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Fall Meeting and Presentation 
Saturday, November 7

Tredyfferin Public Library
582 Upper Gulph Rd., Wayne, PA, 19087

11:30 — Board Meeting and set-up. Anyone can attend or help.
1:30 — Welcome gathering. Bring cookies/treats to share. 

Beverages provided.
2:00 — Guest speaker: Amy Bergeron of Walters Gardens, Inc.

From the Garden to the Market:
an Exploration of Hosta Societies’ Impact on the Mass Market

DELAWARE VALLEY HOSTA SOCIETY

Amy Bergeron is in charge of selecting hostas to bring into the commercial marketplace for Walters 
Gardens, Inc. (WGI) of Zeeland, Michigan, the largest wholesaler of perennials in the country. WGI 
has introduced many exceptional cultivars, including ‘Remember Me’, ‘Singing in the Rain’ and the 
recent ‘Blue Ivory’ (a wide white-margined ‘Halcyon’). Her talk focuses on how hosta societies are, 
directly and indirectly, the main source of new introductions for mass producers like WGI. She will 
discuss how they gather and utilize the knowledge and information from hosta societies to aid in 
choosing, growing and marketing new hosta varieties. Amy will give a preview of some of WGI’s 
2010 and perhaps 2011 introductions.

Directions to November 7 Meeting
The Tredyfferin Public Library is off the Main Line (Route 30), not far from Waterloo Gardens 
(Devon). It is in the same area, but not the same library, as our spring meeting this year.

From Philadelphia: Take I-76 or the PA Turnpike West to King of Prussia/Valley Forge. Take 
Route 202 South to the Paoli exit (Route 252), about 3.5 miles. Follow Route 252 South to W Cones-
toga Rd, about 1.5 miles. Turn Left at W Conestoga Rd. Go 0.5 miles to the fork  (on the left) with 
Upper Gulph Rd.  The Library is on your right, about 0.9 miles after turning from Route 252, just 
after you cross Old Eagle School Rd. 

Or take I-476 South (or North) to Rt. 30 and use the directions “from the South” below.

From the West or Southwest: Take I-76 East to King of Prussia/Valley Forge, then follow 
directions above. Or, take Route 202 North (e.g. from Rt 1) to the Paoli exit. Follow signs to Route 
252 South, and follow Route 252 South as in directions above. 

From the South: Take I-95 North to I-476 North to Rt. 30 (Villanova/St. Davids) West. Take Rt 
30 (E Lancaster Ave.) 2.5 miles to Old Eagle School Rd. Turn Right, and go 0.7 miles to Upper 
Gulph Rd. Turn Right, and the library will be on your right.
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Let me start by welcoming our fall guest speaker, Amy Bergeron from 
Walters Gardens, Inc. Her topic is one that has not been addressed by DVHS 
or many other plant societies and will be very interesting and informative. 
I hope to see many of you on November 7.

About 45 DVHS members and guests attended the July Garden Tour and 
Auction in Churchville, MD. Jerry and Joan Hudgens were wonderful hosts, 
sharing their garden and making everyone feel welcome through their 
hospitality. Jerry dug several trays of small plants, which have found new 
homes in our gardens. We appreciate being able to tour gardens and visit 
with old and new friends. 

During our July meeting, the society duly elected our newest vice-president, 
Kathy Miller, and secretary, Barbara Nace. We also bestowed a lifetime 
membership upon Warren Pollock, recognizing him for his many years of 
volunteering his time and talents. In the early 1980’s, Warren discerned an 
opportunity and need to create a local chapter of the American Hosta Society 
(AHS) in the Philadelphia, northern Delaware, and southern New Jersey 
area. He wrote letters, published a newsletter and sent it to everyone on 
the national list who lived in this area and, with the help of other hosta 
friends, the Delaware Valley Hosta Society (DVHS) was formed. This was 
the beginning of years of writing, editing and leadership. Presently, we are 
all benefiting from the articles he writes for our award-winning newsletter.

Yes, our newsletter is an award winner! The AHS has acknowledged local 
society newsletters for quality of content and design for the past two years. 
At the AHS National Convention in Michigan this June, the DVHS Newsletter 
and its editor, David Teager, were awarded the best local newsletter (shared 
with TriState Hosta Society). Eva Jones was also recognized for the best 
newsletter article, “It’s Show Time,” from articles submitted by local news-
letter editors from across the country. Congratulations to David and Eva!

The DVHS participated in the PHS Membership Day on September 12 at 
the Philadelphia Naval Yard. Up went the tent and banner, next came large 
containers of hosta and companion plants, a large bouquet of hosta flowers 
and a collection of 12 different hosta leaves. Many people stopped by to pick 
up the DVHS brochure and asked questions about hostas. We also welcomed 
four new members. I want to thank volunteers who spent a two-hour shift 
at the booth; David Teager, Stephen Fugate, Terry Oates, Chris and Gene 
Dambro, Marilyn Romenesko and Walter Cullerton.

The Saturday morning of the PHS Membership Day we were loading up 
everything needed for the event and I asked Jim, my husband, to pick some 
hosta blooms for the display. He came back with about seventy scapes full 
of purple flowers—and one of red. The red salvia was to draw attention and 
somehow it worked. I have always loved the fall blooming hostas in our 
garden. They seem to create purple waves through the garden when leaves 
on many hostas start to decline. This is a list of hostas blooming in our 
garden on September 15: ‘Harvest Dandy’, ‘Purple Lady Fingers’ (shown), 
‘Grand Slam’, ‘Old Coot’, ‘Judy Rocco’, ‘One Man’s Treasure’, ‘Red October’, 
‘Swirls’, ‘Spritzer’, kikutii 
‘Kifukurin Hyuga’, ‘Kinba’, 
‘Lancifolia’,  ‘Tardiflora’, 
‘Corkscrew’, ‘Hirao Splendor’, 
rupifraga ‘Urajiro Hachijo’, 
plantaginea ,  longissima ,  
rupifraga, and kikutii. By 
choosing varieties like these, 
you help your hosta garden 
look lovely from spring to fall.

 — Conny Parsons
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On Hostas:
Views and Overviews, part 10
Warren I. Pollock, Wilmington, Delaware
Our continuing column by DVHS’s founder and first 
president. Contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com with 
your comments and questions.

H. ‘Revolution’: A Spectacular Hosta in a Wonderful 
Garden… with Commentary on This Hosta’s History, 
Legacy and Major Fault

I always get a bit of a high when visiting a wonderful 
garden. And Jerry and Joan Hudgens’ Fern Dell, carved 
out of a 4.5-acre woodland in Churchville, Maryland, 
indeed did that to me at the Saturday, July 18th, DVHS 
meeting.

In touring gardens rich and abundant in hosta plantings, 
I customarily single out my judgment’s most magnificent 
specimen. At Fern Dell it was the spectacular H. 
‘Revolution’ clump along the drive. It also was the choice 
of other attendees as well. Note the accompanying 
photograph (at lower right) and you’ll see what I mean.

I asked Jerry to measure the clump. He said it is 16 
inches high and about 37 inches across, with about 7-
inch leaves. It’s been in its present location since 2004 
having started as a single division. On bright days it 
gets 3–5 hours of direct sunlight.

H. ‘Revolution’ was registered by Gert Van Eijn-Bos 
(the Netherlands) and Walters Gardens (Zeeland, 
Michigan) in 2000. The dark green leaves of thick 
substance have a broad, light cream center speckled 
with green flecks. (I’ll have more to say about this 
unusual variegation shortly.) 

H. ‘Revolution’ is a spectacular hosta, very popular and 
rightly so. But ‘Revolution’ has a major fault—which, 
I frankly admit, is turning me off on its long-term 
garden value.

The history of ‘Revolution’ starts with ‘Francee’ (M. 
Klopping - 1986). An old-timer of unknown origin, 
‘Francee’ has green leaves with a fairly narrow, whitish 
border. This hosta is a diploid, meaning it has two sets 
of chromosomes, as do most Hosta cultivars and species.

H. ‘Francee’ sported to ‘Patriot’ (J. Machen Jr - 1991), 
which has dark green leaves and a wide, crisp white 
border. Also, ‘Patriot’ leaves are thicker and more 
upright than ‘Francee’ leaves, and clump growth is a 
bit slower with clumps not as tall. H. ‘Patriot’ is a tetra-
ploid, meaning it has four sets of chromosomes. (There 
also is a look-alike ‘Patriot’ sibling named ‘Minuteman’ 
[J. Machen Jr - 1994] with leaf center a bit darker 
green, but that’s another story for another time.) 

H. ‘Patriot’ sported to ‘Loyalist’ (G. Van Eijk-Bos & 
Walters Gardens - 1998), also a tetraploid. It has the 
reversed leaf variegation of ‘Patriot’, namely, white 
center with a wide green border.
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continued on p. 6

DVHS in 2010! 
Kathy Miller, Vice President for Program

April 10. Spring Meeting 
Barbara Tiffany speaks at the new Education Center 
at the Jenkins Arboretum. Hosta collections are often 
planted with a haphazard (“Where can I fit it in?”) 
strategy. Barbara will give some design tips. Between 
now and then, she welcomes photos of problem areas in 
your garden. E-mail Barbara at btiffany@comcast.net. 
During the talk she will give suggestions as to how 
these areas might be improved. The meeting includes 
our annual plant sale of the latest cultivars from Bob 
Solberg and Green Hill Hostas.

June 5. Garden Tour and Auction, MillFleurs 
Barbara and Robert Tiffany host a garden walk at their 
home, MillFleurs. Many of you were lucky enough to 
see this superb garden as part of the 2006 Convention 
tour of gardens. Tohickon Creek serves as the backdrop 
for the lovely Colonial era gristmill. The extensive hosta 
collection is displayed in a variety of beautifully designed 
beds. The meeting includes our annual plant auction. 
It’s not too early to start potting up your contributions.

June 18, 19. The Hosta Show 
The DVHS presensts its biennial hosta show (leaves 
and containers), this year at the Wilmington Campus 
of the University of Delaware. Please plan to enter your 
favorite hostas. It’s fun and easy. Each of you has a 
prize winner somewhere in your garden. We need lots 
of help. This is a good opportunity to work with and get 
to know other members. Stay tuned for info.

October 30. Fall Meeting 
Mike Shadrack, co-author of The Color Encyclopedia of 
Hostas speaks on the topic “Hostas in the English 
Garden.” A new edition of the encyclopedia is 
forthcoming and will be available for Mike to sign at 
the meeting.

As of now, there is a gap in our calendar between the 
hosta show and Fall Meeting. One or two additional 
activities are still in the works.

Hosta ‘Revolution’ at Fern Dell.
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A Personal Letter to DVHS
I am taking this space in the newsletter to thank those 
of you who have taught and helped me for the last ten 
or twelve years. My first experience with the plant 
hosta was of course in our back yard since my mom had 
“both kinds” and she would be irritated with me when 
I ran over them with the mower. I grew up in the 
greenhouse business, and I was used to planting annuals 
each spring; I really didn’t know what a perennial was. 
Perhaps 20 years ago, my wife Jan and I were invited 
to attend an outdoor party, and while there I noticed 
very large-leafed plants with perhaps three colors in 
the leaves. I asked our host, and he was very happy to 
walk around naming each plant. He even gave me a 
copy of the Hosta Journal to take home. That was the 
beginning of my fascination with hostas. As I looked 
through the magazine I noticed an ad for The Azalea 
Patch in Joppa, Maryland, and immediately thought: 
day trip! This was before GPSs and Mapquest, so it 
was an adventure, but I found it tucked away in the 
sand pit off Mountain Road. I was greeted by Art Wrede. 
He wasn’t busy, so he and the dog showed me around. 
WOW. There were so many different hosta plants. I 
told him I was new to this so he helped me pick out a 
few ‘basic’ plants. I think I drove away with maybe ten 
pots and I think he even threw in an extra. I went there 
with $60 and left with “a collection.” I was hooked.

I soon joined the American Hosta Society. I forget what 
year it was that Jan and I went to Raleigh, NC, for the 
AHS Convention, but it was amazing to see what people 
had done with shade gardening. While wandering 
around the lobby of the hotel before the banquet, a very 
gracious man came up to us, seeing that we were from 
Pennsylvania, and asked us to sit with him and his 
wife. Thank you, Walter and Emilie Cullerton, for 
introducing us to the wonderful folks of the DVHS.

Over the years, I have been to several homes in the 
Delaware Valley and am in awe of the wonderfully 
landscaped gardens and well-manicured plants in the 
collections of our hosts. Since I had driven nearly a 
hundred miles to the gardens, I started to hang around 
for the board meetings just to see what was going on. 
After a while I got to know some of you better, asked 
some questions, and felt better about being in the group. 
I went to a few more conventions and thought it would 
be fun to be part of the DVHS-hosted 2006 Convention. 
At a meeting at Conny Parson’s home, I was asked to 
work with the vendors for the convention. Little did I 
know how much work and fun that would be. But the 
whole year, and the convention itself, was a blast. I 
think we all had a great time. Eva, Conny, and Barb 
are special people and I thank them for letting me be 
a part of that experience.

The next phase of my experience with the DVHS was 
when I was asked to order the plants for the plant sale 
in March. It was a challenge to choose plants that were 
new to the market and have them at a price people 
would pay and still make a profit for the group. I used 
three different approaches, this last year buying plugs

in the fall and tending them myself until the sale. But, 
after doing this for three years, it was time to move on. 

When Wayne Guymon was DVHS president, he and I 
talked about having an off-shoot group in the central 
Pennsylvania. Walter Cullerton convinced my wife that 
our garden would be a wonderful setting to host a 
meeting of gardening enthusiasts in hopes of starting 
a new Hosta Society “sport.” I then contacted anyone 
I knew who was interested in gardening and put up 
flyers at garden centers. The DVHS board donated the 
funds to cater the event. We had food and drink, all 
with hosta names: Fried Green Tomatoes, Orange 
Marmalade, Guacamole, Lemonade, etc. To our 
amazement, 42 souls showed up for that first meeting 
last summer, signed in, and listened. Guest speakers 
that night were Warren Pollack and Wayne Guymon, 
who had words of encouragement and inspiration. That 
was the beginning of the Susquehanna Hosta Society. 
We have had two business meetings and four gatherings 
at homes/gardens of our members. Conny Parsons and 
Christel Badey were the speakers at the meeting in the 
fall of 2008. Charlie Seaver will speak at the fall meeting 
in October about-you guessed it-hybridizing. So far, our 
2010 schedule—our first as a fully separate society— 
includes a plant sale and two garden visits.

Don’t worry if this sounds like a “Goodbye.” It’s not. I 
intend to continue with my DVHS membership and 
encourage any of our SHS members who wish to 
maintain dual membership to do so. 

Again, thank you.

Jay Stanton

My Favorite Hosta
Kathy Miller says:
Here is one of my favorite hostas, ‘Tokudama Flavo-
circinalis’.  A flashier, more photogenic, cousin to ‘Love 
Pat’, which was my first hosta and the cause of my 
hosta-dependence.  The very thick, rugous leaves are 
almost slug- proof and are covered with a beautiful 
misty bloom.  I take care never to water the leaves from 
above.  A slow grower, but worth the wait.  It was 
recently pushed off the Top 25 Popularity Poll by newer 
cultivars.  Maybe some day it will be back!
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The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are 
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN! 

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149
Membership : Rebecca Boylan 610-327-8217 
Plant Sales: position open
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 215-598-1250
Display Gardens: Marilyn Romenesco, Chair, 
302-765-3581
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Mary Tilger, Chair, 610-454-7372

Step right up!

Hostas on the Internets: “Rare” hostas
David Teager
For my sporadic column drawn from my on-line experi-
ences, I offer you a discussion that occurred recently at 
the Hosta Forum at Hallson’s Gardens website 
(www.perennialnursery.com). You may remember my 
promoting this friendly group in the past. Since this 
discussion contained a nice posting by DVHS member 
Bill Meyer, it seemed a good one to to use as a launching 
point for a column in our newsletter.

The original question posted was “I noticed many (many) 
sellers talk about ‘rare’ hosta. What is considered a 
rare hosta by you?” This is a good question for this 
column, particularly as those sellers are likely to be 
people “on the internets.” As in eBay. A September 
search for hostas at eBay gave over 300 listings. Of 
these, about 20 are plants that also have “rare” in their 
descriptions. I imagine a search earlier in the season 
might turn up much larger numbers.

L A Rovelstad (dhaven) responded to the original query:

I would consider a rare hosta to be one that is not 
commonly available commercially, and not easy 
to find privately. If there are more than 2 or 3 
hosta nurseries that routinely sell the variety, 
even if their supply is quite limited, I would not 
consider it to be rare, although it could still be 
considered uncommon. Another criteria could be 
that a rare variety is one that is grown only in a 
few gardens and only infrequently sold.

dhaven went on to expound on a number of reasons 
why hostas might be rare. A prime example to watch 
out for is a hosta that is still being trialed, but is likely 
to go into tissue culture (TC) production soon. What is 
rare (and expensive) this year might cost only $30 two 
years from now. Maybe it’s worth it to you: your plant 
will be two years bigger than anyone else’s. Sometimes 
a grower may not TC a plant, or make a very limited 
TC run, in order to use the plant as a fund-raiser. The 
‘Coconut Custard’ for sale at our spring meeting was 
to be sold only through local hosta societies. So what 
may be common in DVHS member gardens may never 
show up at even a top-notch garden center. This is also 
true of legacy plants: thanks to DVHS auctions,you 
might see ‘Moon Waves’ (from the late Maria Plater-
Zyberk, a local hybridizer) in a number of local gardens, 
where it is probably quite rare elsewhere. And of course, 
streaked breeding plants are often rare because of the 
instability of the streaking (meaning they are not likely 
to TC successfully or even provide many good offshoots 
for old-fashioned division).

dhaven also recommended that you can use books like 
Zilis’s new The Hostapedia or even www.hostalibrary.org 
to determine rarity. That’s a good idea with the Hosta 
Library: if there are several pictures that look like fresh 
TC plants, then it’s probably not too rare. If you see a 
nice pic of a plant registered by one of the big names 
(Solberg, Avent, Hansen), then it’s probably already in 
TC production. Another key resource is always the

“Hosta Finder” published each spring by Steve Greene 
(go to www.hosta.net). Read the on-line catalog entries 
closely. One example is that Plant Delights Nursery is 
pretty up-front when they are not planning to TC a 
cultivar (such as ‘Surfer Dude’).

Bill Meyer then contributed to the thread by discussing 
the First Look online auction, comparing and contrasting 
the First Look group’s rigorous analysis of rarity (used 
to set auction starting prices) with the situation at eBay 
(on the other end of the spectrum) and the Hosta Library 
auction (somewhere in-between).

Bill states: “we receive many requests from collectors 
to make it clear in the listings just how rare a plant we 
are auctioning really is. To this end we do our best to 
determine how many divisions of that plant are out 
there and rate the rarity on a scale of 1-5. We also make 
it clear if a plant is OS or TC.” So at the First Look 
auction, you’ll see plants listed as OS-4, for example, 
for a rarely-divided plant with a direct (and usually 
short) line back to the originator’s stock plant. 

The bottom line is always: let the buyer beware. Happy 
surfing and happy shopping! ß

Members’ Corner
We welcome the following new members who have 
joined our group since the last issue:

Elaine Robillard
Norristown, PA

Donna Suerman
Warminster, PA 

George Kuhn, Jr.
Bellmawr, NJ

Jane McGovern
Media, PA

Jane Moore
Radnor, PA

Evan Silverstein
Lafayette Hill, PA

Michael and Eleanor DiStefano
Michael’s Country Nursery

 Medford, NJ

Here’s also some great news about our members and 
their gardens! Eve Thyrum’s garden was on the cover 
of June’s Fine Gardening magazine! Inta Kromboltz’s 
garden was featured in Fine Gardening and in Garden 
Gate, and on the Chester County Dwell website 
(www.ccdwell.com under “Features”). Wayne Guymon’s 
garden will be featured in an upcoming issue of Better 
Homes & Gardens. Also, the PHS’s Green Scene recently 
featured an article by Marilyn Romenesco. ß



H. ‘Loyalist’ sported to ‘Revolution’ (G. Van Eijk-Bos 
& Walters Gardens - 2000) having white leaf center 
with green speckles or flecks—dubbed “grass 
clippings”—and a wide green border. In other words, 
‘Revolution’ is ‘Loyalist’ with green grass clippings 
in white leaf center tissue. H. ‘Revolution’, too, is 
tetraploid. See the grass clippings in this close-up.

Sporting does not end here. H. ‘Revolution’ will sport 
to all green (plain) leaves. Unfortunately this is fairly 
common as ‘Revolution’ gets older and bigger. The 
plain leaves, also tetraploid, are being called “spoilers” 
because, simply, they markedly spoil the handsome 
look of a variegated-leaved clump. Spoilers are the 
major fault of ‘Revolution’. Not too surprisingly, you 
won’t find this mature characteristic mentioned in 
descriptions of this cultivar in catalogs, etc.

I need to say here that I don’t know how to prevent 
plain-leaved spoilers from ever occurring in a 
‘Revolution’ clump… nor any other variegated-leaved 
hosta clump. Definitely divisions entirely of plain 
leaves should be excised and all plain leaves in a 
division should be cut off, with a surgeon’s precision. 
Even so, in a few years the clump may be mostly or 
entirely green leaves.

On rare occasions, ‘Revolution’ will sport to margin-
less leaves, just whitish with green grass clippings. 
This is the unusual variegation of the center leaf 
tissue of ‘Revolution’. The sport has a name, ‘Nougat’, 
and is registered. H. ‘Nouzang’ is a similar-looking 
sport of ‘Revolution’ but of a different origin. 

Both ‘Nougat’ and ‘Nouzang’ are extremely difficult 
to grow. No one I know has been able to keep a 
division or two alive for more than a couple of years. 
Most hosta nurseries don’t offer them because they 
die for them also. Regardless of how keen a hosta 
gardener and collector one is, I don’t recommend 
‘Nougat’ or ‘Nouzang’… and I speak from personnel 
experience.

Additionally, ‘Revolution’ sported to ‘Independence’ 
(Walters Gardens - 2001). This popular cultivar has 
the reversed leaf variegation of ‘Revolution’: dark 
green leaves having whitish border with green grass 
clippings.
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Views and Overviews, continued from p. 3
H. ‘Independence’, also tetraploid, has the same traits 
as ‘Revolution’: It sports to all green leaves, that is, 
spoilers. And on rare occasions it sports to ‘Nougat’ too.

I didn’t mention that there are several look-alike 
‘Loyalist’-type cultivars found by different labs in tissue-
culture propagating ‘Patriot’. H. ‘Fire and Ice’ (H. 
Hansen - 1999) and ‘Paul Revere’ (M. Zilis - 2003) are 
examples. Also, ‘Loyalist’ sported to ‘Americana’ (Walters 
Gardens - 2006) with leaves having a narrow white 
center and wide dark green border. (They deserve stories 
too—but again at another time.)

The diagram illustrates the sporting of diploid ‘Francee’ 
to tetraploid ‘Patriot’, to tetraploid ‘Loyalist’, to 
tetraploids ‘Revolution’ and ‘Independence’, and finally 
to all-green tetraploid leaves and ‘Nougat’. 

I did not notice any plain green leaves on Jerry and 
Joan Hudgens’ ‘Revolution’. I’ll be interested to know 
if it develops spoilers in future years. Next year please 
let me know your own experience with ‘Revolution’ and 
‘Independence’.

Top Two Hosta Events of the 20th Century 

At the millennium start, Bob Solberg (whose celebrated 
hosta nursery, Green Hill Farm in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, often furnishes hostas to the Delaware Valley 
Hosta Society’s annual spring sale) reflected on what 
he considered the top hosta events of the 20th century.

In cleaning out some files this summer, I happened to 
find a copy. If you read Bob’s choices from nearly a 
decade ago, I think you’ll enjoy reading them again, as 
I did. If you missed them, here is some hosta history to 
reflect on. 

Bob mentioned ten top events but I’m including just 
the first two in this DVHS Newsletter, adding 
explanatory information. The third, fourth and fifth 
top events I plan to include in my “On Hostas” column 
in the next newsletter, the Winter/Spring 2010 issue. 

#1 The development of the tissue culture process 
for hostas by Mark Zilis and Walters Gardens in 
the late seventies and the formation of the hosta 
liner industry by T&Z Nursery (now Q&Z Nursery).

continued on p. 7
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Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form
Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to:	 Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership	
1200 Farmington Ave.	
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for 
address and e-mail, or to offer your garden for a 
potential meeting or tour. Thanks!

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Would you consider opening your garden for a members’ 
tour? ______________________________________________

Are you in the nursery trade? _________________________

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.
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Mark R. Zilis has remarked that without tissue-culture 
(TC) propagation, the supply of hostas, especially new 
introductions, would not meet demand. I prefer to look 
at it another way: The huge supply of hostas from TC 
is what is priming today’s huge market demand.

Mark’s Master’s thesis at the University of Illinois was 
on TC propagation of viburnums and witchhazels. In 
September 1977, after finishing his graduate work, he 
was employed by Walters Gardens in Zeeland, Michigan, 
the largest wholesaler of perennials in the U.S. There 
Mark established a TC lab, I’m told the first in a 
perennial nursery anywhere. 

“I began working with hostas at Walters Gardens in 
the fall of 1978,” he told me, “and really began to get 
serious with them in 1979. By the time I left Walters 
Gardens in 1981, over 30 hostas were in culture.”

In March 1981 he and a colleague opened T & Z Nursery 
in Winfield, Illinois. It was a small, all-purpose, 
neighborhood, retail nursery with an adjoining TC lab 
producing perennial liners, primarily hostas. The lab 
was Mark’s responsibility - and joy. 

On October 1, 1992, the liner division was split off, and 
Mark opened his own lab, Q & Z Nursery, in Winfield. 
In 1996-1997, Q & Z Nursery moved to Rochelle, Illinois.

I estimate Q & Z Nursery now produces 500,000 to 
750,000 hosta liners annually. Keep in mind there are 
other large TC labs extensively manufacturing hostas, 
such as Walters Gardens, Shady Oaks Nursery in 
Minnesota and Vitro Westland in the Netherlands, plus 
a lab or two in Southeast Asia. 

If you wondered about the “Q” in Q & Z Nursery, Mark 
Zilis’ wife’s name is Katie Queller-Zilis. Mark named 
‘Katie Q’ for her; it’s a medium-sized hosta with blue-
green leaves with a gold border, registered in 2003.

If Bob Solberg happens to reflect on the top hosta events 
since 2000, no doubt Number One would be Mark Zilis’ 
fantastic new tome, The Hostapedia. Published by
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Q & Z Nursery, it was issued just last spring, weighing 
in at over seven pounds. It has over 1000 pages and 
nearly 2000 photos; cost is about $80. You won’t find 
it at major bookstores, but amazon.com lists it. 

#2 The formation of The American Hosta Society 
in 1968, founded by Alex Summers, its first 
President and Bulletin Editor, and Eunice Fisher.

The AHS’s organizational meeting was at Swarthmore 
College, hosted by Mr. and Mrs. John Wister. For the 
society’s first ten years, Alex J. Summers served as 
both president and editor of the AHS Bulletin, now The 
Hosta Journal, writing most of the content himself. He 
was a highly regarded landscaper on Long Island, New 
York, where he had a small nursery at his home. He 
imported many hostas from Japan and England. In 
1982 the AHS established the Alex J. Summers Distin-
guished Merit Award, its highest honor; Alex was the 
first recipient. 

Around 1980 Alex and wife Gene moved to Bridgeville, 
Delaware. Alex was instrumental in organizing the 
Delaware Valley Hosta Society. The 1987 AHS National 
Convention was held in Wilmington, sponsored by the 
DVHS. The Summers’ spectacular garden was the single 
tour event on Friday, with attendees bused to and from 
southern Delaware. The Friday night banquet was at 
Longwood Gardens, specially opened and planted with 
hostas for the convention. 

Alex died last April. He was 95.  

Eunice (Mrs. Glen) V. Fisher lived in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, and had a small nursery featuring hostas 
from Midwest introducers. She was the AHS’s first 
Secretary-Treasurer. She wrote and self- published a 
small, soft-covered reference on hostas in 1979. In 2005 
the AHS established the Eunice V. Fisher Distinguished 
Hybridizer Merit Award. DVHS’s Mildred Seaver was 
the first recipient.

Mrs. Fisher passed away in 1984. She was 90. ß



Saturday, April 4, 2009: DVHS Winter/Spring 
Meeting, Easttown Public Library, Berwyn, PA
Hosta plant sale and great hospitality
Guest Speaker, Wayne Guymon
Saturday May 30: DVHS Tours of Parsons’s garden 
(Glen Mills, PA) and Tallwood, (Drummond’s garden, 
Malvern, PA). Potluck and Plant Auction. 
June 24-27: AHS National Convention in Lansing, 
Michigan. www.hosta.org or www.ihostohio.org/mhs 
Saturday, July 18: DVHS Tour of Jerry Hudgens’ 
Garden in Churchville, MD
Potluck Supper and Plant Auction
Saturday, November 7: DVHS Fall meeting, 
Tredyfferin public library, Wayne, PA. 
Guest speaker Amy Bergeron (Walters Gardens)   

Saturday, April 10, 2010: DVHS Winter/Spring 
Meeting, Jenkins Arboretum, Berwyn, PA
Hosta plant sale and great hospitality
Guest Speaker, Barbara Tiffany, on “How do you 
solve a problem like…?”
Saturday June 5: DVHS Tour of MillFleurs, Barbara 
and Tiff Tiffany’s garden, Point Pleasant, PA. Potluck 
and Plant Auction.
June 18–19: DVHS Hosta Show at the Wilmington 
campus of the University of Delaware 
June 22-26: AHS National Convention in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. www.hosta.org or 
www.mnhosta.org/convention.htm
October 30: DVHS Fall meeting, location TBA. 
Guest speaker Mike Shadrack, co-author of The 
Color Encyclopedia of Hostas.

OVERDUE DUES?  
Please check your mailing label.  If you see a number less than 9, you owe DVHS dues for 2009. Current  
members’ renewal fees are due immediately; any back dues also need to be paid in order to remain current.  
You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the special sales, and to receive the Newsletter by mail. 
The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter and maintenance of the website, as well as for other society 
activities. If you want to continue hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. We begin accepting dues 
for 2010 at the Fall meeting on November 7.
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