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Spring 2007 Garden Tour,
Japanese Maple Sale,
and Hosta Auction

Saturday, June 16, 12:30 p.m.

at the home and garden of Michael Krautzel

3 Martin’s Ct., Boothwyn, PA 19061
610-361-0435

12:30 p.m. GARDEN TOUR and JAPANESE MAPLE SALE

Tour the lovely landscape, smell the roses, park by the pond... and peruse the purchase
opportunities provided by Topiary Gardens of New York, one of the finest mail-order
sources for Japanese maples. I'm sure Michael’s intriguing arrangements of hostas with
specialty maples and conifers will inspire you.

2 p.m. HOSTA AUCTION. Details on insert
3:30 p.m. (approximately) POTLUCK SUPPER

Board meeting to follow, location TBA

DIRECTIONS Note: Martin’s Ct is a new development and the road is not yet listed with
on-line map sites. To devise your own route, search for 701 Shavertown Rd, 19061, which
will put you near the entrance to Martin’s Ct.

Easiest route: Take PA Rt 491 East (Naamans Creek Rd) from its intersection with US
Rt 202, about 0.7 mile north of the Delaware state line, or 2.3 miles south of the intersection
of Rts 1 and 202. (From I-95 north of Delaware, take Rt. 322 West to get to Rts. 1 and
202.) After 0.4 miles, turn left on Shavertown Rd. (first light). Follow Shavertown about
0.8 miles to Martin’s Court on the left. The Krautzel home is the first driveway, on the
right. Park on the right side of the road if possible.

Bring friends. The Hardy Plant Society has also been invited.


http://www.topiary-gardens.com
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DVHS 2007 Officers

President

Wayne Guymon

10 Lafayette Place
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 459-0477
wbguymon@aol.com

Vice President, Events
Conny Parsons

1206 Holly Lane

Glen Mills, PA 19342
(610) 558-6196
Connyparsonsl@aol.com

Vice Presidents, Membership
Rebecca Boylan

1200 Farmington Ave.
Pottstown, PA 19464

(610) 327-8217
raboylan@comcast.net

Mary Tilger

3019 Stillmeadow Dr.
Collegeville, PA 19426-3247
(610) 388-7743
mary.b.t@juno.com

Secretary

Position open

Chris Dambro, acting
ChrisDambro@aol.com

Treasurer

Christel Badey

533 Rosemary Cir.
Media, PA 19063

(610) 566-9421
hydroslim@verizon.net

Editor, Newsletter

David Teager

1411 Deer Meadow Lane
Garnet Valley, PA 19061-1925
(610) 485-4149
dsteager@earthlink.net

Directors

Eli Cohen, Wynnewood, PA
elimarco@comcast.net

Michael Flagg
mfolker@comcast.net

Eva Jones, past president, Joppa, MD
evamjones@netzero.net

Barbara Nace, Landsdale, PA
Nace-B@hotmail.com

Eric Neff, Vestal, NY
Neffie71@hotmail.com

Charlie Seaver, Hockessin, DE
seamadehostas@comcast.net

Barbara Tiffany, Pt. Pleasant, PA
BTiffany@comcast.net

All articles and photos herein are the property of the
authors and the Delaware Valley Hosta Society, and
are not to be reprinted without express permission.

From the editor:

Thank you all for your patience, and your kind comments, with regard to
the last newsletter. Now that the presses have been greased, so to speak,
things should be easier for me, and better for you!

As I hope you also know, I posted the newsletter as PDF (portable document
format) to our website, www.dvhosta.org. I understand, however, that some
folks were not able to open or read the document that way. For the life of
me, I can’t figure out why. So I'm hoping you can all be guinea pigs for me:
try to open this newsletter, and email me with your report of success or
failure along with brief information about your computer and operating
system, and whether or not you routinely are successful in reading PDFs.

I'm sure you all noticed the change on the first page: we have a new logo!
I was so taken with the logo used for the AHS National Convention that
we hosted last year, that I thought (and the board agreed) we should adapt
it for use by our local society. We don’t mean to slight those of you who don’t
feel any association with Philadelphia, but there’s no mistaking that this
logo represents this particular, easily identified region. As I receive and
peruse the information coming from the other local hosta societies, I think
it really is important that the logo establish the identity for the organization.
The new logo is both computer- and copier-friendly; email me if you would
like it in any of the possible graphics formats.

Any more changes to report? I'm making the type size a wee bit smaller,
to let us fit more in. And by “more,” I'm hoping to include more pictures
from you, our members. If you have a favorite hosta photo, please email it
to me for possible inclusion in the newsletter. It would be especially nice
to feature hostas with a local connection. Provide a brief description telling
why you like this hosta or this particular picture, to give it a personal touch.
We can also use these pictures to create a catalog at our website,
www.dvhosta.org. Be sure to visit often to watch for updates.

— David Teager
Treasurer’s report for year ending 12/31/2006

2006 2005
Beginning balance $6,532.62 $4,822.56
Income
Dues 1,345.00 1,054.00
Plant Sales 3,990.00 2,892.00
Auctions/raffles proceeds 1,745.00 3,287.00
Convention-related (shirts, DVD, etc) 6,016.00 2,164.00
Convention “Payable through” 5,545.97 2,000.00
Interest on Deposits 6.98 52.08
Miscellaneous 85.00 -
Total Income $18,733.95 $11,449.08
Expenses
Speakers 100.00 500.00
Meeting facilities 536.78 299.00
Newsletter supplies/postage 1,410.98 1,662.16
Hosta Show - 393.14
Plant material 2,656.76 1,836.72
Convention “Payable through” 3,545.97 4,000.00
Convention-related (shirts, DVD, etc) 885.37 1,048.00
Miscellaneous 260.00 -
Total Expenses  $9,395.86 $9,739.02
Ending Balance $15,870.71 $6,532.62

As you can see, despite the tremendous undertaking of hosting the AHS
National Convention, our finances are in excellent shape.

Mike Ewald, our outgoing treasurer, has been beset by some health
problems. The Editor asks you to keep him and Carol in your thoughts.


mailto:mary.b.t@juno.com

SPECIAL HOSTA SALE
John LaRue Greener is Retiring!

OFFER TO ALL DVHS MEMBERS
PLEASE BRING THIS COUPON
(expires June 30, 2007)

HURRY, DON'T LET THE GREEN GRASS
GROW UNDER YOUR FEET!

2025 BEAUTIFUL, WELL-GROWN HOSTAS
~ OLD AND NEW VARIETIES ~
ALL GROWN IN THREE-GALLON POTS
(in our four poly houses)

ALL OFFERED AT WHOLESALE
PRICE...$12.00

GREENER LANDSCAPE CO.
51 Woodland Dr.
(at US 202, 1, mi. south of Rt 1)
Glen Mills, Pa 19342
(610) 459-8388

VOLES:
a follow-up by Warren 1. Pollock

The previous issue of the DVHS Newsletter (Winter
2007, Vol. 16, No.1, p. 6) has an item titled “Vole
Deterrent.” The vole problem is widespread and,
indications suggest, increasing. If your hostas are
mysteriously shrinking in size, leaning or falling over,
or even entirely disappearing, the problem may be pine
voles (Microtus pinetorum), often referred to as pine
mice. Telltale signs of their activity are:
* You observe one- to two-inch diameter holes in the
ground near affected plants.
* You gently tug on plant leaves and the entire plant
comes away out of the ground without much crown
or root system.

* You dig up plants and find that fleshy crowns are
chewed and/or roots are stubby with a gnawed
appearance.

Pine voles are small, reddish brown rodents, about 2 to
4 inches long, with stocky bodies, short legs, short tails
and blunt faces with tiny eyes and ears.

Voles are frequently mistaken for shrews, moles or
mice. Shrews are smaller than voles and have long
pointed snouts and pointed front teeth, with their eyes
and ears nearly hidden in their fur. Voles have rounded,
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blunt snouts and their front teeth are chisel-shaped.
Their eyes and ears are readily apparent.

Moles have greatly enlarged front feet, with prominent digging claws. Moles
also have no external ears and very small eyes. Mice have long tails that
extend nearly half their body length, whereas voles have short tails.

Pine voles are not active aboveground. They feed mainly on roots and
tubers of plants and spend much of their time underground. Their
extensive runways and burrows usually are no deeper than a foot, with
1- to 2-inch-diameter entrance holes. During the warm months these
openings are often hidden by leafy vegetation. In late fall, winter and
early spring, when plants are leafless, the holes usually can be noticed.

Pine voles are active year-round; they don’t hibernate. Most often they
are nocturnal or crepuscular (active at twilight). Their lifespan is short,
from two to sixteen months.

There are many methods for abating voles. A comprehensive article on
constructing and using plastic tubular tunnels containing a commercial
rodent poison (which Walter Cullerton mentioned in “The Vole Truth”
in the Spring 2006 DVHS Newsletter) is slated for the Summer 2007
issue of The American Hosta Society’s The Hosta Journal.

The “Vole Deterrent” article gives a recipe for a castor oil emulsion that’s
sprayed on the ground until the soil is drenched. Importantly, stressed
is that this must be done at least four times a year. The theory is voles
(and moles and gophers also) don’t like to get castor oil (Racinus communis)
on their fur and so move to another spot. I've never used this method so
I can’t vouch for its effectiveness, though others have.

In addition to castor oil, the spray contains liquid detergent and human

urine. I'm no prissy or prude but the latter ingredient bothers me. Whether )

human urine is absolutely needed in the spray may be rooted in one of Another special maple to be found
those numerous old “wives’ tales” that afflict gardening. in the Krautzel garden. C. Parsons photo

continued on p. 7 3
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Hostas on the Internets, Pt. 2

A continuing series on iGardening
by David Teager

In the beginning was the word: people wanted to
communicate about hostas (what else?).

E-mail, of course, made this much easier. And so were
born the early “ListServe” hosta robins, where you could
send an email to a single address and have it delivered
to a distribution list controlled by a single server. [Aside:
why “robin?” This is a consistently used term for such
a thing, but I couldn’t find a good explanation for its
use. Most likely it comes from “round robin,” a
competition or exchange where all participants are
equally placed, as in a round robin sports tournament
where everyone plays everyone else at least once.] Sub-
scribe to the list, and you get the emails (and the ability
to send your own). Even in the days before pictures in
email—and the advent of the internet as we know it—
these caught on, as information and experience could
be dispersed as fast as your modem would allow.

The downside is that you get every emalil, and every
response, showing up in your inbox. With multiple
discussions going on, perhaps, at the same time, it can
be either exhilarating or taxing, depending on your
needs and your moods. So as the internet was developed,
and the number of email users exploded, many of these
discussion groups have moved to a place that is more
internet-based than email-based. Some email groups
still exist, however. The Phoenix Hosta Robin (so-called
because it rose from the ashes of an earlier—perhaps
the original—hosta robin) is one that is still purely
email-based, with the up-to-date convenience of being
able to include pictures. Another, the hosta PixList, is
now a Yahoo! Group (HostaPix at groups.yahoo.com).
This was originally developed as a way to share photos,
even before digital cameras. It remains very popular,
generating at times an avalanche of emails (sometimes
2000 per month!). It also features Hank Zumach’s
popular “Pick of the Day” series (also posted at the
Hallson’s forum I mentioned last time). You can read
the discussions online without joining the group, but
to get the pictures, you have to receive the emails. A
third is the Hosta Open, which still has a few die-hard
participants. Stick around on any of these long enough,
and you’ll recognize some notable hosta names.

Private Hosta Gardens of the Delaware Valley

Revisit the AHS 2006 Convention Tour Gardens in the comfort of
your own home. This unique DVD includes not only the seven gardens
on tour, but two of the optional gardens as well. Features sumptuous
photos of the gardens and their hostas at their spring peak
choreographed to Classical Music. The built-in DVD menu allows
you to select individual gardens or view all of them in sequence.
Exceptional quality in picture and sound, breathtaking!

$15.00 ppd. Make checks payable to DVHS and mail to:

W. Guymon
10 Lafayette Place
Chadds Ford, Pa 19317

All profits from sales go to DVHS

Are these robins right for you? Some may relish the
passive aspect: the mail shows up in your inbox without
any effort from you, for you to read or delete as you
wish. If you’re on a slow internet connection, it can also
be good to only deal with (largely) text-based
downloading.

For connecting to any of these discussion groups, visit
the “Robins” link at the Hosta Library, hostalibrary.org.

If you have any “Hostas on the Internets” stories or
information to pass on, I'm happy to hear from you.l3

Convention News... Hostas gifted to Chanticleer!

The DVHS wanted to show its appreciation to
Chanticleer for welcoming the 500 guests of the 2006
National Convention which we hosted.

The following hostas were contributed in multiples of
three to five of each cultivar totaling 32 hostas.
Chanticleer was thrilled to receive this gift and will
enjoy having these new plants growing in the Asian
Woods and throughout the grounds.

H. ‘Grand Canyon’ H. ‘Liberty’
H. ‘Jimmy Crack Corn’ H. ‘Thunderbolt’
H. ‘Wolverine’ H. ‘Stained Glass’

H. ‘Northern Exposure’ H. ‘Alvatine Taylor’
H. ‘Pineapple Upside Down Cake’ H. ‘June’

A special thanks to Conny Parsons for accomplishing
this on behalf of DVHS.

Coupon expires October 31, 2007


http://groups.yahoo.com
http://www.styers.com

President’s Message

For gardeners, spring is both the most magical and the
most hectic season of the year. This year is particularly
full of magic since many of the spring ephemerals were
delayed by March’s cold weather. As a result, bluebells,
trilliums, wood phlox, violets, etc., were all in peak
bloom at once, creating many wonderful little vignettes
in our gardens and woods. Then came the unexpectedly
warm temperatures of late April/early May and now
even the late-to-show hostas are peeking through the
ground while the earliest to unfold their leaves are in
their full spring glory. Of course, along with all the
magic in our own gardens, there are many tempting
open gardens to be visited, special plant sales and
exchanges that can’t be missed, all leading us away
from confronting the dark side of this incredible time
of year—the weeds! Unfortunately, they too are in
hyper-growth mode rushing to go to seed before we can
pull them. But then that is just one more reason to
spend as much time in the garden as possible.

Spring this year also brought changes in the DVHS
leadership. As a result, a new team will have a chance
to help make our Society an effective forum for learning
about Hostas. We follow in the footsteps of a truly
terrific group of individuals. The work of the former
leadership team in bringing off a National American
Hosta Society Convention was incredible. Of course, a
large part of their success was the willingness of the
general membership of DVHS to pitch in and help
wherever needed. The new team looks to me to be every
bit as good as the old one. We have already seen the
results of some of their efforts at our March meeting.
There Jay Stanton took charge of the hosta sale,
selecting, caring for and transporting all of those
wonderful hostas for us. Many thanks, Jay. And as this
newsletter will make clear, there are many great
activities ahead of us this year.

As the new president, I look forward to meeting and
talking to all of you. In particular, I would welcome
your suggestions as to ways in which we can make
DVHS a more meaningful part of your gardening
experience and how we can best interest others in
joining with us to help expand awareness about Hostas.

My best wishes to all of you for a wonderful gardening
season,

~Wayne Guymon

¢

Are you attending the
AHS Convention in Indianapolis?

The Newsletter Editor would love to hear about it
from you! Contact dsteager@earthlink.net.

Don’t forget: Join the AHS!
www.hosta.org

On Hostas:
Views and Overviews

Warren 1. Pollock, Wilmington, Delaware

This is the first of a new column by DVHS'’s founder
and first president. The column may not run in every
issue, but at this time of the year and throughout the
growing season there are plenty of interesting
observations to share with DVHS members. Warren
solicits your hosta observations and concerns, and
perhaps the column should include Q&As and FAQs.
Contact the editor, or Warren at giboshiwip@aol.com,
with your comments and questions.

H. ‘Remember Me’

This is an outstanding variegated sport of ‘June’ (which
1s a variegated sport of the all-blue-leaved ‘Halcyon’),
found and introduced by Walters Gardens, Inc., a large
wholesale perennials nursery in Michigan. At this time
of the year, the center foliage coloring of ‘Remember
Me’ is a show-stopping, vivid yellow. The wide margin’s
color is described as blue in catalog descriptions. But
my wife, Ali, says the edge color of the leaves in our
garden in early May is actually a velvety deep purple.
Most unusual, we both believe! This cultivar is a stand-
out, and several local retail nurseries are selling it.

Another plus for ‘Remember Me’ is that for every plant
sold by Walters Gardens Inc., this nursery contributes
25¢ to the Susan B. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.
The hosta’s name honors a WGI employee who died of
this disease in 2001. I'm told that WGI has donated
over $25,000. (If you do the math, that’s over 100,000
‘Remember Me’ plants.)

continued on p. 6

A young ‘Remember Me’ with its parent, ‘June.’
D. Teager photo
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Views and Overviews, continued from p. 5
Minis

Minis are big! Of course I'm not talking about size but
about popularity. They’re among the hottest varieties
in today’s hosta market—and I suspect this will continue
for a long time, maybe forever. That’s because gardeners
almost always can find a spot in their yards for a mini-
sized hosta, while adding a larger hosta might require
major landscaping rearrangement.

What is a mini? A few years ago The American Hosta
Society issued a simple definition:

* mature clump height less than about 7 in. and

* mature leaf area less than about 3 15 sq. in.

“About” was included because one cannot be absolutely
precise with such measurements.

Some of the best minis are the so-called Pandora’s Box
Series. The first one introduced was ‘Pandora’s Box’.
It’s a very attractive sport of the all-green-leaved ‘Baby
Bunting’, having green leaves with white-centers, often
just several prominent streaks. Mature leaf size is about
214 x 115 inches. (I say about because leaf blade size
1s dependent on site location: whether sunny or shady.
This applies to all hostas, and I plan to write about this
phenomenon in a future column.)

H. ‘Cameo’ has green leaves with a creamy-white margin,
essentially the reverse variegation of ‘Pandora’s Box.’
‘Cherish’ has green leaves and a wide streaky yellow
center that fades to near-white by midsummer. And
‘Hope’ has green leaves and a yellow edge. (In mythology,
Hope was the last thing to come out of Pandora’s box.)
My experience with ‘Cameo,” ‘Cherish’ and ‘Hope’ is they
have smaller leaves than leaves of ‘Pandora’s Box,” all
growing in pots side by side—and they are less vigorous
than ‘Pandora’s Box’ too. As expected, ‘Pandora’s Box’
has smaller leaves than leaves of ‘Baby Bunting.’

Last year and in 2005, ‘Pandora’s Box’ was fairly widely
available in nurseries I visited in the Delaware Valley.
This year I found none being offered. (I was told their
wholesaler was sold out.) On the other hand, ‘Cherish’
and ‘Hope’ were sometimes available. And ‘Baby Bunting,’
a highly recommended mini, was fairly widely available.

Let me caution that ‘Pandora’s Box,” ‘Cameo,” ‘Cherish’
and ‘Hope’ can revert to ‘Baby Bunting,” and often do.
If all-green leaves develop on these plants, they're ‘Baby
Bunting’ leaves and these divisions should be removed.
If they are not removed, the likelihood 1s the clump, in
time, will be all-green leaved.

Let me also caution that most minis need good drainage;
their cultural requirements deserve an entire column.

H. ‘Blue Mouse Ears’

This hosta is in—and many Delaware Valley nurseries
are selling it. It’s a must-have for hosta fanciers. But
I'll say right now that ‘Blue Mouse Ears’ is not a mini:
the area of the leaf blade can be 9 square inches.

continued on p. 7

2007 Programs

The DVHS March meeting was at the Scott Arboretum.
Early in the morning about fifteen Hardy Hosta people
toured the grounds with Andrew Bunting, a curator of
the Arboretum. It was really interesting to see pruning
techniques as well as what was in bloom at this time
of the year. Andrew answered all of our questions and
shared his vast knowledge of different plantings at the
Arboretum.

The Lang Performing Arts Center is a beautiful place
to host a meeting. Melanie Blanford, Education Coordi-
nator at Scott, was extremely helpful in setting up the
meeting including putting all the direction signs up.
They also provided gift bags with a beautiful book about
Scott Arboretum for everyone who attended this meeting.
With appreciation the DVHS donated $350 to their
Education Center and Greenhouse Fund.

We would also like to thank Chris and Gene Dambro
for organizing the hospitality at the meeting as well as
all the people who brought in goodies to share. There
were so many helping hands available to make this
meeting a great success.

The plants at the sale were grown beautifully by Jay
Stanton. He ordered the hostas early from Q&Z Nursery,
nursed them along and delivered them and ran the
plant sale. The beautiful plants were fully flushed out
and were very healthy looking. Thank you Jay!

Wayne Guymon’s presentation was outstanding and
his photographs were beautiful!

He used his photos of tour gardens at the 2006 AHS
National Convention to illustrate contrast in form,
texture and color and why certain combinations just
seem to work and why. This was quite an interactive
presentation and everyone enjoyed this special afternoon
and shared insight.

Mark your calendar for the July 14th DVHS tour of
Terry and Melanie Oates’ Garden in Newtown Square.
Terry has a great hosta collection and many of his day-
lilies will be in bloom.

And finally, WE need YOU! The following are a list of
committees/chairs that need help with just a few
volunteer hours annually. EASY and FUN!

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149

Membership and Promotion: Rebecca Boylan
610-327-8217 and Mary Tilger 610-454-7372

Webmaster: John Ferraina, Chair 856-589-1084
Plant Sales: Jay Stanton, Chair, 717-566-3415
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 610-623-0102
Display Garden: Eli Cohen, Chair, 610-869-7157
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Barbara Tiffany, Chair, 215-297-0550

— Conny Parsons



Views and Overviews, continued from p. 6

This small-sized gem is a non-variegated sport of ‘Blue
Cadet,” an old timer registered by Paul Aden of Baldwin,
New York, in 1974. Though popular in the mid-"70s and
early ’80s, because ‘Blue Cadet’ does not have truly blue
leaves (at best they’re bluish green) it lost favor to the
many cultivars with excellent blue foliage. So don’t
expect your ‘Blue Mouse Ears’ leaves to have a strong
blue color. Regardless, it’s a darn cute plant. Leaves
have good substance, clump height is low, and it’s very
vigorous. It meets the so-called “20-foot rule”: easily
identifiable at that distance. [Editor’s note: ‘Blue Mouse
Ears’ has been named Hosta of the Year for 2008 by
the American Hosta Grower’s Association.]

A lot of variegated sports have been found in tissue-
culture (TC) propagating ‘Blue Mouse Ears.” They are
registered and being TCed themselves. I suspect they’ll
be offered as wholesale liners to the trade late this year
and next year, and we should be seeing them in retail
nurseries in spring 2009, maybe sooner. Some names
are ‘Mighty Mouse’ (creamy white margin), ‘Holy Mouse
Ears’ (creamy white center) and ‘Frosted Mouse Ears’
(creamy white edge). All are cuties and reportedly very
vigorous. But none is a mini.

“Warren’s Organic Tonic”

The last issue of the DVHS Newsletter also has an
article titled “Fertilizing Your Hostas” (page 7). Included
is a formula for a tonic I've been using a while. Added
to one gallon of water is one tablespoon of kelp (sea
weed) liquid, 5 drops of SUPERthrive™ and 5 drops of
HB-101®, Pre-soak the soil with water and then sprinkle
the tonic on the ground and leaves once a week from
early April through June.

The tonic is not a general fertilizer; you still need to
fertilize. What it seems to do is help plants take up and
utilize N, P, K and minor elements more effectively.

I attended Scott Arboretum Associates’ Garden Day on
May 13, Mother’s Day. A hosta enthusiast I met at one
of the tour gardens told me she is using the tonic (buying
HB-101 on the Internet) and thinks it has helped her
clumps significantly. If you try it, please let me know
your observations. 3

Voles, continued from p. 3

I'm inclined to think my body’s fluid waste is not needed.
I say this because castor oil alone is being touted as an
effective way to chase away voles. For several years
Gardener’s Supply Company in Burlington, VT, (a well-
known and respected mail-order source) has been
heralding mole control with castor oil — which can also
be used for voles. Labeled “Bonine® Shot Gun™ Mole
and Gopher Repellent,” it contains 66% castor oil, (the
balance water) in a hose-end sprayer. Gardener’s Supply
also sells 100% castor oil in a l/5-gallon container, which
you dilute with water and use in your own sprayer. In
addition, it sells another Bonine product labeled “Mole
Max® Mole & Vole Repellent,” which is clay granules
containing 10% castor oil that you sprinkle on the
ground.

None of my favorite nursery and garden supply stores
in the Delaware Valley carries these Bonine products.
But Lowe’s sells “Sweeney’s® Mole and Gopher Repel-
lent.” It’s 100% castor oil in a handy hose-end sprayer.
I phoned the company and asked what the sprayer’s
dilution ratio is. I was told that for every 15 parts water,
one part castor oil is dispensed: in other word, a 6.25%
solution. So if you want to use a watering can instead
of the hose sprayer, that’s the concentration to make
up. [Editor’s note: a few drops of detergent may be
needed to mix the emulsion.] The directions on the
container say: “Apply this product immediately after
the presence of moles [read: voles] 1s detected or in
early Spring, mid-Summer and early Fall if there are
moles [voles] nearby but not on your property.”

Question: Where do all those repelled voles go? Hmmm!
I have a hunch that if there is any tasty, below-ground
hosta tissue for them to eat, they will come back after
the castor oil is ineffective. That’s why it’s necessary
to apply the oil several times each year.

Please share your vole experience using repellents and
bait traps. Pass them on to me and I'll include them in
a future column. By the way, outdoor cats can be effective
vole hunters; they are mentioned in my upcoming
column in The Hosta Journal. 3

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.*

Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form

Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to:  Mary Til%er, DVHS Membership
2019 Stillmeadow Dr.
Collegeville, PA 19426-3247

Please use this form also to update your records for
address and email, or to offer your garden for a
potential meeting or tour.

Thanks!

*To ensure payment is received in time for the meeting,
mail by June 8.

Name
Address

for nursery trade?

Phone

E-mail

Would you consider opening your garden for a membership
tour?
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Calendar of Events 2007

www.dvhosta.org

Saturday, March 24 DVHS Meeting and location
sponsored by the Scott Arboretum

Morning walking tour of Scott arboretum
Hosta Plant Sale and great Hospitality

Guest Speaker, Wayne Guymon on “DESIGNING
WITH HOSTAS”

Location: Lang Performing Arts Center, Swarthmore
College, Swarthmore, PA

Wednesday, June 13 Hardy Plant Society, Shade
Special Interest Group, visit to Andalusia, Bucks
County, PA. www.hardyplant.org

Saturday June 16 DVHS Tour of Michael Krautzel’s
Garden in Boothwyn, PA

Potluck and Plant Auction. SPECIAL SALES of
Japanese Maples from Topiary Gardens, NY
www.topiary-gardens.com

DO YOU OWE DVHS 2007 DUES?

June 20-23 AHS National Convention in
Indianapolis. www.hosta2007.org

Sat-Sun, June 30-July 1 First Look 2007 exhibition,
competition, and garden tours in Hartford, Conn.
www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook

Sat-Sun, July 7-8 TriState Hosta Society Hosta
Show and vendor sales in Morristown, NJ
www.tristatehosta.org

Saturday, July 14 DVHS Tour of Terry Oates” Garden
in Newtown Square, PA

Potluck Supper and Plant Auction

Saturday, August 25 Hardy Plant Society, Fall
Gardeners’ Market Sale, Frazer, PA
www.hardyplant.org

Saturday, November 10 DVHS Fall meeting,
location TBA. Guest Speaker, Roberta Chopko,
“THE FERNTASTIC HOSTA COMPANION”

Please check your mailing label. If you see 06, you owe dues for 07. You must be a current (07) member to
Eurchase hostas at plant sales.The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter. If you want to continue
earing from us, use the convenient form inside and mail to:

Mary Tilger, 3019 Stillmeadow Dr., Collegeville, PA 19426-3247. mary.b.t@juno.com
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Jennifer and Michael Krautzel

Our garden project started in May of 2000 on a blank slate of one acre. The house, built in 1985 in
front of an older farmhouse (Martin’s farm), was largely surrounded by older trees: cherry, maples,
and box elders. Our first goal was to collect as many David Austin roses as possible. We ended up
with over 400 roses in five years. During that time we collected various perennials including clematis,
daylilies and hostas. In November of 2004, we planted our first japanese maple (Green Mist). Michael
fell in love with Japanese maples, and we have collected over 150 different cultivars since then;
many have already reached significant size. The Japanese maples slowly replaced the roses, and
the garden took a different turn from high to lower maintenance (or at least we thought). Each of
the more than twenty-five beds, built along meandering grassy paths, is constructed with field stone
from local development sites and carefully built up to provide good drainage and soil. Each bed
features one or more maples or perhaps a choice conifer, and is underplanted with hostas and other
shade perennials. The maples are placed with planning for morning, afternoon and evening sun
conditions, based on the surrounding trees. The plan also includes maples for spring, summer, fall
and winter interest. Our garden grows with every season and is getting better with age. It is an
everyday affair, 365 days a year; yes, even on Christmas something is happening in the garden.

Some of the maple collection, in early spring, in the Krautzel garden. Photo by Conny Parson.

Topiary Gardens will be bringing a truckload
full of beautiful maples that will fit in your understory
shade garden beautifully. Join us at the spring garden
tour/auction at Mike Krautzel’s and see many of these
maples at maturity.

Topiary Gardens is a small nursery in central New
York, 18 miles southwest of Syracuse. Their interest is
in growing new and hard-to-find conifers, perennials,
shrubs and trees. They have a special interest in
Japanese maples with over 500 varieties available and
they are adding to the collection every year. Their
maples are grown from grafts that are produced at their
nursery. A background in the production field of the
nursery trade for 20 years enables them to produce

high-quality plants with the utmost care. As plant
connoisseurs, they are able to bring to you many plants
that you won't see at your typical garden centers.

You are welcome to visit and shop at the nursery. The
bloom time is from April through June and peak is
reached in the middle of May. Call or write before
coming for directions and to make sure someone will
be available to assist you. If there is something you are
looking for, let them know, they may have it in their
smaller stock area. www.topiary-gardens.com.

Topiary Gardens
1840 Stump Rd
Marcellus, NY 13108
315-673-9016
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DVHS Spring 2007

Garden Tour, Japanese Maple Sale,
and Hosta Auction

Saturday, June 16, 12:30 p.m.

at the home and garden of Jennifer and Michael Krautzel

3 Martin’s Ct., Boothwyn, PA 19061
610-361-0435

12:30 p.m. GARDEN TOUR and JAPANESE MAPLE SALE
2 p.m. HOSTA AUCTION. See below

3:30 p.m. (approximately) POTLUCK SUPPER

DIRECTIONS: Note: Martin’s Ct is a new development and the road is not yet listed with on-
line map sites. Search for 701 Shavertown Rd, 19061, which will put you near the entrance to
Martin’s Ct., if you wish to print out your own directions.

Easiest route: Take Rt 491 East (Naamans Creek Rd) from the intersection of Rt 202, about 0.7
mile north of the Delaware state line, or 2.3 miles south of the intersection of Rts 1 and 202.
(From I-95 north of Delaware, take Rt 322 West to get to Rts 1 and 202.) After 0.4 miles, turn
left on Shavertown Rd. (first light). Follow Shavertown about 0.8 miles to Martin’s Court on the
left. The Krautzel’s is the first driveway, on the right. Park on the right side of the road if possible.

POTLUCK SUPPER

Last name starts A—G, bring a main dish

Last name starts H—P, bring a dessert

Last name starts R—Z, bring a salad or side dish
or bring what’s yummy to you!

Hosta Auction information

A significant source of DVHS’s income is from sale of hostas at our regular auctions (held at spring and
summer meetings). As we all know, hostas multiply happily, and many of us have a regular need to
dig and divide our plants. What to do with the extras? Bring them to a DVHS auction! Whether it’s an
old standby, something new to the trade, or a rare and unusual treat, we can always find someone to
buy it. Of course many of our members are on the lookout for the unusual, so be generous with your
special plants. As they say, dig early and often! Our volunteer auctioneers will do their best to describe
the plants, making the event very educational as well as fun.

How to bring your plants: it is best to bring divisions, whether freshly split or fully extablished, alreadly
potted up in a nursery pot, if possible. Lowe’s is now selling a Sta-Green “tree and shrub planting mix”
which is ideal for potted hostas. But we know how tough hostas are, so if you want to bring in a big
clump and don’t have a pot, a sturdy plastic bag wrapped around the root mass will suffice in a pinch.
Most importantly, do your very best to provide a proper name for the plant, clearly legible, on some
sort of tag or label. Our auctioneers may be smart, but they’re not wizards. (but if you have a plant you
can’t identify, you could bring it along to see if someone can ID it before the auction.) If you have a
special companion plant or two to donate that you think would interest our buyers, then they would
be welcome as well. Also, bring friends! You do not need to be a member to buy plants at auction.



