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Fall 2007 Hosta Meeting
Saturday, November 10, 1:00 p.m.

Roberta Chopko, guest speaker

New Castle County Library, Brandywine Hundred Branch
1300 Foulk Road, Wilmington, Delaware

Directions inside.

Meeting room is on SECOND floor. Use elevator or stairs.

The Ferntastic Hosta Companion

Ferns are taking their rightful place as an important and beautiful component
of the shade garden. Roberta will increase your horticultural repertoire of
ferns appropriate for American gardens with illustrations and discussion of
ferns of all sizes, ranging from the small Himalayan maidenhair to evergreen
wood ferns and giant ostrich ferns. She will make suggestions for using native
species as well as ferns from other temperate parts of the world.

Roberta Chopko was born in Brooklyn, New York, more years ago than she would care
to admit. A graduate of Brooklyn College with a Masters in Library Science, Roberta was
raised in a large multi-family apartment building, commuted to a job in New York City,
and was a total city-kid before marrying her husband, Dave, who takes full credit for
introducing her to the suburbs and the world of gardening.

The Chopkos moved into their New Jersey home in 1977. One acre of sunny vegetable
garden was gradually replaced by a strategic planting of trees, much of the lawn was
eliminated, and a shade garden was born. Roberta is currently president of the Tri-State
Hosta Society and a member of the New York Chapter of The American Fern Society, the
Hardy Fern Foundation, and several other gardening organizations.

Roberta was a seminar breakout speaker at the AHS 2006 National Convention.

It's Cookie Month; please bring a dozen to share!
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President’s Message

For a gardener, spring and summer are the shortest seasons of the year. So
much to do, so little time and then suddenly fall is upon us. Now is a good
time to take stock of one’s collection of hostas. No doubt some are not living
up to their billing while others have proven to be pleasant surprises. I like
to take note this time of year of those that have stood up best to the ravages
of summer heat. For example, H. ‘Yin’ — one of the Solberg hostas offered
for sale a couple of years ago at our March plant sale — looks almost as
fresh and shiny as it did in June. Others, however, have been melting since
early July. Some will get one more chance, but a number will be dug and
tossed this fall. Generally, | tend to try a poor performer in a couple of
locations before finally giving up on it. Take, for instance, H. ‘Beauty Queen’.
Originally, | had planted it in too much shade and it responded by producing
large dark green leaves with a narrow center of gold. Not a bad plant, but
not a great plant either. This year it is growing in more sun and has
responded handsomely: big substantive leaves with a large splash of gold.
But there are a few Hostas, like H. ‘Color Glory’, that have worked their
way to the trash heap. With so many great-performing hostas out there, it
seems a pity to waste precious garden space on plants that fail to shine
through the summer months.

Now is also the time to start putting out those vole traps, if you had taken
them in earlier. The trap’s PVC pipe does not do a lot for the garden
aesthetically during fall and winter, but I lose far fewer plants since | started
using them. Maybe this year, |1 will finally get around to spraying the pipes
black so they don't stand out quite so much in the empty garden beds.

As noted in our last Newsletter, our final tour of the season was of Terry
Oates’ garden. A good crowd showed up to tour our enthusiastic host'’s col-
lection of hostas and daylillies and to bid on member-donated hostas at our
auction. We thank Terry for his hospitality in sharing his garden with us.

Since then, under the leadership of Rebecca Boylan, we also participated
in the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s “Member’s Day” event. Rebecca
did an outstanding job at organizing our exhibit: coordinating with PHS,
rounding up people to sit at the exhibit, collecting interesting examples of
hostas to attract attention and setting up the tent. She also took charge of
obtaining a large banner with our name and logo on it, which can be used
throughout the year to signal the location of our events. As a result of her
efforts, we were able to sign up an additional eight new members. Many
thanks to Rebecca and all those who helped her with this endeavor! And a
special thanks to David Teager who re-wrote our brochure for this event.
The new brochure is perfectly on point for getting potential members
interested in our group.

I hope to see all of you at our November meeting when we will hear from
Roberta Chopko on ferns. Ferns, as | am sure you all know, are great com-
panion plants for hostas adding an airy, vertical contrast to the horizontal
bulk of hosta clumps. And Roberta is an excellent speaker. So be sure to
put this event on your calendars and come mingle with other hosta-holics
on this day.

— Wayne Guymon

¢

Don’t forget: Join the AHS!
www.hosta.org

Membership dues increase for 2008.



DVHS EVENTS

Conny Parsons

Our Winter 2008 Meeting has marched into spring and
will be held the first Saturday in April. Bob Solberg is
our speaker and he will also supply the beautifully
flushed-out new and rare hostas for our plant sale. This
meeting is sponsored by the Scott Arboretum and will
be held in the Lang Preforming Art Center in
Swarthmore College. Mark April 8 on your 2008
calendar; this is an event you don’t want to miss.

Bob Solberg is director of the American Hosta Society
Growers Association, a past editor of The Hosta Journal
published by The American Hosta Society and a past
AHS board member. He and his wife, Nancy, operate
Green Hill Farm. This hosta nursery in Chapel Hill,
N. C. has been in business for some 26 years, with
emphases on introducing and marketing new varieties.
Bob is a foremost hosta hybridizer. Many of you grow
his popular ‘Guacamole’, ‘Fried Bananas’, ‘Orange
Marmalade’, ‘Saint EImo’s Fire’, as well as ‘Korean
Snow’, ‘One Man’s Treasure’, ‘Grey Ghost’, ‘Corkscrew’
and the minis ‘Cookie Crumbs’ and ‘Cracker Crumbs'.
And these are but a handful! For more check out Green
Hill Farm’s Web site, www.HostaHosta.com.

The June and July 2008 garden tours are very exciting.
In June David Teager and Stephen Fugate will open
their garden in Garnet Valley, Pa. The DVHS visited
them several years ago and it will be fun to note the
changes and see how the hostas have grown.

In July our meeting will be at Walter and Emilie
Cullerton’s garden in Pineville, Pa., which was a tour
garden at the (fabulous) 2006 AHS National Convention.
This is a joint meeting and auction with the Tri-State
Hosta Society. Walter was the first TSHS president, so
we expect a large turnout and big auction.

Planning for 2009 Events

If you have an interest in any special programs or know
of interesting speakers for future meetings, please
contact me.

Location, location, location! We also are seeking meeting
sites (public facilities such as libraries, etc.) for fall and
winter meetings. Generally our first meeting of the
year (usually in March) has the largest attendance. It
also has a plant sale, so we need a meeting room for
75-100 people along with space for sale of hostas in
pots. The fall meeting in November is smaller and needs
a meeting room to hold 50-70 people; there is no plant
sale.

The DVHS relies on members to volunteer to open their
gardens for the two summer garden tours and auctions.
Please consider hosting a tour!

Contact Conny Parsons (610-558-6196 or
connyparsonsl@aol.com) with program and speaker
ideas, as well as meeting site possibilities. Thanks. 3

Hostas on the Internets, Part 4

A continuing series on iGardening
by David Teager

Truthiness

For those of you who haven't heard this term, it's used
by Comedy Central’s “political commentator” Stephen
Colbert (which he pronounces as “coal-bear”). The best
case in point of truthiness is in calling Stephen Colbert
a “political commentator,” when in fact he's a
humorist/satirist, with political commentary as his
schtick. Truthiness is saying that something is so just
because you say it's so; more particularly, because you
claim to feel in your gut or heart that it is so.

Unfortunately, truthiness is rampant on the “internets.”
Wikipedia (which has an entry for “truthiness” itself),
a fascinating on-line encyclopedia site that allows
everyday people to input the information, which the
site’s organizers fervently hope is actually true. For
obviously touchy subjects, like the biographies of political
candidates, they are able to apply some constraints to
users’ input, but sometimes things may slip by in articles
that the so-called mainstream media (who have been
at this a lot longer) would manage to stop.

On an internet discussion board, the problem can
sometimes get pretty bad. Information that people claim
has scientific validity may, in fact, have no such validity.
But it sure can seem “Truthy!”

A case in point was a discussion about slug control in
the hosta garden, where one writer interjected the
disucssion with an alarmist statement about the toxicity
of metaldehyde, used in some slug control pellets. “It
will poison your children/birds/wildlife/worms!” (If that
were true, Barbara Tiffany would be buying truckloads,
but that's another story worth investigating on your
own.) This was followed by a link proclaiming (the url
link, not the article itself, interestingly) “verified to be
100% accurate.” The link (under “Casual
Intruders/slugs” at www.the-piedpiper.co.uk) contained
a brief preface about how supposedly nasty slug pellets
are, and then a bunch of information that I recognized
right away as the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS),
albeit amended with commentary, for pure metaldehyde.

O.K. Full disclosure here. | just started working for a
company that is one of the world’s largest suppliers of
metaldehyde. (If you want that company’s take on it,
go to www.metaldehyde.com .) I'm also a chemist who
is used to reading MSDSs on a regular basis. Believe
me: read through the MSDS for ethanol and you'll never
touch another drop. You have to remember, though,
that the MSDS is for the straight stuff, and so it is with
metaldehyde. Straight metaldehyde is nasty, but at
3-5% mixed in slug pellets with the “Mr. Nasty”
substance Bittrex, it's a different story.

But despite my experience and interest in the subject,
the following exchange took place completely without

£00T ‘lIed “19na[smaN SHAQ

continued on p. 6 3
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DVHS Meeting, November 10, 2007

New Castle CountK Library, Brandywine Hundred Branch
1300 Foulk Road, Wilmington, Delaware
phone: 302-477-3150

DIRECTIONS:

From 1-95 going SOUTH: Just at the Delaware state line, take Exit 11 to Naamans Rd. WEST
(Rt. 92). Continue on Naamans Rd. for about 2.5 miles, going through 8 traffic signals, to Foulk
Road, Rt. 261. (Acme grocery on the LEFT.) Turn LEFT to Foulk Rd. (Rt. 261) SOUTH.

Continue on Foulk Rd. for about 2.3 miles through 4 traffic signals. After Brandywine High
School and St. Paul's Church on LEFT, look for library sign on LEFT. The fifth traffic signal
is for library,a fieldstone-faced building on LEFT.

From 1-95 going NORTH: After downtown Wilmington, take Exit 8 for U.S. 202/Concord
Pike. Once on exit ramp be in LEFT lane for Concord Pike NORTH. Follow NEW SIGNS (stay
to right) to take Foulk Road/Rt 261 North. Continue on Foulk Rd. for about 1.7 miles. You'll
cross two major traffic lights; the first has a Wawa and Exxon on RIGHT corners, other is
Shipley Rd. The next light (immediately after Foulk Manor North building on RIGHT) is traffic
light for library, on the right. (The large stone sign is somewhat hidden from this direction.)

From U.S. 202 going SOUTH: Shortly after crossing into
Delaware, stay in left lane for Rt. 92 EAST, Naamans Rd.
(Second light. Exxon at near LEFT corner.) Turn LEFT onto
Naamans Rd (Rt. 92) EAST. Go about 2.4 miles to Foulk Rd
(Rt. 261, at bottom of hill). Turn RIGHT onto Foulk Rd SOUTH.
Then follow directions “From 1-95 SOUTH” above.

From U.S. 1 NORTH (really EAST) or SOUTH (really
WEST): At U.S. 202, turn SOUTH and follow directions “From
U.S. 202 SOUTH.”

From New Jersey: Take Commodore Barry Bridge/US 322
WEST to 1-95 SOUTH. Then follow “From 1-95 SOUTH” above.

Or take the Delaware Memorial. Bridge to 1-95 NORTH.
Guest speaker Roberta Chopko

- ‘ - —

introductions, it lists the tried and tested classic

New Hosta Book

Warren Pollock hostas which no collector should be without.
Mentioning Diana Grenfell in my column this issue It is packed with information on cultural details,
prompts me to mention also that she and Michael pest control and landscaping ideas as well as
Shadrack just published The Timber Press Pocket Guide succinct sections on history, botany and what to
to Hostas in September. It's a greatly abridged, paper look for when purchasing hostas. It is easy to
cover edition of the authors’ comprehensive, authori- carry around, has a comprehensive index as well

as a quick reference at the beginning on choosing

tative and popular The Color Encyclopedia of Hostas, € ¢ ! ! 10
hostas for different sites and climatic conditions.

published hardcover by Timber Press in 2004. The new

book is intended for gardeners and nursery people The photographs clearly illustrate the wide variety
wanting timely, basic hosta information in a pocket of textures and shades of colour as well as the
size edition at a low price. sumptuousness of hostas with the largest leaves

as well as ilustrating wide variety of different

Of the new book, Diana Grenfell writes: shapes in which hostas are available.

| think it should appeal to all gardeners who love
hostas and want to know more about them. Whilst It retails for just $19.95 (but can be found discounted
being up to date with the inclusion over 70 new at on-line retailers).



From the editor:

Ah, Fall! As the garden goes to bed, another DVHS
Newsletter goes to bed (that's journalism talk for off to
the printers). | worked to get a lot of information packed
into this one, so perhaps you'll have something to curl
up with on a chilly night for reading. I'm still trying to
get more pictures in each issue, and need your contri-
butions for a “favorite hosta photo” series. Don't be shy!

On a personal note, October 1 meant returning from a
lovely Roman holiday and starting a new job after
enjoying more than a little time off from employment.
We'll see if that time off paid off in the garden, as we've
agreed to host a DVHS garden tour next summer!

Again, I'll remind you that our membership chairs
would love to have current email addresses for you, so
we can send last-minute reminders and special notices.
So please take a moment to email our VP of Membership,
Rebecca Boylan, at raboylan@comcast.net to update your
address. We will maintain our mailing list in confidence,
and strive to send out any communications in a manner
that protects your email address from others’ eyes.

You may have noticed that our internet site was down
for a bit this fall. Don’t worry, we're working to ensure
this doesn’t happen again, and are planning some
renovation of the site to make it even better. Check
there for downloads of newsletters and more detail
about upcoming events as it becomes available.

— David Teager

DVHS at PHS Membership Day

Rebecca Boylan

DVHS had a very successful membership outing on
September 15th at the Philadelphia Horti-cultural
Society’s Membership Day. This year, PHS invited a
group of plant societies to set up information tables.
Armed with a beautiful new brochure produced by
David Teager, our new banner with the new logo, and
a selection of potted Hostas, people flocked to our table.
We signed up eight new members and made numerous
contacts.

Thanks go out to David Teager, Terry Oates, Chris
Dambro, Wayne Guymon, and Rebecca Boylan for
helping out at the booth.

If you know of other events like this where DVHS can
set up a booth, please contact one of the membership
officers. If you'd like to help at future DVHS membership
booths, please also let us know. 3

[Editor’'s Note: check out our website for a downloadable
version of the brochure.]

On Hostas:
Views and Overviews #3

Warren |. Pollock, Wilmington, Delaware

This is the third installment of a new column by DVHS'’s
founder and first president. Warren solicits your hosta
observations and concerns. Contact Warren at
giboshiwip@aol.com, with your comments and questions.

More DVHS Members Who Introduced Hostas

| forgot to mention in the last Newsletter two other
DVHS members who introduced noteworthy hostas.

One is the late Maria Plater-Zyberk of Chester Springs,
PA, who introduced ‘Moon Waves', in my opinion her
best hybrid. A seedling of classic ‘August Moon’, this
medium size, strikingly handsome gem has gold leaves
with rippled edges. Give ‘Moon Waves' lots of sun and
water for maximum show-stopping luxuriance.

The other is Patricia Skolnick who had a hosta tissue-
culture (TC) propagation facility, Breeze Hill Lab,
initially in northern Delaware (on Breeze Hill Rd) and
then in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. She is respon-
sible for introducing ‘Lady Isobel Barnett’ (pronounced
BARN-ett, not BAR-nett), a narrow gold-margined sport
she found in TCing ‘Sum and Substance’. Interestingly,
it was Diana Grenfell, the noted British hosta author,
who named it for a famous British radio personality
and gardener. Patricia now lives in North Carolina.

(By the way, my experience with ‘Lady Isobel..." is that
its leaf variegation is much more stable than the wider
and showier gold-margined sports of ‘Sum and
Substance’, namely ‘Titanic’® and ‘Sum of All'. Mature
clumps of these two popular cultivars can have half
and more of their leaves reverted to the parent’s all
greenish-yellow color.)

Big Box Store Labels and Big Box Store Hostas

I find it most interesting — and frustrating — how screwed
up hosta names can be in big box stores’ ads and on
their plant labels. The Home Depot, Lowe’s, Wal-Mart
and Kmart are well known for this, and unfortunately
often seem not to care.

continued on p. 6

¢

Volunteers Needed!

The following is a list of committees/chairs, who are
always looking for a few volunteers. EASY and FUN!

Newsletter: David Teager, Editor, 610-485-4149
Membership and Promotion: Rebecca Boylan
610-327-8217 and Mary Tilger 610-454-7372
Webmaster: John Ferraina, Chair 856-589-1084
Plant Sales: Jay Stanton, Chair, 717-566-3415
Auction: Walter Cullerton, Chair, 610-598-1250
Display Garden: Eli Cohen, Chair, 610-869-7157
Hospitality: Chris Dambro, Chair, 610-388-7743
Raffle: Barbara Tiffany, Chair, 215-297-0550

£00¢ ‘||ed “4oms[|smaN SHAA
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Views and Overviews, continued from p. 5

One example is the several-page advertising supplement
enclosed in a May 2007 edition of my local newspaper.
I flipped through it finding a full page ad devoted to
annuals and perennials. Not surprisingly hostas were
featured. There was an excellent picture of H. ‘Patriot’,
though it was not so identified. The accompanying text
read: “$3.79 Quart Perennials Hosta varieties include,
Patriot, Twilight & Hogspen and Blue Hosta.”

Hogspen and Blue Hosta? Come on! That's not correct!
It should be Hadspen Blue Hosta. (I prefer ‘Hadspen
Blue’ Hosta, but | don't expect newspaper ads to write
cultivar names within single quotation marks.)

The next day | went to my local Home Depot, made my
way through the nursery’'s maze and found the stand
on which the hostas were overstuffed. (Oh, how I felt
sorry for the poor. drooping plants.) Sure enough the
labels read: Hosta Hogspen Blue.

A bit of back story about this classic cultivar: H. ‘Had-
spen Blue’ is a member of the Tardiana Group, stemming
from a fortuitous chance cross made by the late English
plantsman Eric Smith in the early 1960s. He was
gardener at Hadspen House, in Somerset, when
Penelope Hobhouse, the well-known plantswoman,
gardener and author, lived there. (Hadspen House
gardens are currently undergoing an extensive remake
by Mrs. Hobhouse’s son, and in a few years will again
be a “must-visit” horticultural site in Britain.)

H. ‘Hadspen Blue’ usually is considered to have the
bluest leaves in the Tardiana Group. H. ‘Halcyon,
another Tardiana Group member, is more popular and
has about the same leaf bluishness. The principal
difference between the two is that mature leaves of
‘Halcyon’ are lance shaped while those of ‘Hadspen
Blue’ are more-or-less heart shaped. My experience is
‘Hadspen Blue’ is a slower grower than ‘Halycon'. Both
hostas, though, are handsome making luxuriant big
clumps and their blue coloring lasts well into summer.

(The Home Depot also had ‘Halcyon’ for sale. But |
must emphasize that both ‘Hadspen Blue’ and ‘Halcyon’
can be found [though maybe costing a few dollars more]
in many privately owned and independent nurseries in
the Delaware Valley—which need our business much
more than Home Depot and other big box stores do.)

H. ‘Halcyon’ has sported two outstanding cultivars:
variegated-leaved ‘June’ and all-green-leaved ‘Devon
Green'. H. ‘June’ is available at all good nurseries and
garden centers, and should be in every hosta fancier’s
garden. It's gorgeous! And a good grower too! (Tip: Don't
site it in too much shade if you want most vivid coloring.)

Picture ‘Halcyon’ without its waxy, blue leaf color and
that's ‘Devon Green'—gorgeous, shiny dark-green leaves.
At least one Delaware Valley nursery offered ‘Devon
Green’ this year.

H. ‘Patriot’ is a sport of ‘Francee’ with a considerably
wider white border. Usually the margin starts out
continued on p. 7

Members’ Corner
Rebecca Boylan & Mary Tilger

The Delaware Valley Hosta Society has been growing
and would like to welcome the following new members
who have joined our group since July:

Patricia Beccia, Narberth, PA

Anne Clouser, Wayne, PA

Nancy Clark, Perkasie, PA

Leslie Cope, Hatfield, PA

Kathleen Engman, Drexel Hill, PA

Marshall Hatfield & Jan Ewing, Haddon Heights, NJ
Maria Hingley, Radnor, PA

Jessica & Karl Platzer, Philadelphia, PA

Roz & Charlie Schaffer, Glenside, PA

Paula Schultze & Bill Morton, West Chester, PA
Betsy Scott, Centerville, DE

Margaret Tobin, Philadelphia, PA

Don’t forget that it's membership renewal time! See
the notice on the mailing label page for more information.

Hostas on the Internets, continued from p. 3
my input on these hosta forums; the rebuttal was deftly
handled by our own Bill Meyer.

Bill wrote the following, and | concur:

I have nothing against people preferring an
organic lifestyle and using "alternative"
products. If that is what they like to do, then I
hope they enjoy it. We all garden a little
differently and it can be enjoyable however it
is done. I do find it objectionable, though, when
they start throwing around false and misleading
information about products they don't like, or
demonizing the competitors' products.

Bill then did the legwork. He tracked down the
information showing how slug pellets, as they are sold
to consumers, are safe (and effective) controls and pose
no harm to earthworms, pets, birds, or children. (For
example, go to www.sciencedirect.com and search for
“earthworms” and “metaldehyde” for one of the helpful
links Bill posted.)

If you want to see the whole exchange, visit the hosta
discussion forum at www.perennialnursery.com (I've
mentioned them before), and look for Bill Meyer’s posts.
Thank goodness, in a world increasingly full of
“truthiness,” that there are still people who care about
the truth!

New mini hosta forum

On an unrelated note, there is now a specific Yahoo!
discussion group for miniature hostas, supported by
the American Hosta Society in their quest to figure out
just what is and isn’'t a miniature hosta! You can find
it at groups.yahoo.com/group/minihosta. George Schmid
and our own Warren Pollock are in charge here, so you
know they’re serious.

If you have any “Hostas on the Internets” stories or
information to pass on, I'm happy to hear from you.f3



Views and Overviews, continued from p. 6

creamy white and changes to white during the season.
Also, leaves of ‘Patriot’ have more substance (thicker
leaf tissue). And the petioles (leaf stems) generally are
more upright. Further, mature clump size of ‘Patriot’
is somewhat smaller than ‘Francee’. These characteris-
tics indicate ‘Patriot’ is polyploid (greater number of
chromosome sets). ‘Francee’ is a diploid (two sets) but
‘Patriot’ can be of mixed ploidy (tetraploid margin and
diploid center) or entirely tetraploid (both margin and
center).

Ali, my wife, and | had a hand in
getting ‘Patriot’ recognized at an
American Hosta Society National
Convention in the early1990s, after
which it then took off like
gangbusters—and rightly so
because this sport can be
spectacular. Note | wrote can be.

Unfortunately ‘Patriot’ sometimes
isn't. It is tissue-culture propa-
gated and some batches seem not
to have the pizzazz and dynamic
eye appeal—for example, leaves
with spectacularly wide, bright
white margins—that the plant on October 8.
exhibited at that AHS convention had.

So, if your gardening friend'’s ‘Patriot’ looks “better”
than your plant, you might want to chuck yours and
start again by getting a piece of his or hers, or buying
another plant. Better yet, acquire a couple of plants
and plant the divisions tightly together; you'll develop
a big clump faster this way.

How can one pick out a “good” ‘Patriot’ plant in a
nursery? | don't think there is a fool-proof way. | suggest
shopping around to find ‘Patriot’ plants of fairly large
size having leaves with exceptionally wide white mar-
gins. Also, make sure the leaves have both center and
margin tissues that feel thick. You do this by putting
a leaf between your index finger and thumb, and gently
slightly rubbing the fingers together. This gives a “feel”
or “sense” for leaf thickness (substance). Don't include

A pot of ‘Patriot’, still looking good

leaf veins in your measurements; sense only leaf tissue
between veins.

Having mentioned ‘Patriot’, | need also to mention
‘Minuteman’. It too is a wide white-margined sport of
‘Francee’. The prime difference between ‘Minuteman’
and ‘Patriot’ is the color of the former’s leaves is a
darker, richer green. Some descriptions say ‘Minuteman’
has a “purer white” border too, but I think this needs
more study.

Frankly, it's sometimes hard to
tell ‘Minuteman’ and ‘Patriot’
apart. Furthermore, early in the
marketing of these sports, 10 to
15 years ago, ‘Minuteman’ plants
were sold as ‘Patriot’. So some
hostas labeled ‘Patriot’ in gardens
and still in some nurseries actually
are '‘Minuteman’. The best
identification is when clumps are
side by side and leaf coloring can
be compared.

H. ‘Twilight’ (also mentioned in
that Big Box Store ad) is an
excellent, medium size, gold-
margined sport from the Netherlands. | plan to write
about it in a future newsletter.

D. Teager photo

Corrections

Spring 2007 newsletter, item on voles: The correct
nomenclature for the castor bean plant, from which
castor oil is obtained, is Ricinus communis, not Racinus
communis. The Latin name means “common tick”
because the seeds resemble ticks. Thanks Eve Thyrum
of Wilmington, Delaware, for catching this error.

Summer 2007 issue, item titled “Dave Chopko’s ‘Ocean
Isle’”” (page 5): The preferred orthography is “Tiara
Series,” not “ ‘tiara’ series.” Sports that initiated from
‘Golden Tiara’, such as ‘Golden Scepter’, ‘Diamond Tiara’
and ‘Grand Tiara’, comprise the Tiara Series. Note:
H. ‘Royal Tiara’ is not a Tiara Series member. 3

Cut off and mail in, or bring to the meeting.*

Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Membership and Renewal Form

Dues (family membership) are $10 per year.

Mail to: Rebecca Boylan, DVHS Membership
1200 Farmington Ave.
Pottstown, PA 19464

Please use this form also to update your records for
address and email, or to offer your garden for a
potential meeting or tour.

Thanks!

*To ensure payment is received in time for the meeting,
mail by November 1.

Name
Address

Are you in the nursery trade?

Phone

E-mail

Would you consider opening your garden for a membership
tour?
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Calendar of Events 2007-2008

www.dvhosta.org
Saturday, November 10 DVHS Fall meeting, New June 11-14 AHS National Convention in St. Louis,
Castle County Public Library, Wilmington, DE. Missouri. www.hosta2008.org
Guest Speaker, Roberta Chopko, “THE FERNTASTIC Fri-Sun, June 27-29 First Look 2008 exhibition,

HOSTA COMPANION" competition, and garden tours. Scutney, VT

Saturday, April 5 DVHS Winter/Spring Meeting at www.hostalibrary.org/firstlook

the Scott Arboretum Saturday, July 19 DVHS Tour of Walter and Emilie
Hosta plant sale and great hospitality Cullerton Garden in Pineville, PA

Guest Speaker, Bob Solberg Potluck Supper and Plant Auction

Location: Lang Performing Arts Center, Swarthmore November 10 DVHS Fall meeting, location TBA.

College, Swarthmore, PA

Saturday June 7 DVHS Tour of Teagate Gardens
(David Teager and Stephen Fugate) in Garnet
Valley, PA

Potluck and Plant Auction.

TIME FOR 2008 DUES!

Please check your mailing label. If you see a number less than 8, you will owe dues for 2008. Current members’
renewal fees are due by the March meeting; any back dues also need to be paid in order to remain current.
You must be a current member to purchase hostas at the Spring plant sale. As a courtesy, any new member
who joins or renews at the November meeting will have his/her membership start in the following year.
The dues pay for the publication of this newsletter as well as for other society activities. If you want to continue
hearing from us, use the convenient form inside. Don’t delay! Send in your 2008 membership fee today, or
bring it on November 10.
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