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Garden Tour and Auction 
Saturday, July 18, 1:00 p.m.

Garden Tour and Auction at Fern Dell 
(the home of Joan and Jerry Hudgens)

3115 Woolsey Dr., Churchville, MD 21028   410-836-2469
Please bring plants for the auction, and a comfy lawn chair.

Note: you may bring your own “brown bag” lunch to the 
garden before the meeting if you wish. Beverages and some 
light snacks will be provided for the tour and auction. 
You may bring a dessert to share.

DELAWARE VALLEY HOSTA SOCIETY

Directions inside on page 5
Ferns, Ferns and More Ferns! This garden is wonderful for strolling down shaded paths with 
great plant combinations. Many of you may remember Roberta Chopko’s excellent presentation 
at the DVHS 2007 fall meeting, “The Ferntasatic Hosta Companion.” This is a garden where 
you can see all the ferns Roberta talked about as companions to hostas. There are over 400 
different species, forms and cultivars of ferns in Jerry’s collection. A must-see! 
Fern Dell is the 4.5-acre 
woodland garden of Jerry and 
Joan Hudgens. Since the 
property was rich in native 
wi ldf lowers  and other  
desirable native plants, the 
gardens have been created in 
a naturalistic fashion that 
preserves and promotes the 
spread of much of the original 
plant life. Numerous other 
eastern U.S. natives have 
been added in order to educate 
visitors about the virtues of our natives. Come 
learn from Jerry’s years of experience in what 
plants do—and don’t—work in a woodland 
garden in our area.

Even so, Fern Dell is a garden, 
and a wealth of noninvasive exotic 
understory trees, shrubs and 
wildflowers of garden merit (many 
are rare varieties) have been 
added throughout. Included are 
large collections of hostas (over 
200 species and culti-vars), 
rhododendrons, azaleas (including 
all species of eastern natives and 
many hybrids), wild gingers, tril-
liums, ferns, and many other 
exotic woodland treasures from 

Asia, Europe and the western U.S. A shady 
rock garden now containing smallish ferns, 
hostas, rhododendrons, and other treasures 
has been added recently.
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The May 30th DVHS events were a huge success, with over 60 members 
attending the tours, auction and potluck lunch. The weather could not have 
been better, the lunch was outstanding and the attendees could not have 
been nicer and happier. Mike and Elizabeth Drummond and Jim and I 
enjoyed the day tremendously. The garden tours give us a chance to see 
how different cultivars grow in different conditions in the garden, both ideal 
and not so ideal. The moist shade from a tall canopy of trees in the Drummond 
Garden has produced some very large hostas and is ideal. Betty plants small 
young plants as she feels they adjust better to the trees. Our hostas have 
to look for the sun under a lower canopy of crabapples, large viburnums, 
magnolias and redbuds. We have been moving hostas out from under a 
cluster of four large maple trees, as the root competition has created some 
very small hostas out of large cultivars. Every garden tour with DVHS, 
large and small, urban and rural, is so different and unique to growing 
situations and to the gardeners. And everyone seems to walk away with a 
bigger wish list of hostas.

Mary Tilger brought a very large beautiful cement trough for the raffle that 
she and Rebecca Boylan had made and filled with small and miniature 
hostas. Members were so impressed with it that $125 of tickets were sold. 
The lucky winner was Chris Dambro, our “hosta-tality” chair. Time was 
running short but I did manage to do a short demonstration on planting a 
trough. (See follow-up on page 3.) 

The potluck lunch was fantastic. It is always amazing how a mixture of 
dishes brought in by members can create such a great blending of tastes. 
Everyone enjoyed sitting around, talking, listening to frogs and the water 
tinkling down into the garden pond. Jim managed to not burn too many 
hotdogs and hopefully our Lab, Holly, did not eat too many leftovers. 

At the Drummonds’, David Chopko ran a spirited auction with help from 
Mike Flagg and Wayne Guymon. Elizabeth had spent the week digging 
some really nice specimen hostas—two garden carts full. Members also 
brought in some shade loving perennials. David found some interesting 
hosta sports that many members bid competitively on, raising over $1500. 
The funding from the auctions, plant sale and raffles goes towards events, 
speakers, newsletters, special display gardens, hosta shows, and outreach 
programs. Outreach programs cover things like gift books about hostas to 
public libraries, plant donations and providing information at non-DVHS 
events about hosta. Let us know if you have ideas about additional outreach 
programs we may want to sponsor. 

One of the most important aspects of the garden visits is providing members 
a chance to get together, to have fun and to meet some terrific people. The 
next garden tour at Jerry Hudgens on July 18th is an incredible garden with 
collections of hostas, ferns and shade loving perennials. We hope to see you 
in Maryland! 

 — Conny Parsons

JOIN THE AHS!
Conny, Warren, and other hosta lovers are on their way to the 
National Convention in Michigan. Join the AHS today to find out 
more! Visit www.hosta.org where you may join on-line.
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On Hostas:
Views and Overviews, part 9
Warren I. Pollock, Wilmington, Delaware
Our continuing column by DVHS’s founder and first 
president. Contact Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com with 
your comments and questions.

The Curious Case of Two Mature Hostas
with Hosta Virus X

I’ve been writing a lot about pest problems in the last 
couple of Delaware Valley Hosta Society Newsletters. 
This time it concerns a nasty, destructive virus called 
Hosta Virus X or simply HVX. I wrote about HVX 
before, in the Summer 2008 issue, describing a new do-
it-yourself test kit from Agdia for rapidly detecting this 
disease.

I’m discussing HVX again because this summer I became 
aware of two huge, mature clumps in the Delaware 
Valley infected with this disease. The garden has an 
extensive collection of magnificently grown hostas, and 
these virused plants were growing in a group of a dozen 
or so other mature hostas that showed no symptoms. 

The infected hostas were ‘Elvis Lives’ and ‘Iceberg’. I 
suspect they were at least seven years old, planted in 
2003, maybe earlier.The accompanying photos (below), 
taken in early June, show the HVX-infected cultivars. 
The symptoms on ‘Elvis Lives’ are typical for HVX, but 
notice how the symptoms on ‘Iceberg’ might be mistaken 
for spring desiccation burn rather than virus. 

I carried out an Agdia HVX test on a leaf of each clump, 
and both leaves tested positive for HVX.

The clumps have now been dug out of the ground, placed 
in plastic yard bags which were tightly sealed, and 
discarded as garbage. Soil from the holes was discarded 
in the same way. 

The holes were saturated with a 10% household bleach 
solution (one part bleach to 9 parts water) and were 
filled with fresh soil. Though perhaps not necessary, I 
recommended bagged garden soil, now widely sold in
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continued on p. 6

Planting a Trough 
Conny Parsons

Conny gave a brief demonstration of planting a trough 
at the last meeting, as we toured her garden. Here are 
her instructions and comments.

THE TROUGH: Concrete Composite
Good drainage holes are very important. Make sure 
there are enough of them, that the width of holes is 
consistent, and that they go through to the underside 
of the trough. Larger containers should have more-or 
larger-holes than the smaller ones. In preparing the 
trough for dirt, lay a piece of window screen or landscape 
fabric down over the holes on the inside and place a 
small amount of grit or small pebbles to weigh the 
screen down. Without this step, roots can grow through 
the holes, clogging them and preventing drainage. It is 
important to make sure that the trough is not sitting 
on a flat surface which may slow drainage through the 
holes. To prevent this, elevate the trough with small 
legs, a bed of gravel or small stones several inches deep, 
bricks or pavers, or small slats of wood.

THE SOIL:
I like to enhance a good potting soil. For shade loving 
plants, add about 25% medium growers grit, which is 
finely ground granite (Gran-I-Grit, Mount Airy…North 
Carolina Granite Corp. Mt. Airy, NC 27030 in 50 pound 
bags). It can be found at feed stores and is often called 
chicken or turkey grit. Agway (West Chester) and 
Ewhlers (Frazer) carry this product in our area. Add 
more grit (30%) and some sand for succulents. The fine 
grit seems to help with drainage, at the same time it 
holds moisture and allows for fine roots to grow.

PLANTING: 
A trough is very often planted with the idea it will be 
changed as plant material out-grows the space. I also 
use them as a hospital for miniature hostas that have 
not fared well in the garden. They make great starter

continued on p. 4

Hostas ‘Elvis Lives’ and ‘Iceberg’ showing different symptoms of HVX. C. Parsons photos
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homes for small or immature plants 
that are not ready for the garden, 
especially dwarf conifers. Small 
marginally hardy plants can also be 
wintered over in a trough in an 
unheated garage.

It is easier to maintain plants that 
have similar light, water and soil needs. 
Knock off as much of the growing 
medium from the plant as you can 
before planting. When planting hostas, 
build up a dome of soil to spread the 
roots over and so the crown is placed 
high enough. Firm the soil and build 
up the soil level to the top edge of the 
container or even slightly higher. After 
time, if the soil and plants have settled 
too much, you can lift the plants with 
a knife or small planting tool. Take 
care to go under the root system, and 
add more soil with grit under the plants 
and on the surface. You can pack a trough full of plants 
and then edit the next year if they grow too crowded. 

ARRANGEMENT:
Plants should be chosen to add contrast and overall 
harmony in texture, color and form. I listened to a 
program on container design and plant combinations 
where the presenter offered this advice for plant 
selection: “Roundy, Pointy and Fluffy.” So basically 
when you are planting a container for effect, play and 
have fun combining different plant material-grasses, 
hostas, ferns, miniature boxwood and conifers. Play 
vertical plants against ground covers and steppables, 
round leaves against strap-like leaves, ruffles again 
smooth straight edges. And if all this becomes too 
crowed, textured and busy, edit, and use extra plants 
for another trough. 

TO ACCESORIZE OR NOT:
This is a very personal choice. I know people who have 
done theme troughs and fairy gardens. Others have 
accessorized using seashells, stones, glass paperweights 
and little stone houses. If you do accessorize, choose 
them in harmony with the color and size of the trough. 
If mulch is used such as pebbles, ground shells, bark 
or sands, use only one kind in a container. The arrange-
ment of plants and other materials should be visually 
pleasing and harmonious, making a unified exhibit. 

FACTORS that contribute to the over-all health and 
longevity of a trough:

SIZE: The larger and deeper troughs create an 
environment where plants receive more nourishment 
from soil and water. They last longer between 
transplanting.

WATER: In the spring, summer, and 
fall, troughs need more water as they 
dry out quickly. In the winter they 
require protection from too much water; 
you may want to move them to a 
covered location so you can apply water 
as needed. 

FERTILIZER: In May apply a little 
slow release fertilizer. When planting 
bare-root or repotting container grown 
hosta apply a root stimulus (Roots or 
M-Roots).

PROTECTION: If the plant material 
is hardy, angling the container so water 
runs off and does not freeze and thaw 
on top of the plants will help prevent 
them from rotting during the winter. 
Putting troughs under a covered patio 
or covered picnic table also gives 
protection. If troughs are brought into 
an unheated garage, they still may 

need an occasional watering. If the garage is heated 
enough to prevent freezing, troughs may need to be 
checked more often. In this situation they can easily 
dry out and you may loose plant material.

PREDATORS: Bunnies and deer will find a trough if 
not in a protected area. Slugs and ants can also cause 
problems. Toads seem to find their way into at least 
one or two of our troughs every year. 

This is a good time to think about planting a 
trough…concrete deposit, metal, or plastic, for next 
year’s Hosta Show. Remember the hostas in the display 
should be arranged in such a way as to be the focal 
point of the exhibit. ß

DVHS Fall Event
November 7, 2009

Tredyfferin Public Library, Wayne, Pennsylvania
Amy Bergeron, Walters Gardens, Inc. 

”Hot Hostas? Coming Soon to your Local Nurseries”

Amy Bergeron is in charge of selecting hostas to bring 
into the commercial marketplace for Walters Gardens, 
Inc. (Zeeland, Michigan), the largest wholesaler of 
perennials in the US. She will tell us how, what and 
why she choses certain hostas to become available in 
mass quantities across the country. WGI has introduced 
many exceptional cultivars, including ‘Remember Me’, 
‘Singing in the Rain’ and the recent ‘Blue Ivory’ (a wide 
white-margined ‘Halcyon’). WGI’s “Designer Hosta” 
brand will be discussed. Amy will give a preview of 
some of WGI’s 2010 and perhaps 2011 introductions.

A trough by Inta Krombolz. 
C. Parsons photo.

Planting a Trough, continued from p. 3
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The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are 
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN! 

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149
Membership : Rebecca Boylan 610-327-8217 
Plant Sales: position open
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 215-598-1250
Display Gardens: Marilyn Romenesco, Chair, 
302-765-3581
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Mary Tilger, Chair, 610-454-7372

Step right up!

Directions to July 18 Meeting
A note on directions: I try to give easier 
directions where possible. You may be able to 
find shorter routes on your own with GPS or 
a good map!

To Joan and Jerry Hudgens’ Garden: 
3115 Woolsey Drive, Churchville, MD  21028

From PA/DE/NJ via I-95 south, or from 
MD via I-95 north: 

Take I-95 to Exit 80, Riverside/Churchville. 
(This is 30 miles from toll plaza in Delaware).

Bear right (from I-95 south) or turn left (from 
I-95 north) onto Rt 543 N: Riverside 
Pkwy/Creswell Rd. Take Rt 543 N 2 miles to 
Rt 136.

Take a soft right onto Rt 136: Calvary Rd. 
Continue on Rt 136 across Rt 22 (signal at 
about 3.5 miles); note that the road name 
changes to Priestford Rd. Continue on 
Priestford about 0.9 miles to Rolling Rd.

Turn right onto Rolling Rd. Bear right at the 
island. This is just a short connector (100 
yards).

Turn right at Whitefield Rd. Go about 0.7 
miles, across Finney Ave., then look for Woolsey 
on right.

Turn right at Woolsey Dr. Fern Dell is the 4th 
drive on the left. Please park on the street. 

From Lancaster or other non-I-95 routes: 
e-mail Jerry at gahudgens@comcast.net, or call 
410-836-2469.

Note: if you want to stop for restaurant food 
before the meeting, head SOUTH on Rt 543 
from I-95. Aside from the usual highway dining 
stops (McDonalds, Cracker Barrel, etc.), Jerry 
says that Riverside Pizzeria has very good 
Maryland-style crab cakes.

A Companion to Make it in the Shade: 
Iris tectorum
by Janet Wilson. Reprinted from the May, 2009, Newsletter 
of Hostas of Kentukiana

[Editor’s note: I see lots of articles from other societies. 
This one caught my eye, as we so rarely talk about 
flowering companion plants. I hope you enjoy it.]

I love hostas, but I fell in love with irises first. My 
husband and I grow about 400 varieties of iris. But 
don’t tell him: my favorite irises are those that can be 
planted in my shade garden with my hostas and 
woodland plants.

Most of us, when we hear the word iris, think of the 
tall bearded types that are so commonly grown. Although 
Jim and I grow quite a few of these, my real iris love 
is the species. Iris tectorum is one of the crested species 
iris—subgenus Limniris, Section Lophiris—also called 
the Evansia irises. In place of the beard or signal, 
I. tectorum has a crest, a cockscomb or raised ridge of 
petal-like material. The crest is the distinguishing 
characteristic of this group of irises.

This iris does not take a lot of room in the garden. The 
fans of the plant consist of wide leaves. Each leaf 
measures about one and one half inches wide. The 
whole plant is just slightly over one foot tall. The 
rhizomes are fat and look much like a bearded iris 
rhizome. The flower stems are sometimes branched 
and carry two or three flowers from each set of spathes. 
The flowers are the largest of this section, being three 
to four inches across. The falls are flared, and the 
standards open outwards rather than being upright.

The color range of this iris is limited to varying shades 
of lavender with dark purple spotting on the falls. There 
is a pure white form that is quite pretty. There is also 
a variegated-leaf version that, although beautiful, 
proved to be an iffy grower.

I. tectorum is native to China. The women of Japan 
used the powdered rhizomes as a face powder. Because 
land was at such a premium, all of it was used for food 
crops. The Japanese women—or so I have read—began 
to grow the iris on the thatched roofs. It has been grown 
there for centuries and is commonly known as the 
“Japanese Roof Iris.”

As a landscape plant, I. tectorum is very versatile. It 
will grow in nearly full sun or full shade. All of the iris 
in the crested group like woodland conditions. When 
you plant tectorum, give it a home in rich soil high in 

humus and keep it slightly 
moist at all times. It is a 
moderate feeder, so give it 
leaf mold or compost in the 
fall. We have it in part sun, 
we have it in shade, and we 
have it in a woodland shade 
garden.  Whatever its  
location, it always seems to 
be happy. ß

Iris tectorum ‘Woolong’ with 
native woodland plants.
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nurseries and garden centers. It is not sterilized, but 
is likely free of diseases. Also, do not plant these areas 
with hostas taken from other parts of the garden. 

H. ‘Elvis Lives’ is a popular cultivar bred by Tony Avent 
of Plant Delights Nursery in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
and registered in 1995. It is a seedling from a cross of 
H. ‘Peter Pan’ (N. Minks, 1980) × H. ‘Green Fountain’ 
(P. Aden, 1979). Blue-green, slightly rippled leaves can 
be 10" long and 4.5" wide. Mature clumps can reach 
two feet high and over four feet across. The characteristic 
fountain-type leaf appearance of ‘Elvis Lives’ comes 
from its pollen parent, ‘Green Fountains’.

H. ‘Iceberg’ is another Tony Avent hybrid, registered 
in 2000. Medium-green leaves have a creamy white 
margin. Leaves can be 9" long and 5" wide. Mature 
clumps can be two feet high and more than three feet 
across. 

Photos of both hostas (not HVX infected, of course) are 
on the Hosta Library Web site (www.hostalibrary.org). 

For some time now The American Hosta Society has 
sponsored a HVX research project at the University of 
Minnesota under the aegis of Dr. Ben Lockhart, a 
virologist who discovered HVX.  Regional and local 
hosta societies contributed to the funding, the Delaware 
Valley Hosta Society among them.

The study is fairly extensive. I understand the final 
report is due this year. An interim report issued a few 
years ago had this information: 

What we know about HVX:
• HVX is spread by non-lethal contact and damage to 

epidermal cells. [That is, it takes wound-to-wound 
exposure to infect a plant.]

• It is spread by hands, tools and machinery during 
garden operations, or during propagation of infected 
stock. [In other words, HVX is spread by the 
machines used to harvest the plants from the ground 
or by the knives used to divide hostas, or even 
contaminated water used to wash the roots.]

• It is not spread by insects, nematodes, seed or pollen.
• HVX must invade a plant cell to multiply. [The virus 

cannot live without a live cell to invade, and it does 
not stay viable outside the cell for long.]

• No chemical treatment is successful. 
• Disease management must come through managing 

transmission.

A key question is: How and when did these ‘Elvis 
Lives’ and ‘Iceberg’ clumps become infected?  

I don’t believe they were contaminated in this garden: 
The cultivars were already infected with HVX when 
purchased by the gardener. Likely they were 
contaminated in a nursery where the plants were 
mechanically handled and grown on. It is unlikely the 
contamination occurred in the retail nursery (or 
nurseries) where the gardener purchased them. This
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9 Views and Overviews, continued from p. 3
is because, for many years now, retail nurseries very 
rarely divide plants; they sell them as-potted from 
wholesale growers.

Yes, it took this long a time for symptoms to be seen. 
Taking five and more years for HVX to show up is not 
unusual. But often the symptoms can be seen in plants 
in retail nurseries and garden centers when the plants 
just arrive from the wholesale growers’ trucks. 

HVX symptoms show up early in the season. They have 
different appearances. There’s a large photo gallery of 
hosta leaves infected with HVX on the AHS Web site 
(www.americanhostasociety.org/PDF/HostaViruses.pdf). 
They were supplied by Dr. Lockhart. Most aren’t pretty. 

The AHS HVX project has found:
• Clean looking leaves do not mean no virus.
• The only way to ensure virus-free plants is to 

purchase from wholesalers who test for HVX.

That puts mitigation of the HVX problem directly with 
the nursery industry. I myself do not find this situation 
very comforting and assuring!

By the way, if you’re not familiar with AHS’s handsome 
Web site, masterfully redesigned and extensively 
updated last year, I suggest you browse it—better yet 
spend a bit of time investigating the comprehensive 
contents (www.americanhostasociety.org). There’s a lot 
of interesting and useful information, with attractive 
hosta photos changing each time you click on. 

Note the special Members section requires a password. 
It changes annually and AHS members are told what 
it is each spring Yearly AHS dues are just $30.00, for 
which you receive three issues of The Hosta Journal. 
The AHS Web site has information on how to join.

Summer Chores

Keep the soil moist. Likely you’ll need to water as 
there won’t be enough rainfall. [The editor—working 
on 19 June—grins at this.] Hostas leaves have a lot of 
surface area giving off water and hot temperatures 
increase the transpiration rate. Dry soil may cause 
hostas to go heat dormant — or worse to develop dry 
rot at the bottom of the crown, which can cause the 
clump to be smaller the next year.

Continue your slug abatement program. 
Remember: Slug baits usually don’t last more than six 
weeks.

Be on the lookout for (Southern) stem blight, also 
called petiole rot. The Spring 2009 DVHS Newsletter 
has information on its prevention and control.

Phil Edwards Acquires our Potted Hosta Collection

You may recall in the last issue of the DVHS Newsletter 
my short item titled “Too Many Hostas in Containers,

continued on p. 7
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Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form
Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to:	 Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership	
1200 Farmington Ave.	
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for 
address and e-mail, or to offer your garden for a 
potential meeting or tour. Thanks!

Name _____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Would you consider opening your garden for a members’ 
tour? ______________________________________________

Are you in the nursery trade? _________________________

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.
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Too Little Space for All.” I mentioned that Ali, my wife, 
and I decided to decrease markedly the number of 
hostas we have. The most significant reduction would 
be with hostas in containers, of which there were 
hundreds of different varieties. I was seeking someone 
interested in acquiring all of these gems. 

I most fortunately have found this keen gardener. He 
is Phil Edwards, a DVHS member who lives north of 
Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania. Last year he took 
early retirement from AstraZeneca, the pharmaceutical 
company in Wilmington, Delaware. Phil acquired the 
entire collection of container-growing hostas that were 
displayed on our driveway, terrace and walkways during 
the growing seasons. 

Phil kindly permitted some of the hostas to remain 
temporarily. So this year, at the rear of our drive, are 
two dozen big clumps in containers displayed as a large 
bouquet-pyramid. It features ‘Golden Sculpture’ 
(K. Anderson, 1982) in the center with ‘Sagae’ (K. 
Watanabe, 1996) on each side and ‘Liberty’PP (J. Machen, 
Jr., 2000) in front of the plain-leaved plant. H. ‘Liberty’ 
is a fairly new, eye-catching, wide-margined tetraploid 
sport of classic narrow-margined ‘Sagae’. It is rapidly 
becoming very popular. 

I have not found ‘Golden Sculpture’ available in 
Delaware Valley and nearby Pennsylvania Dutch 
nurseries, but ‘Sagae’ and ‘Liberty’ are. I chose ‘Golden 
Sculpture’, which I acquired mail-order more than 15 
years ago, because the leaves are chartreuse early in 
season and then bright gold by midseason—if given a 
lot of sunlight. 

The design thinking is this: In spring, the greenish-
yellow leaves of ‘Golden Sculpture’ don’t compete with 
the vivid yellowish-gold leaf borders of ‘Sagae’ and 
especially of ‘Liberty’. Then in late spring and summer 
when the margin of ‘Sagae’ and ‘Liberty’ are a subdued 
creamy white, the intense golden leaf color of ‘Golden 
Sculpture’ becomes the display’s prominent attraction.

H. ‘Sun Power’ (P. Aden, 1986), ‘Fort Knox’ (J. & J. 
Wilkins, 1989) and ‘Choo Choo Train’ (T. Sears, 1999),

Views and Overviews, continued from p. 6

New Members’ Corner
The Delaware Valley Hosta Society keeps growing! 
We welcome the following new members who have 
joined our group since the last issue:

Melissa Kashey & Doug 
Barnett
Pottstown, PA

Belynda Stewart
Philadephia, PA 

Deborah Tyler
Exton, PA

Patty McCarter
Landenberg, PA

to name some other big yellow-leaved cultivars, could 
substitute for ‘Golden Sculpture’. But their leaves’ 
strong yellowness may be too overpowering in springtime 
for the intended effect. Perhaps readers can suggest 
better candidates.

Retained at our house on temporary loan this year, 
lined up in two long rows next to the fence along the 
driveway, are a hundred or so mini and very small 
hostas. They’re in pots, mostly 3 and 4 inches across. 
I’m studying and photographing them for articles in 
The Hosta Journal and discussions on the Mini Hosta 
Group Forum (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/minihosta/). 
If you didn’t hear my talk at last fall’s Hosta Fair, note 
that mini hostas are classified as having a leaf blade 
area less than about 4 square inches, as approximated 
by length × width.

Of the dozen and perhaps more mini hostas introduced 
this year, ‘Little Jay’ (J. van den Top, 2004) has especially 
caught my eye. Its long narrow lance leaves have a thin 
green margin and white center. At least one retail 
nursery in our area sells it. I like its sport, ‘Little 
Treasure’ (J. van den Top, NR), also just introduced, 
even better. Leaves have a wider and seemingly greener 
margin, and are perkier. At this time ‘Little Treasure’ 
is only available mail-order.

Please say hello to Phil Edwards at our DVHS meetings; 
I’m sure he’ll greatly appreciate it. He has a big job on 
this hands assimilating these hostas into his landscape 
settings and developing new beds. ß



Saturday, March 21: Hardy Plant Society meeting:
March Into Spring at DelCo Comm. Coll., Media 
Saturday, March 28: Tri-State Hosta Society 
Plant sale at Frelinghuysen Arboretum, Morristown, 
NJ 
Saturday, April 4: DVHS Winter/Spring Meeting, 
Easttown Public Library, Berwyn, PA
Hosta plant sale and great hospitality
Guest Speaker, Wayne Guymon
Sunday, May 17: DelMarVa Hosta Society 
Visit Howard Kitchener’s garden in Lewes, DE 
Saturday, May 23: Tri-State Hosta Society 
Visit the Weissman garden in Piscataway, NJ
Saturday May 30: DVHS Tours of Parsons’s garden 
(Glen Mills, PA) and Tallwood, (Drummond’s garden, 
Malvern, PA). Potluck and Plant Auction. 

Fri–Sun, June 12–14: First Look 2009 exhibition, 
competition, and garden tours. Lowell, MA 
www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook
June 24-27: AHS National Convention in Lansing, 
Michigan. www.hosta.org or www.ihostohio.org/mhs 
Sunday, June 28: DelMarVa Hosta Society 
Visit Vickie & Al Thompson’s garden in Seaford, DE
July 11–12: Tri-State Hosta Society 
Hosta Show at Frelinghuysen Arboretum, 
Morristown, NJ 
Saturday, July 18: DVHS Tour of Jerry Hudgens’ 
Garden in Churchville, MD
Potluck Supper and Plant Auction
Saturday, November 7: DVHS Fall meeting, 
Tredyfferin public library, Wayne, PA. 
Guest speaker Amy Bergeron (Walters Gardens)

OVERDUE DUES?  
Please check your mailing label.  If you see a number less than 9, you owe DVHS dues for 2009. Current  
members’ renewal fees are due immediately; any back dues also need to be paid in order to remain current.  
You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the special sales, and to receive the Newsletter by mail. 
The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter and maintenance of the website, as well as for other society 
activities. If you want to continue hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. Don’t delay! Send in your 
2009 membership fee today!
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