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Winter/Spring 2010
Hosta Meeting and Plant Sale

Saturday, April 10, 12:30-3:30 p.m.

Jenkins Arboretum, 631 Berwyn Baptist Rd, Devon, PA 19333

Barbara Tiffany, Guest Speaker
“Designing a Collection Garden”

10:00 DVHS Board Meeting and Set-up (Brown Bag Lunch)

12:30 Hosta Hospitality (Dessert/munchies) and Plant Sale
1:30 Business Meeting and Feature Presentation
Please bring a treat to share. Beverages will be provided.

Directions to Jenkins Arboretum

The library is between the Main Line (Route 30) and Route 202, not far from Waterloo Gardens (Devon).
Note that parking is limited to 48 spaces; carpool if you can, but save room for those hostas!

From Philadelphia/North/Central NJ: Take 1-76 or the PA Turnpike West to King of Prussia/Valley
Forge. Follow the signs to Route 202 South. Take 202 South to the Devon exit (Route 252 N / Valley Forge
Rd), about 2.8 miles. Turn Left (headed south) at the end of the ramp onto Valley Forge Rd, crossing under
the highway and crossing Swedesford Rd. Go about 0.6 miles, crossing the railroad bridge, and bear Right
onto Devon State Rd. Take the next Right (only 0.1 miles) onto Berwyn Baptist Road. Jenkins Arboretum
& Gardens is up the hill on the left. An iron gate and stone pillars mark the entrance.

From the South: Take 1-95 North (from Delaware or US 322) to 1-476 North to 1-76 West, then follow
directions above. Or use on-line directions or GPS to get to Devon State Rd via Route 30 West from 1-476.
(It's a little tricky if you've not done it before, and only saves you 3—4 minutes.)

From the West or Southwest: Take 1-76 East to King of Prussia/Valley Forge, then follow directions
above. Or, take Route 202 North (e.g. from Route 1) to the Devon exit (Valley Forge Rd.). Turn Right at the
end of the ramp onto Valley Forge Rd (headed south), and follow directions above.

The 46-acre Jenkins Arboretum was opened in to the public in 1976, as a living memorial to Elisabeth Phillipe
Jenkins. The John J. Williamson Education Center, where we are meeting, opened in April, 2009. Itisa LEED
certified, “green,” building. The graceful design compliments the beauty of the arboretum. Weather permitting,
we know you will enjoy a stroll through the gardens. Visit the website to find out more about the plant collection
and find out “What's in Bloom?” www.jenkinsarboretum.org.
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President’s Message

At this time of the year, there is something really beautiful about looking
at a white and black landscape as the sun rises early in the morning.
However, after our three record snowfalls in December and February, enough
is enough. Hopefully, March will bring us back into the garden for clean-
up and more clean-up, along with cutting grasses back, pruning, and moving
small trees and shrubs, pulling wild onions and garlic, and possibly putting
a weed preventive down. Did | mention doing some stretching exercises?

April brings us showers and Bob Solberg. He is bringing some fantastic
hostas from his Green Hill Farm in Chapel Hill, NC (www.hostahosta.com)
for our annual plant sale. After looking at the DVHS sales list, | had a hard
time trying to decide which ones | wanted the most. Jim and | may have to
start a new garden bed!

We have a fantastic calendar planned for 2010. Kathy Miller has worked
hard to get locations, gardens, and speakers lined up. Barbara Tiffany will
talk about elements of design, focusing on incorporating a large collection
of hosta in a landscape packed with shade- and sun-loving perennials, trees
and shrubs. This is followed up with a visit on June 5th to the Tiffany’s
fabulous garden, MillFleurs, which was a tour garden for the 2006 AHS
National Convention. The plantings at MillFleurs are organized strictly by
color. Rather unusually for hosta collections, many are organized by leaf
color or leaf shape, putting like with like. Two weeks later, June 19th, is the
DVHS Hosta Show, where cut leaves are organized by color and size and
put in pretty vases. In the fall we have Michael Shadrack as guest speaker
bringing his new co-authored book, “The New Encyclopedia of Hostas.” The
hostas in this book are organized by the color and pattern of their leaves.
Somehow we have managed to weave an exciting and educational thread
throughout these events.

Why have a Hosta Show? What is a Hosta show? Why should | enter leaves?
How can | be a hosta show Judge? | am a firm believer in hosta shows, as
they give a plant society an opportunity for the maximum participation of
its members—qgetting together to have fun and partake in an event that is
educational for them and the public. A hosta show is a place to see the
newest and best-grown hosta leaves, cut and displayed in vases. Entire
plants are also displayed individually in containers or as multiple plants
in containers for effect. This is where we get to excite the public about the
genus Hosta and share information about DVHS. As to why should | enter
leaves...why not? Our goal is to make this a fun and easy event to participate
in. We will have information at the next two meetings and in the next
newsletter. Look for helpful tips and ideas, demonstrations and sign-up
sheets. If you like to look at the details in hosta leaves and enjoy identifying
new and old cultivars, please consider becoming a judge. Start the process
to become a provisional judge by attending a Clinic | (see additional informa-
tion on page 3). Contact me for additional information and materials.

If you think we have a rough season growing hostas, you might want to go
to the AHS website (www.hosta.org) and look at the promotional video posted
for the 2010 National Convention in Minnesota. Yah, | betcha we have them
beat for snooow inchas.

— Conny Parsons

¢
JoIN THE AHS!

The American Hosta Society is gearing up for another successful

All articles and photos herein are the property of the @NNual convention, this time in Minnesota. Join the AHS today to

authors and the Delaware Valley Hosta Society, and
are not to be reprinted without express permission.

find out more! Visit www.hosta.org where you can join on-line.



On Hostas:
Views and Overviews, part 11

Warren |. Pollock, Wilmington, Delaware

Our continuing column by DVHS’s founder and first
president. Contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com with
your comments and questions.

Three More Top Hosta Events of the 20th Century

In the Fall 2009 DVHS Newsletter, | mention that at
the turn of the millennium Bob Solberg of Green Hill
Farm in North Carolina reflected on what he considered
the Top Ten Hosta Events of the 20t Century. | listed
just the first two, with explanatory comments.

#1 was the development of the tissue culture process
for hostas by Mark Zilis and Walters Gardens in the
late seventies and the formation of the hosta liner
industry by T & Z Nursery (now Q & Z Nursery) in
Illinois. #2 was the formation of The American Hosta
Society in 1968, founded by Alex J. Summers, its first
President and Bulletin Editor, and Eunice Fisher.

Here are Solberg’s next three Top Hosta Events of the
last century:

#3 The work of Frances Williams of promoting
hostas through her letters, which have left a
historical time capsule of the hostas and people
of the mid-century. Also, her discovery of the hosta
‘Frances Williams’ in 1936 in Bristol, Conn., and
hybridization of ‘Beatrice’.

Frances Williams, a garden writer and gardener with
a landscape degree from MIT, lived in the Boston area.
She happened to be visiting a Connecticut nursery and
noticed a wide yellow-margined sport in a long row of
hostas with large blue leaves, most probably H.
sieboldiana ‘Elegans’, today called simply H. ‘Elegans’.
The owners had regarded it a rogue to be culled out.
Recognizing its potential, she obtained some of the
clump, naming it H. sieboldiana ‘Aureomarginata’. A
small specialist nursery in Massachusetts propagated
and marketed it, as well as other introductions of Mrs.
Williams.

It was an Oxford University professor in 1962 who
named this cultivar H. sieboldiana ‘Frances Williams’.
The story is that he was invited to give a lecture to The
Royal Horticultural Society on variegated-leaved plants.
Mrs. Williams had sent him a piece of her yellow-
margined hosta. However, he misplaced her label and
forgot the name on it. So for the sport’s name in his
presentation and published paper, he used her name:
H. sieboldiana ‘Frances Williams'. Now written just H.
‘Frances Williams’, it is considered the principal
variegated-leaf cultivar that started the hosta craze.

Mrs. Williams hybridized many hostas. In 1952 she
selected ‘Beatrice’ from a lot of 350 H. sieboldii seedlings.
As a pod parent that often produced variegated
seedlings, it was extensively used in breeding programs

continued on p. 6
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Plant sale information 3

This year's plants are coming directly from the grower:
Bob Solberg of Green Hill Hostas. Bob will bring us
plants that have been leafed out in the greenhouse, so
you'll have a good idea of what you're buying. He may

bring along some extra minis that are not on the list
below, so if you're into minis, plan to spend some extra
moolah.

Remember that you must be a member in current
standing in order to buy plants at this sale. For most
of you, that will mean paying this year’s dues on the
meeting date. Bring friends and sign them up as new
members, too. 3

This year’s plants and prices. See insert for details.

Bailey’s Cream — $22 (medium)
Blueberry Cobbler — $18 (small)
Brutus — $20 (very large)

Cup of Grace — $25 (medium)
Frosted Mouse Ears — $20 (mini)
Holy Mouse Ears — $20 (mini)
Little Devil — $15 (mini)

Mouse Trap — $20 (mini)

Ocean Isle — $22 (large)

Pixie Vamp — $15 (mini)
Spartacus — $22 (large)
Strawberry Banana Smoothie — $20 (medium)
Summer Lovin — $20 (medium)
Tiny Bubbles — $15 (small)
Tongue Twister — $15 (small)
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Do you know your hostas?
Become a Judge!

The Susquehanna Hosta Society (our daughter
organization) will be holding a hosta show
Judging Clinic 1 on Tuesday afternoon, May 11, in
Camp Hill Pa. The location is the Lower Allen
Township building at 2233 Gettysburg Road, Camp
Hill, Pennsylvania. The clinic will be taught by Barb
Jones and Carolyn Schaffner (the same judges
who taught the clinic at last year’s AHS convention).
The four-hour clinic will begin at 5 p.m. It will
coincide with the regular meeting of the SHS. The
cost of the clinic is $10, which includes the
Handbook for Hosta Shows and Judging. More
information may be found at the www.hosta.org
show judging section. For more information please
contact Jay Stanton at thermalhouse@comcast.net
or 717-566-3415, or Conny Parsons.

The registration confirmation date is April 10, 2010
(at the DVHS Winter/Spring meeting).

Note: Judges must be AHS members. Join today!




DVHS Newsletter, Winter, 2010

DVHS Meeting, April 10,2010

Plant Sale and Presentation
Jenkins Arboretum, Devon, Pennsylvania

Barbara Tiffany and MillFleurs

It looked so romantic when we bought it in 1993 - this
totally rustic 1742 stone gristmill with its dilapidated
1790’s sawmill appendage. Even with years of neglect
the setting on the Tohickon Creek in Bucks County
was breathtaking.

We did not realize that the great vertical drop
which created such drama and drainage, would make
taming this site into a garden difficult.. Difficult
bordering on Impossible. Simple enough, we thought,
we would start with the garden,, understanding that
we needed every year of growth we could get to grow
on interesting trees. We hired a guy with a backhoe to
clear the 40' tall stands of bamboo. “Three days,” he
promised. After three days he called his brother with
his backhoe and we rounded up five people to work
with us sifting every inch of soil. Three weeks and an
indictment by the state EPA later ...

We agonized over cutting out massive walnuts, ancient
ashes leaning over the buildings, and many unlovely
forest trees to make room for trees with interesting
bark and foliage. Then we planted our rock outcroppings
and precipitous slopes with hosta, rhododendron, hosta,
hellebores, epimedium, hosta, disporum, polyganatum,
hosta, galanthus, tricyrtis, hosta, diverse ferns, and of
course, hosta. In the intervening years we have shoe-
horned in any unusual plant that will grow in Zone 6.

The big challenge in a collection garden is to organize
plantings so that people who do not share your passion
will enjoy their visit. Whether your collection is 100
plants or 1000, we face the same problem. It may sound
blasphemous, but too many plants of any one genus
can be tedious, indeed—to both collectors and casual
visitors.

The over-arching design principle in our garden is color:
large areas are deliberately devoted to a single color
family. This brings some measure of harmony to a
garden that embraces many too many plants.

Within the prevailing color structure of our garden are
areas that feature like with like: in plant form or leaf
shape or texture. Some groupings introduce contrasting
plant shapes just for interest.

Another way to organize and energize garden spaces
is to stop the eye with forms that are not plants. These
choices often reveal a great deal about the gardener:
artist Connie Parson’s garden is painterly; sculptor
Inta Kromboltz’'s garden is punctuated by her work in
metal. We use the teak benches we have designed for
bold form and Mill “furniture” (bits of old milling
equipment), to complete or accentuate a composition.

We look forward to sharing our ideas about designing
a collection garden with you in April, and hope you
will visit MillFleurs on June 5 to see for yourself.f3

Barbara Tiffany grew up in
Larchmont, New York, attended
Wellesley College, and graduated
magna cum laude from Barnard
College in 1961. She founded a
successful regional magazine, of
Westchester, NY, and subse-
quently established a career in
space planning, based on the
psychological use of space.
Corporate clients included Saks
Fifth Avenue/White Plains, NY,
and The Manhattan Theater Club.

Barbara and Robert Tiffany began collaborating on

furniture in 1976, sharing the design process to create
and produce numerous award-
winning designs. Marketers and
collaborators have included Terrance
Conran, Plycraft, and American
Leather. In 2000 The Spirit Song
Bench Collection, based on the
principle of the Jeffersonian wall, was
introduced. Its bold, contem-porary
design is realized in Certified Green
plantation-grown teak and stainless
steel for indoor/outdoor use.

Philosophically the Tiffanys believe
that no matter how handsome the
design, it isn’t successful if it doesn’t
function. They pride themselves on
engineering exquisite comfort into the
construction of each original design.

An old mill stone along a path at MillFleurs. w. Guymon photo



A Warning about Iron Phosphate Slug
Baits

by Bill Meyer

Iron Phosphate slug baits like Sluggo have been on the
market for a few years now, and are advertised as being
“safe and non-toxic.” The products’ manufacturers and
marketers claim that they are safe around children,
pets, and wildlife.

In looking into these claims, | found out that really
very little safety testing was done before releasing this
product. This was mainly because iron phosphate occurs
naturally in the soil, in fertilizers, and in food
supplements, so it was considered unnecessary to test
its effects on animals. Everybody, including the EPA,
says these baits are safe. They must be safe then, right?

The first signs that these baits may not be quite as safe
as advertised came with first one then a second study
that showed they Killed earthworms. More recently dog
poisonings began to appear in veterinary literature. An
Ohio State study says the EPA reported “5 domestic
animal deaths, 8 major domestic animal incidents and
106 moderate and minor domestic animal incidents
from the use of iron phosphate slug and snail baits.”
These animals had iron poisoning, a very serious
problem, and they got it from eating iron phosphate
slug baits. Continued ingestion of these baits increases
the amount of iron in the system of dogs and humans
alike. Eventually toxic levels are reached and death
can result. Dogs surviving severe poisonings can have
serious organ damage.

Iron poisoning is very serious in people, dogs, and other
animals, and can be fatal. That it can come from eating
these supposedly “safe and non-toxic” slug bait products
seems to indicate that they slipped through the cracks
in our regulatory system. Clearly there are no warnings
about this to be found anywhere.

Interestingly, if these products were simply iron
phosphate and an inert ingredient (wheat gluten) as
their labels say, they would be as safe as they are
advertised to be. They would also not kill slugs or snails.
Iron phosphate itself is mostly indigestible. The reason
they do kill slugs and snails is that they also have a

Step right up!
The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN!

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149
Membership : Rebecca Boylan 610-327-8217
Plant Sales: position open

Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 215-598-1250
Display Gardens: Marilyn Romenesco, Chair,
302-765-3581

Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Mary Tilger, Chair, 610-454-7372

“hidden” ingredient called EDTA that makes it possible 5

to digest the iron. Actually, they contain more EDTA
than iron phosphate, and this combination makes them
fairly poisonous to people, pets, and wildlife. A Swiss
study that looked at these baits for organic farming
certification said that they aren’t likely to pose much
less of a poisoning hazard than the metaldehyde baits,
and that EDTA itself is more poisonous than
metaldehyde.

At this time the first reports are still coming in, so it
may be some time before the EPA catches up and insists
on poison warnings on the iron phosphate slug bait
packages. More studies will probably be done, but in
the meantime these products should be used with
caution. The one thing that the reported dog poisonings
makes clear is that the iron phosphate in the baits will
put iron into the system when eaten. Just because they
are advertised as safe does not mean they are safe, and
your children and pets should not be the unknowing
research subjects to test the safety of these products.

Like the metaldehyde baits, the iron phosphate baits
are good products that offer real control of slugs in the
garden. Also, like the metaldehyde baits, they should
be considered a moderately dangerous poison that can
be lethal in large amounts. Handle them appropriately
until more information about them becomes available.
Do not treat them as “safe and non-toxic.” They already
have Killed pets. Be extremely careful to keep children
and pets away from the containers. Use only sparingly
as directed, don’t put big bands or piles anywhere, and
clean up spills. Do not allow small children or pets to
play unsupervised in treated areas, and watch for
neighbors’ dogs or kids when the product is in use.

The ultimate responsibility to keep kids, pets, and
wildlife safe from poisoning lies with us when we use
or store poisons. Both metaldehyde and iron phosphate
baits are pretty safe if used properly, but both are
poisons. Remember too that the iron phosphate baits,
as far as | know, do not contain Bitrex, a very bitter
substance, like the metaldehyde baits do, so children
and animals are more likely to eat them in toxic
quantities.

More information and documentation can be found in
the Reading Room at www.hostalibrary.org .3

New Members’ Corner

We welcome the following new members who have
joined our group since our last issue:

Geoffrey Boyer
Emmaus, PA

Mary Lou Monihan
Egg Harbor Twp, NJ

If you know someone who is interested in joining the
DVHS but you don’t have an application handy, direct
them to our website (www.delvalhosta.org) or have them
call Rebecca Boylan for more information.

We are also interested in distributing our application
forms to garden centers, gardening clubs, and plant
sales, so if you would like any, please contact Rebecca.
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in the 1970s and '80s. As a garden plant, however,
‘Beatrice’ is highly variable and not in vogue. Many
streaked-leaved hostas have ‘Beatrice’ origin.

#4 The distribution and marketing of new hostas
to the gardening public in large numbers in the
late seventies and eighties through alliance of
Paul Aden and Klehm’s Nursery, by their use of
color pictures in both the Klehm Catalogue and
Aden’s The Hosta Book. Many of these hostas have
become household names like ‘Sum and Substance’
and ‘Great Expectations’.

Paul Aden, a high school biology teacher on Long Island,
New York, was a leading hosta authority and prominent
hosta hybridizer with a backyard nursery selling cutting-
edge hostas, mostly mail-order. Aden’s principal
functions, in the business association with Klehm’s,
were marketing and selecting the hostas, principally
his own creations.

The concept was to tissue-culture propagate hostas in
a lab in south-central Florida, principally built for and
under exclusive contract to Klehm’s. The lab would
then grow them on to liner size.

The tiny starter plants, in plug trays, would be shipped
to Klehm'’s Nursery in central Illinois, a highly regarded
wholesaler and retailer, managed by enterprising Roy
Klehm, son of the founder. Though this nursery offered
many different plants, its specialties were peonies and
daylilies.

Klehm'’s would grow the liners on in small plastic pots
to “garden size” plants, 2-3 inches high. The pots, with
their entire contents, would be shipped to customers
in ingeniously-designed six-pack cartons that held the
pots upright during delivery. To keep the soil from
spilling out, each plant had a specially-designed foam-
plastic collar around it. There was no other packaging.

In 1982 “Aden/Klehm Hosta Guide Catalog No. 1” was
published, authored by Paul Aden. It had small color
photographs of the hostas, along with their uses, such
as for edging, groundcover, rock gardens, etc. Aden’s
handsome garden, The Garden of Aden, was extensively
pictured. This was the first hosta catalog printed with
adequate descriptions and color photos. In 1984 a color
catalog supplement was issued.

Promotion was broad and innovative. | recall an actual
demonstration on the “Today” morning TV show by
NBC's gardening correspondent - yes, there was such
a person in that baby-boomer era. He emphasized how
easy planting was: simply dig a hole only to pot's depth
but twice or more the pot's width; remove hosta from
pot with root ball and soil media intact; loosen and
straighten out any roots surrounding root ball; insert
root mass in hole so top of root ball is just at ground
level; fill remainder of hole with evacuated soil; and
gently firm dirt around plant.

The business plan was novel and daring for its time,
well outside the customary “envelope” for the nursery
industry traditionally accustomed to propagating
perennials by division and from seed, growing them in
the ground, and handling and shipping bare-rooted
plants.

The business affiliation fell apart in the mid-1980s,
some say due to propagation and quality control
difficulties, others to financial complexities and still
others to personality conflicts.

Paul Aden passed away in January 2010. Roy Klehm
moved his nursery to Wisconsin ten or so years ago; it
is now called “Song Sparrow” and still offers hostas.

#5 The hybridization of the Tardianas, the bluest
group of hostas, by Eric Smith of Hadspen House,
Dorest, England, in the early sixties.

The Tardiana group of hostas resulted from a cross by
a keen British plantsman between H. tardiflora
(‘Tardiflora’), which normally blooms in the fall, and a
chance late-blooming H. sieboldiana ‘Elegans’ (now
called just ‘Elegans’), which normally flowers in early
summer, and two subsequence generations of crosses
between seedlings. Tardiana is from “tard” or “tardi”
in H. tardiflora and “iana” or “ana” in H. sieboldiana.
Some popular members of the Tardiana group are
‘Halcyon’ from the first cross, ‘Blue Wedgwood’ and
‘Hadspen Blue’ from the second crosses and ‘Blue Blush’
from the third crosses.

‘Hadspen Blue’, among the bluest of
all hostas. D. Teager photo

Several Tardianas have sported to outstanding
variegated-leafed cultivars. The most famous—and
likely most important—is ‘June’, discovered by a British
tissue-culture lab in propagating ‘Halcyon’ and
registered in 1991. Last year The American Hosta
Society, at its national convention in Lansing, Michigan,
awarded its first Ralph “Herb” Benedict Garden
Performance Medal to ‘June’.

‘June’ has sported to several interesting cultivars. A
popular one is ‘Touch of Class’PP11.080 (H, Hansen, 1999)
with leaves having a wider blue margin, a lighter yellow

continued on p. 7



Views and Overviews, continued from p. 6

gold center and green jetting. It is tetraploid; that is,
it has four sets of chromosomes (‘June’ is diploid).

Another ‘June’ sport is ‘Remember Me’ (G. van Eijn-
Bos & Walters Gardens, 2001) having leaves that emerge
yellow with a narrow, dark blue-green margin that jets
towards the midrib. Its leaf center brightens to cream
in summer.

‘Halcyon’ also sported to ‘El Nifio’PP14.632 (P Warmer-
dam, 2003) with a narrow white margin, and to ‘First
Frost’ with a narrow creamy margin that turns whitish
later in the season.

‘First Frost' is the American Hosta Growers Association’s
Hosta of the Year for 2010.

‘Blue Ivory’PP19.623 (W, Meyer & L. Kinkhamer, 2009)
is a new introduction rapidly gaining popularity. It's a
sport of ‘El Nifio’ with wide white border. W. Meyer is
DVHS's Bill Meyer, who now lives in Woodbury, Conn.

Another sport of ‘Hadspen Blue’ is ‘Aristocrat’PP11.286
(Walters Gardens, 1997). Its powdery blue leaves have
wide, jetting, creamy yellow margins that turn white.

Spring Chores: Same Old, Same OIld
With special emphasis on Critter Control

Customarily in the DVHS Newsletter’s first issue of the
year, | outline a bunch of spring chores. Except for slug
and foliar nematode abatement, again this year it's
same old, same old. For an entire list of things to do,
please refer to my previous columns; they are on the
DVHS web site.

This spring I'm emphasizing these tasks:

1) Thoroughly clean the garden of leaves, litter, debris,
etc. It was a hard 2009-2010 winter. This will help
prevent carrying over slug, insect and disease
problem from last year.

2) When divisions start poking up from the ground,
completely drench the shoots and crowns, and the
soil extensively around them, with a 10% to 15%
solution of ammonia in water. Ammonia is a contact

molluscicide. This means it only Kills slugs and
their eggs intimately in contact with it. Its
effectiveness is short lived, soon dissipated.
Ammonia (NH,OH) is also a source of nitrogen
fertilizer, especially helpful in early season when
leaves are unfurling and actively growing.

3) Two to three weeks later, repeat 2). This is to Kill
slugs and eggs missed before, plus kill baby slugs
since hatched.

4) Two to three weeks later, make the first thrust at
foliar nematode mitigation. Last summer was a
very wet one, and this destructive pest spread more
extensively and multiplied more rapidly than I can
recall ever. These pesky eelworms were everywhere.
Hostas and many other plants showed serious
infections of tell-tale signs of yellowish streaks in
leaves on plants that were clean of the problem in
previous years.

I no longer recommend the insecticide disulfoton
(Di-Syston®). After considerable inquiry and study,
I find no empirical information substantiating that
disulfoton is effective for preventing or controlling
foliar nematodes.

Imidaclorprid now seems to be the only supposedly-
helpful chemical for home gardeners’ use that is
easily available. The best-known brand is Merit®
and is in many Bayer Advance™ and other
companies’ garden and lawn products. Several
applications of a high concentration of imidaclorprid
are required.

Drench the leaves and soil of all your hostas and
ferns, etc. with imidaclorprid at double, even triple,
the dosage on the label. This chemical is a systemic
and you need a large amount ingested into the
leaves and roots, especially early in the season.

5) Three weeks later, repeat 4).
6) Two to three weeks later, repeat 4).

Good luck. Please inform me how helpful these
treatments are. 3

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.

Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form

Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to:' Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership
1200 Farmington Ave.
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for
address and e-mail, or to offer your garden for a
potential meeting or tour. Thanks!

Name
Address

Are you in the nursery trade?

Phone

E-mail

Would you consider opening your garden for a members’
tour?
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Calendar of Events 2010

www.delvalhosta.org

Saturday, March 27: Hardy Plant Society meeting:
March Into Spring at DelCo Comm. Coll., Media

Saturday, March 27: Tri-State Hosta Society Plant
sale at Frelinghuysen Arboretum, Morristown, NJ

Saturday, April 10: DVHS Winter/Spring Meeting,
Jenkins Arboretum, Devon, PA

Hosta plant sale and great hospitality

Guest Speaker Barbara Tiffany

Saturday, May 29: Tri-State Hosta Society
Visit the Chopko garden in Boonton, NJ

Tuesday, May 11: Susquehanna Hosta Society,
Camp Hill, PA. Judging Clinic 1 and Plant Sale

Saturday June 5: DVHS Tour of MillFleurs (Barbara
and Tiff Tiffany’s garden), Point Pleasant, PA.
Potluck and plant auction

Fri-Sun, June 11-13: First Look 2010 exhibition,
competition, and garden tours. Parsippany, NJ
www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook

and Potomoc Hosta Club Hosta Show, Washington
June 18-19: DVHS Hosta Show at U of D Bayard
Campus, Wilmington, DE

June 22-26: AHS National Convention in
Bloomington, Minnesota. www.hosta.org or
www.starsofthenorth.net

July 8-10: Midwest Regional Hosta Convention in
Des Moines, lowa. www.ROHS.org

Saturday, July 17: DVHS Garden Walk in Kennett
Square, PA, with potluck and plant auction

Saturday, October 30: DVHS Fall Meeting,
Tredyfferin Public Library, Wayne, PA
Guest Speaker Mike Shadrack

OVERDUE DUES?

Please check your mailing label. If you see a number less than 10, you owe DVHS dues for 2010. Current
members’ renewal fees are due by the March/April meeting; any back dues also need to be paid in order to
remain current. You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the special sales, and to receive the
Newsletter by mail. The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter and maintenance of the website, as well
as for other society activities. If you want to continue hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. Don’t

delay! Send in your 2010 membership fee today!
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