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Calendar of Events 2010
www.delvalhosta.org


